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" Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye hare eternal life. 

5th Johrif 39th ver. 

" Speak thou the things which become sound doctrine." St, Paul. 

" As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one 
to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God." 

St, Peter. 

" Read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them." Church Collect 
• for Advent, 

" "lis religion that can give, 
Sweetest pleasures while we live, 
'Tis religion must supply 
Solid comfort when we die : 
After death its joys will be 
Lasting as eternity." 
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** Feed my lambs." 

" Lotd, to whom Bhall ve go ? thou hast the wordt of eternal life." 

" If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine whether 
it be of God, or whether I speak of myself." 

" Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the 
light, lest darkness come upon you." 

'' If ye love me, keep my commandmente.^* 

** God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth,** 

** Work the works of Him that sent you, while it is day : the night 
Cometh when no man can work." 

" Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you." 

" If a man love me, he will keep my words : and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make our, abode 
with him. He that loveth me not, keepeth not my sayings." 

''Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your 
own selves. For if any be a hearer oi the word, and not a do- 
er, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass : 
for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway 
forgetteth what manner of man he was, but whoso looketh into 
the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not 
a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the word, this man shall be 
blessed in his deed. If any man among you seem to be relig- 
ious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, 
this man's religion is vain." 

" Seek not to be rich, but to be happy. The one lies in bags, the 
other in content, which wealth can never give. 

** The mind that would be happy, must be great ; 
" Great in its wishes, great in its surveys." Young . 
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PREFACE. 



The following " Musings'' were written in leisure 
moments arising from the study of the Book of Life ; and 
were originally intended for the perusal of only my tn^f- 
mate friends. But at the request of some, I have been 
induced to give them a wider circulation. I feel well aware 
that so juvenile a production will be subject to the arena 
of criticism, still as ** none but an author knows an au- 
thor's pains," I entreat indulgence in their perusal ; since 
in every work, as the poet says, " the Writer's end'' should 
be considered. But with me (as St. Paul) " it is a very 
small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's 
judgment : yea, I judge not mine own self though I feel 
no unfaithfulness in what I here state ; for I know nothing 
by myself, yet am I not hereby justified, but he that 
judgeth me is the Lord." 

My principal aim has been to bring before the Christ- 
ian his many religums and moral duties, and his very great 
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responsibility in consequence of them, to show him that 
it is not all who call themselves Israel, who are o^ Israel ; 
and to prove how far he can become an ensample to others, 
and a follower of his dear and blessed Redeemer ! I have 
endeavoured throughout to advance those principles, which 
I consider most adapted for us aU, and most conducive to 
our worldly happiness, as also our eternal interests. — 
There are many who read the Prophecies in the Bible, 
without looking as to what may be derived from a closer 
application. 

Some, perhaps, wiU affirm ** that it is no use to write ; 
that man will remain the slave of his passions, the crea- 
ture of circumstances ; that it is useless to reason, vain to 
consult rules, imbecile to surrender independence, to fol- 
low the guidance of those who assume to be wise, or re- 
ceive instruction from those who have been taught by 
years." With equal propriety might they say, " Close 
the pulpit ; silence the press ; cease from parental disci- 
pline, moral suasion, and the training of education. Do 
what you will, the world will go on as before.** This I 
deem most absurd ! If we cannot do every thing, let us 
do something ! If many choose to float down the stream 
of perdition, it is no reason why others should not be 
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warned^ and encouraged to sail in a different diannel ; — 
and though indeed we may know millions who reject the 
voice of the Lord, and the counsels of his servants, we 
know not how many have enjoyed peace and happiness 
in this world from having oheyed the voice of others, who 
were desirous to see them walking in wisdom's ways ; and 
as Solomon said *' a word in season, how good is it.** 

With the fervent wish of promoting more Christian zeal 
to God, and inducing a greater display of the Christian 
virtues hy man towards man, have I entered upon^ and 
now completed the present undertaking. The Young I 
would most affectionately exhort to " remember their 
Creator in the days of their youth,** — to attend to those 
things which concern their everlastmg peace before the 
evil days come, and their time of probation is over, to 
" set their affections on things above,*' for every kingdom 
shall be destroyed, and every worldly endearment shall 
fail ; this is proved, by the ruins of Nineveh ! 

Finally, — to all, would I sound the Watchman's cry 
from Zion, " Watchman, what of the night ? Are you 
sleeping in sinful indulgence ? Are you wasting precious 
moments which when gone, are gone irrecoverably ? Are 
you by your present course of living preparing for that 
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great final day of account, when for every thought and 
deed you wOl be brought to judgment to receive a just 
reward ? Again, the trumpet sounds " Awake, thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give 
thee light," In a little while the Redeemer wiH come — 
he will not tarry ; — " Go ye out to meet him." Behold, 
the King of Zion ! the Watchman issues his royal man- 
date /or the last time, *' Blow ye the trumpet in Zion ; 
sound an alarm in my holy mountain." What I say unto 
you, I say unto all — ^Watch ! 

And lastly, I pray earnestly that the following pages 
may give some comfort to the poor in spirit and contrite 
in heart ; and if they should be instrumental in arousing 
only one sinner in ease in Zion, my labours will not have 
been in vain. May the Holy Spirit bless you in their 
perusal ; for whether I plant, or ApoUos water, God only 
can give the increase, and to His blessed influence I now 
submit my labour of love ! 

A. M. W. 

High Street, Ckeln^ford, 
Sept. 1845. 
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SCRIPTURAL MUSINGS. 



The Sin of attaebiiig too maeb Importanee 

to Worldly Oldeets. 



'* And he walked in aU the ways qf Asa his faiher j he fumed not 
aside from it, doing that whtch was right in the eyes qf the Lord: 
nevertheless, the high places were not taken away: for the people 
offered and burnt incense yet in the high places. 

22nd chap. Ist Kings, 4drd verse. 

It is not my object to enter into the particulars of 
this reign of Jehoshaphat, but rather to render the verse 
a practical lesson to all Christians ; since it shows us that 
even a Kingj who should have abolished every thing 
contranr to the demands of God^ still could not give up 
all for his service, as we notice *' the high places were 
not taken away/' notwithstanding all his other good 
deeds and good reign. 

How similar to the Christian of the present time ! Who 
has not to lament some idol in his heart which he can- 
not surrender ? God's voice utters " i/fj son, give me 
thine heart/' which plainly declares the whole heart ; 
but how often does the Christian, to his shame be it re- 



membered, offers up a divided sacrifice. Who has not 
some tiosel ornament which he admires, or some friend 
he l^yes and cherishes, or some occupation which he 
cannot relinquish for the performance of the tohole duty 
of Man to his Maker, and to his neighbour ? And is it 
to be said all his good deeds are nought on account of 
one magnet which is always gUttemg before him, and 
may be of worldly importance to him still cherished 
in his bosom, and weaning him from the Lord ? What 
saith the Scriptures ? ** Whosoever shall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one pomt^ he is guilty of all."^ 
Jehoshaphat^s fiither did what was right in the eves of 
the Lord, but in his old age he fell into distrust of God, 
gave the treasure that remained in the house of God and 
in the ]dng*s house to the king of Syria, to guard and 
help him against Baa^a, the king of Israel, and he im- 
prisoned the prophet who reproved him for it. 

How many Christians like Asa begin well, but ere 
long fall away, become self-sufficient, and ere they have 
time to repent are summoned to their Wt home. Asa 
was attacked with a disease in his feet (supposed to be 
the gout,) "yet he sought not the Lord, but only to the 
physicians." Such sad spectacle is even in this day to 
be witnessed, where the pride of life and self-sufficiency 
have entered into the heart, men will not seek support 

• Jdmes 2od ch«p. 10th veise. 



;and protection i^om the qvij true Source^ and so perisli 
in their iniquity. Jehoshaphat ppnamei^c^d Ws r^JgP tj 
walking in tjxe first and hest ways of Im feljier Payia, 
and Grod was with Wm, \& hiad treasvreij given wto biw^ 
and war was suspended, But Jie at length offended God 
by joining Ahab the wicked king of Israel. Thus his 
good deeds lasted but for a little while, he forsook the 
Lord, and then the Lord jForsoo^ him : — " the high pla- 
ces were not taken away ;" and Jphoshaphat with the 
wicked king Ahaziah made ainips to go to Tarshish, but 
the hand of almighty justice wa^ against tb^iu, and Je- 
hoshaphat was punished fQr big wioked association ; and 
we read '^the ships were broken, that they were not 
able to go to Tarshish." 

Reader! have you never realized the interposition of 
Providence ? have you never been cheeked in any un- 
lawful undertaking, or irreligious 'course of living, by 
some unseen and yet all powerful influence ? " Be sure 
your sin wiU find you out" as it found Jehoshaphat, and 
whatever idol you may be cherishing in your heart and 
weaning your love from God, will sooner or later be 
your condepmation, unless parted with speedily. You 
may begin life well with fair promises of futiiTd success 
in your spiritual life, you may gain treasures M Jehos- 
haphat, but if you ultimately faint and are weary in 
well doing, your finish may be as lamentable as Jehos- 
haphat's end. You may like him cQisimence with holy 
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resolutions and earnest endeavours, but wliat will such 
be if in the hour of temptation you like him faQ away ? 
Pray then for the assistance of the Holy Spirit, that all 
your works may be begun, continued, and ended in the 
fear of the Lord, and to the honor of his name ! 



" Oh for a cloBer wbUc with God, 
A calm and heaVnly frame; 

A lis^t to thine iqMm the road 
That leads me & the Lamh f 

Return, O holy Dove! retom, 
Sweet meeeenger of rest ! 

I hate the sine that maie thee moam, 
And drove thee &om my breast 

The dearest idol I hare known, 

Whatever that idol he. 
Help me to tear it ftom tiiy throne, 

Jkod worship only thee. 

So shall my walk be dose with God, 
Gahn and serene my frame ; 

So purer light shall mark the road 
That leads me to the Lamb." 



CMm^fbrd, 
14tfa Sept 1844. 



A. n« W • 



HCijJMaoit, xxt* OBSUnWBa. 



[No. 2.] 

fHE TALVE OF THE SOUL 



« For what is a man profited, if he shdtt gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul f " 

16th chap. Matthew, 26th verse. 

The necessity of putting a proper estimate upon 
worldly possessions all will readily acknowledge. But, 
as great as the necessity is, so in proportion is the slack- 
ness which all more or less exhibit in seeking heavenly 
objects, and in pursuing after those things which are to 
be immortal* Hence we observe the toU, the diligence 
which men bestow to gain wealth, at the price of their 
souls : that thirst for mammon which engrosses so much 
of their time, and banishes from their view the " one 
thing needful," " Early to rise, and late take rest, and 
eat flie bread of carefulness,'* — ^such is the daily routine 
of many : alas ! how few can say that it is not their own 
case. It is much to be regretted by the Christian, that 
that which is present, merely because it is present, should 
captivate his attention £rom loftier and better objects. 
The Christian's course is one of trial and difKculty ; and 
in considering the words before us now, we have this 
fully exemplified. The vanity of tiie world — the pride 
of life bring worms into tiie soul, and cut up religion by 
the root, V ery difficult it is to enable men to take an 



interest in things which are unseen : — so m^y walk by 
sight, and not by faith, and for the enjoyment of this 
world, leave heavenly matters to chance. Who can say, 
" I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin ?" 
Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, and be he 
leading what life he may, he Temains satisfied* Thus 
vgjuty wd follj axe so popular, and amusement, recre- 
ation, fame, profit, and the like, all break in as the 
morning sun upon religion. Each in their turn are 
multiplied " to fill up Ae void of a listless and languid 
life." I do not speak against the social and more solid 
pleasures that exist for the happiness of ma^ikind, and 
die advancement of science, but i do strenuously oppose 
indulgences of greater magnitude injurious to men here, 
and depriving them of a future world. How often we 
witness in old age, some pacing in the same varieties of 
pleasure, as impWted in their early youth. And here 
1 would stay a moment to advise and warn those readers 
who like myself are sharing the sparkling promises whieh 
flit around the youthful brow, never to let tie preseni 
engross their attention from contemplating tl^e future. 
Many opportunities of advantage and improve^ieni occur 
in the sunshine of life, and when past, are irrevocably 
gone. And our habits an4 principles in youth only in- 
crease and grow stronger as pur age advaiices. Therefore, 
how diligent should parents be in ^' training a chi|d |n 
the way he should go, for when he i^ old he will not de- 
part from it ,•*• and with a proper obedience for a child 



to '^ hear the instruction of his father, and to forsake 
not the law of his mother : for they shall be an ornament 
of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck.'*-]- 
It is indeed a very important subject : for time seldom 
eradicates a growing habit or evil. Let then, those who 
have entered into years, examine their present feelings 
and pursuits, whether they are the same as ten, or twen- 
ty, or thirty, and even fifty years ago. Whether the 
same negligence to religious duties as characterized their 
early days exists, at their now advanced state of years. 
Ana may those who are just entering into life look well 
to their steps, lest by a uttle indulgence to worldly gra- 
tifications, they dasn into excess, and before they are 
aware of their position sink inevitably imder it. And 
what is the profit here which men derive from an over- 
absorbing carefulness of worldly possessions, is it equal 
to their exertions ? and is there awaiting them any com- 
pensation hereafter ? He may indeed "gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul, but what shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul T What will the world be to 
him, when naked and trembling he stands before the 
awful tribunal of a just and righteous God ? What will 
then be to him all me pomps and vanities which he has 
so profusely enjoyed in this life — and his riches, where 
are they ? They could not follow him to the grave ! — 
**What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh 
under tne sun ? Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, 
* 22Qd chap. Prov. 6th verse, f Ist chap. Prov. 8th & 9th verses. 



Tanity of vanities^ all is vanity." What will then be to 
him all those companions of evil communications which 
corrupted his good maimers in this life^ who were in the 
eyes of the world, good friends, excellent company, as 
long as they indulged themselves in earthly and carnal 
gratifications, — what will such be to him at that day, 
when the Lord maketh up his jewels ? 

The truly devout Christian should indulge himself in 
these reflections relative to the future ; they would tend 
in some measure to weaken the value which he may set 
now on the present, and all objects in sight, and bring 
to his mind those holier delights, which though unseen, 
are yet eternal, and which will be for the just to inherit 
in celestial mansions of heavenly glory ! Consider for 
one moment, the value of the soul : that soul which 
can never die, — that soul which by our well-doing, we 
may fit for the never-failing presence of God : and on 
the other hand by neglecting it, and living in "the wages 
of sin," will be to it eternal death. 

There are some persons not given to flagrant vices, but 
yet indulge themselvesin some other species of animalgrati- 
fication, yet flatter themselves with the notion that nothing 
serious will follow it. Others again, seek pomp and splen- 
dour, magnificent houses, grand equipages, numerous 
retinues, and in their own light glide down the stream 
of life happy and contented, apprehending no danger, 
lliese remarks also extend to ike conunercial and the 
professional world. Absorbed in procuring wealth, and 



forgetting that it is our heart which is bent on such pur- 
suit, we are labouring day by day for the meat that pe- 
risheth ; meanwhile, religion and the care of our souls 
are forgotten, — ^worldly advancement, and worldly gain 
form our most predominant desires, and we forget the 
enquiry in our text, " What shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul ?" And there is one serious reflection jfrom 
these momentous truths, that a day is coming when we 
shall have to leave them all — to leave all that has delight- 
ed our eye and charmed our ear, — they cannot enter 
heaven ! Too many excuse themselves by saying, that 
business and pleasure occupy them so much that they 
have no time for religion, or the like. And few embrace 
it, few live like Christians either in thought, word, or 
deed, for they cannot give themselves up to God, they 
cannot resign themselves to his service ; their spirit is 
good, but their will is corrupted by their desires. The 
pleasure of to-day may end in the greatest misery to- 
morrow. The thirst for mammon in this life may quench 
the living waters of divine love in a future world. There- 
fore, my Christian friends, beware ! Sacrifice not your 
heavenly treasure, for the gratification of possessing 
worldly wealth. Let not your happiness consist " in a 
plant which can come up in a night, and perish in a 
night," but rather " seek the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness, & all these things shall be added nnto you."* 
Alas ! how many are priding themselves in their pos- 
* 6th chap. Matthew, 33rd verse. 
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sessionsy and who are looked upon by the world, not as 
to what thej are, but as to what they have. This is 
one of the characteristics of our present times, and as 
despicable as common I And what is the consequence ? 
Men are induced to love the world more than God : to 
gather up a few more of this life's vanities to put into 
tiieir storehouse a few more of its follies before they can 
with worldly satisfaction seek the Lord— his word, and 
follow after his example, — ^before they can lay hold on 
religion ua bulwark to their fiuth,-before they can bid 
adieu to the enjoyment of either sensual pleasures, or 
some species of animal gratification, imagining that no 
cheerfuhiess, no ease and alacrity, can be found in reli- 
gion ; that it is a docile, difficidt, restraining, and in- 
comprehensible doctrine ; while the world is noisy, easy, 
and pleasant. If adversity enters their door, fiiends 
speedily depart : but as long as they are counted ri€H 
in this world's goods, they are upheld and noticed by 
their fellow men. 

Christian friend, let us attentively consider these things : 
they may appear " little," but hear the warning of Sie 
wise man, ^' He that forsaketh little things shaU perish 
with little and Httler." The pleasures of sense may &- 
muse us for a little while : the temptations of Satan may 
assail us, and we may not have strength to overcome 
thtm; we may taste of all the world offi^s out to us, and 
we may be allured for a time, but assuredly the end will 
be vanity and vexation of spirit in t^ world, as well as 
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pain in the next. For what said Solomon ? ^' I made me 
great works ; I bnilded me konses; I planted me vine- 
yards; I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted 
trees in them of all kind of fruits : Imade me poolsof wa- 
ter to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees : 
I got me servants and maidens, and had servants \om 
in my house ; also, I had great possessions of great and 
small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me : 
I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar trea- 
sure of kings and of the provinces. I gat me men-sing- 
ers and women-singers, and the delights of the sons of 
men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts. So 
I was great, and increased more than aU that went before 
me in Jerusalem : also, my wisdom remained with me, 
and whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, 
I Mdthheld not my heart from any joy ; for my heart re- 
joiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all 
my labour. Then I looked on all die works that my 
bands had wrought, and on the labour that I had labour- 
ed to do : and, behold, all woe vanity and vexation of 
spnty and there was no profit under the sun.'* But there 
will be a, profit arising from religious and good works — 
there will be a reward for the righteous : verily, there is 
a God that will judge the earth. 

Doubtless, there are many who can confirm these truths. 
Set about then, seeking the salvation of thy soul! let it 
not perish for want of spiritual knowledge ; but make 
• 2nd chap. Beela^iMtefi, 4th to 11th verses. 
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such a provision for thyself as will endure when time 
shall he no more ! " Aid I will say to my soul — Soul, 
thou hast much goods laid up for many years ; take thine 
ease, eat, drink, and he merry. But God said unto him. 
Thou fool, this night thy soul shall he required of thee : 
then whose shall those things he, which thou hast pro- 
vided ?"* They shall be God's, and he will hum them 
up with the world in unquenchable fire, with anger, and 
indignation ! 

Therefore, beloved, " take no thought, saying, what 
shall we eat ? or what shall we drink ? or, wherewithal 
shall we be clothed? but lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
Mid where thieves do not break through nor steal : for 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." 
And with the eye of faith be ever looking forward to 
gain a place in that world which is to have no end : — 
here you labour to no profit, but there you shall reap 
an ample reward for all your diligence which you shall 
have exercised in making your calling and election sure, 
for " whosoever" said our blessed Lord " will lose his 
life for my sake, shall find it :" and every man shall be 
rewarded according to his work ! 

* 12th chap. Luke, 19th and 2(Hh venes. 

A* M* W^. 

12th Oct. 1844. 
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[No. 3.] 

TRUE CHABITT, THE eHBISTIM'S HlfiHEST 

AfTAmMEllT. 



— "It is more blessed to give than to receive," 

20ih chap. Acts, latter clause 35th verse. 

Of all the excellent virtues which the Christian is 
exhorted and encouraged to imitate and to cultivate. 
Charity is pronounced /Atf^ao^e^/; inasmuch that it tends 
to lessen us in our own value of ourselves and our pos- 
sessions, and induces a self-denying spirii. For be it 
remembered, that Charity does not consist in giving of 
oux superfluities, in parting with what we shall never 
miss;— on the contrary. True Charity is in giving from 
that treasury of ours from which treasury we sup- 
jij ourselves with means to support us every day in life ; 
and to do this, we mmt deny ourselves some pleasure or 
induig^atee, in order to give a trifle to some good cause. 
The widow's two mites which we read of in St. Mark's 
gospel were received by our Lord, and the act commend- 
ed by our Lord for more than the Rich who cast in of 
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their abundance ; the rich had dispensed liberally, but 
they would never miss it ; whereas, the poor widow " of 
her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living." 
The worldly man, the avaricious man, will doubtless, 
condemn this ; and in the present age we are not requi- 
red by God to strip ourselves of all we have, and throw 
it down at the feet of Mercy ; but we are expected to 
give according to our ability, and to be generous with- 
out ostentation. But, who can say he is liberal from 
the motive only of doing good for others, and promoting 
the religion of Christ ? How many are influenced in their 
alms deeds by the love of popularity, or the desire to be 
thought rich in the world, or with the selfish expectation 
of receiving as much again. " If you love them that love 
3'ou, what thank have ye ? If ye do good to them which 
do good to you, what thank have ye ? and if ye lend to 
them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye ?" 
The maxim of the world is, " Charity begins at home." 
The gospel tells us " Charity seeketh not her own.'' It 
may be diflicult for us to assist our friends and advance 
their welfare, at the injuring perhaps of our own inter- 
est, or to give up some pursuit or amusement to gratify 
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them and promote their happiness. Yet such is requir- 
ed of the Christian, for « we are members one of another." 
And the less we value earthly things, the more we shall 
feel disposed to share our blessings with those who are 
proceeding with us to that abiding city which is to come, 
" to an house not made with hafids, eternal in the hea- 
vens."* It was the great characteristic of our Saviour, 
" who went about doing good," " for even Christ pleased 
not himself,"f he never consulted his own wishes, and 
even denied himself the common necessaries of life as 
food and rest ; frequently he prayed all night : for we 
read in the 21st chap, of Luke, " In the day-time he 
was teaching in the temple, and at night he abode in 
the mount of Olives." He shunned popularity, and a- 
voided the applause of men, which is of no value ; when 
he had performed the miracle of feeding the four thou- 
sand, he immediately left them, and entered into a ship 
and departed to Dalmanutha.§ He waited not for the 
praise which the multitude would have given him, — he 
was content at knowing that he had done the will of his 

* 2iid Corinthians, 5th chap. 1st verse, 
t 15th chap. Rom. 3rd v. § 8th chap. Mark, 9th & 10th v. 
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Father, and for that purpose was he sent. We observe 
too his unwearied exertions in the ministry. He was 
thirty years in the world unknown and unrespected ; — 
treated scornfully — considered a wine-bibber — a friend 
of publicans and sinners, for in those days the publicans 
were regarded as a mean and rapacious people. We see 
also his parentage bom in Bethlehem, in a deserted 
part of Judea. He bore the reproaches and contempt 
of the Jews with meekness and patience, and submitted 
himself to his earthly parents, and reckoned to be the 
son of Joseph, the carpenter : he had no homey not even 
where to lay his head. He never enjoyed the family cir- 
cle, or participated in those great luxuries which we 
possess. Again, our Saviour is an example of self-deni- 
al in his sufferings and death. *^ He was dei^ised and 
rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief!" We are told if we wish to enter glory, we must 
'^ take up his cross and follow him," and bear with sub- 
mission all the ills which may befal us. The Christian 
is never to consult his own ease, his own convenience, 
his own pleasure, when he is called upon to do anything 
for the benefit or advantage of others, or the glory of 
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his Creator. For we know " if we suffer with Christ, 
we shall also reign with him." He has passed through 
the gate of death, and hast opened the door of everlast- 
ing life ; and if we deny ourselves, and follow his ex- 
ample, we may be assured that we shall with him enter 
into glory. " Now the end of the commandment is cha- 
rity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and 
of faith unfeigned."* Reader ! have you that Charity 
which St. Peter says "shall cover a multitude of sins?" 
Isityotcr greatest pleasure to give more than to receive? 
Is it yowr delight to exclaim as St. Paul did, " Without 
Charity I am nothing worth." " Charity never faileth : 
but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail ; whe- 
ther there be tongues, they shall cease ; whether there 
be knowledge, it shall vanish away." And when you 
have done all these things which are commanded of you, 
say, we are unprofitable servants, we have done that 
which was our duty to do." Much has been done for 
you : many sufferings did our Lord experience to secure 
your redemption ; therefore, it is your bounden duty to 
glorify God by contributing your money and your time 

to his service, and distributing relief to the necessitous ; 

* Ist Tim. Ist chap. 5th verse. 
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always recollecting that out of Faith, Hope, and Cha- 
rity, that " the greatest of these things is Charity /" — 
^< Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so 
let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity ; for God 
loveth a cheerful giver,*'* For ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ , that though he was rich, yet for your 
sokes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might 
be rich. For if there be first a unlling mind, it is accepted 
according to that a man hath, and not according to that 
he hath no^."f 

Finally, We must ever bear in mind the declaration 
of our blessed Lord to the rich man, " if thou wilt be 
perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven : and come 
and follow me," And unlike the young man who went 
away sorrowful, " for he had great possessions," we 
must cheerfully cast ^^ dofwn imaginations and every high 
thing that exalt eth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bring into captivity every thought (yea every action) 
to the obedience of Christ.*'^ Be not willing to justify 

* 2nd Cor. 9th chap. 7th yeise. f 2nd Cor. 8th chap. 9th & 1 2th yerses. 

§ 2Qd Cor. 10th chap. 5th verse 
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yourself as the lawyer when he asked Jesus, " And who 
is my neighbour? Are we not all one flesh and blood, hath 
not one Godcreatedus ? Who maketh thee to differ from ano- 
thevy and what ha^t thou that thjou didst not receive ? ^' If 
a man say, " I love God, and hateth his brother, he is 
a liar : for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen ?'' If, 
alas ! we should be coveting riches, let us abandon this 
thought, and desire the riches of God's grace. " There 
is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing : there is 
that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches."* If 
we have wealth let us lay it out to the glory of the boun- 
teous Giver : and if we thirst for wisdom, let it be the 
knowledge of our Maker, and we shall be amply reward- 
ed. Please all men in all things, not seeking your own 
profit, but the profit of many that they may be saved. 
And, remember, unless you endeavour to cultivate this 
greatest of all gifts. Charity, how can you presume to 
think that you are of the chosen number of Christ's, and 
assure your heart before him ? True Charity is not so 
easy as we may imagine, neither is it so common as it 

• 13th chap. Prov. 7th verse. 
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appears to be. — What we are often witnessing is only a 
semblance; frequently, a mere pretence. Thus while 
many are considered charitable, and flatter themselves 
that they are so, according to the principle and opinion 
of our Lord and his charity, are as far from it as the 
most sordid individual in the world, and those who spend 
all upon themselves, or hoard up their wealth : and 
therefore, in the last day will be amazed and terrified ; 
for such will not reap precious seed, — " they have cast 
their bread, but not the right bread upon the waters: and 
therefore, will not find it after many days !" 

'* Awake our zeal, awake our love. 
To serve the Saviour here below, 
111 works which perfect saints above. 
And holy angels cannot do. 

Peace which the world can nev^r know, 

Our God to him will give. 
Who thus shall tread the Saviour's steps, 

And to his glory live." 

A. A. W. 
2601 Oct. 1844. 



[No. 4.] 

TflE €URI8TIM'S PECUUiR PRIVILEGE. 



" Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of 

God dwelleth in you?" 

The position of the Christian with respect to God is of a very 
high character^ and cannot be too often brought to our remem- 
brance. It is a stupendous fact, that we poor, vile, and miserable 
creatures " are the temple of God," redeemed by the precious 
blood of his dear Son, and sanctified by the Spirit of grace, for 
" neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth, 
but God that giveth the increase." Let us meditate for a moment 
on three points arising from these remarks. 

I. Of what the temple of God consists. 

II. The blessing we receive : — and 

III. The Sin of defiling such temple. 

1. We may reasonably infer this " temple of God" to be the 
outward and visible Church militant here on earth, composed of 
members, worshippers of God, and heirs of immortality. " Now 
therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citi- 
zens with the saints, and of the household of God ) in whom all 
the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple 
in the Lord : in whom ye also are builded together for an ha- 
bitation of God through the Spirit." (2nd Eph. 19, 21 & 22.)— 
That Church which is " built upon the foundation of the apos- 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone." — That Church which is the pillar and ground of the truth, 
** not having spot or wrinkle, but noly and without blemish :" — 
that Church which Christ loves: *' for we are members of his body. 



of his fleshy and of his bones." In one word, a Church composed 
of true betievers, who have taken up the cross of Christ, and hope 
to follow him from the grave to Victory, — ^from the Church on 
earth to join the company of saints hereafter ; *' and to an innu- 
merable company of angels, and to the spirits of just men made 
perfect." For contemplate the greatness of that sacrifice which 
God made, — ^the greatneiss of that atonement, — ^and by it, the 
redemption which he wrought for the good of mankind.— -See him 
deliver up his own and only-begotten Son into the hands of cruel 
men to be scourged and put to death ! And then again his rising ! 
For on the third day he wrought wh^t man can never conceive :— 
on the third day he broke the chain of bondage which had so long 
held us with sin. On the third day he rose from the dead and 
broke down the middle wall of partition between us, "having abo- 
lished in his flesh the enmity even the law of commandments eon- 
tamed in ordinances ; so making peace and reconciling us unto 
God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby." 
On the third morning he broke the fetters as Sampson, when after 
he had slept, " took the door of the gate of the dty," and he will 
re-appear again in glory to judge us at the resurrection of the dead, 
and if we have neglected obBying the commandments of God, what 
shall we reap but our own coodemnatioa : — '^ for it is impossible 
for those Who were once enlightened, and have tasted of die hea- 
venly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have 
Mted tile good wdrd of God, and the powers of the wosid to come, 
if th^ dhi^ fall away, to renew- them again unto repentance ; see- 
iiig they <^cify to themselves the Son of God: cfrahy and put km 
to an open shame." <6 Heb. 4,-5 & 6.) 

il. l!b» Messing we receive. 

If liedthful siembers of this holy temple, we derive jtssistance and 
tupport from *^ihe Smrit of Gotfthatdw^eth iaus." That.bkss- 
ed Spirit which ie a Comfbrter to the afilieted, and a bahn toithe 
tikmbted mind. ''And I will pray tiie F^her,^ and he shall give 
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you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever ; even 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth him not, neither knoweth him : but ye know him, (that is, 
they who are of the temple of God) for he dweUeth with you, and 
shall be in you." " For as many as are led by the Spirit of God 
they are the sons of God." " For ye have not received the spirit 
of bondage ajj^ain to fear ; but ye have received the Spirit of adop-i 
tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." (8 Rom. 14 & 15.) It is 
by the Sif^ency of the Holv Spirit that Christians are bom anew ! — 
Tliis our Saviour dedarea to Nicodemus, when he said, " Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God V* But we read elsewhere, (1 Jolm 5 chap. IS v,) 
" that whosoever is bom of God sinneth not ;" this cannot apply 
to hapHzed persons only, since it. is with regret we observe that 
such, so little exhibit in their lives, the change which is prayed 
for, and which the Holy Spirit can impart to them who seek it. 

Alas ! alas ! how many men's lives contradict their profession, 
and fall short of showing the fruits of the high privilege which has 
been given them. From the earliest moment of our lives, our Na- 
ture is prone to evil ; but by Prayer, and the help of the Holy 
Spirit, we may arrive sooner or later at that- New, Birth, which is 
an earnest conviction of sin, a deep and heartfelt repentance, for it, 
and a firm resolution to be no longer the slave of it| but to be hence- 
forth '^ delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God," and " alive unto him through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." The Spirit of Grace will quicken you, aiid the 
spark of your spiritual life will graduially ignite into a, flame of love 
to him, and devotedness to his service, its all-powerful influences 
will nourish and strengthen you ; you will be no longer spiritually 
dead, knowing the/orm, ana not the ponDer of godlinesi, but you 
will grow in grace, and in the knowledge of your Redeemer, and 
"being made free from sin, and become servants to God^ have your 
fruit unto holiness, and Uie end everlasting life !" You will ble^ 
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God for the change which has been wrouji^ht ia you, for " if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." (8 Rom. 9th v.) 

III. The Sin of defiling the temple of God. 

We read in the verse following our text, " If any man defile 
the temple of God, him shall God destroy ; for the temple of 
God is holy, which temple ye are." 

Christian Reader ! have you defiled the temple of God ? There 
are many ways in which you may have done so. Whatever is dis- 
approved of by God mentioned in Holy Writ, is sin ; and if not 
avoided, you will be no longer belonging to the " temple of Grod," 
but ready for his " destruction." Therefore, let no man deceive 
himself. Are you acting worthy of the high privilege which is given 
you ? or are you quenching the Spirit of Grace by non-resistance 
of evil ? Are you bearing in mind the greatness of this privilege, 
and your equally great responsibility of proving worthy of it ; and 
80 a meet partaker of the future joys which it will ultimately afford ; 
always recollecting that solemn account which you must one day 
give for the use you have made of all the talents entrusted to your 
charge ? *' for to whomsoever much is given, of him will much be 
required!" Are you governed by the inward and spiritual grace, and 
preparing for that f^^orious reception in the eternal world awaiting 
those whose works have been made manifest, " because it shall be 
revealed by fire," and whose works shall abide, built on the right 
foundation, " Jesus Christ and Him crucified,** and therefore shall 
receive a great and precious reward ? If so, ''all things are yours ; 
whether raul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, 
or things present, or things to come ; all are yours ; and ye are 
Christ's ; and Christ is God's." 

A. M. W. 
Chelm^ofd, 

9th Nov. 1844. 



[No. 5.] 

FAITH AO WORKS. 



" By faith, Noah, being warned of God, of things not seen as yet^ 
moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house, by 
the which he condemned the world, and bectmie heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith." 

nth chap. Hebrews, 7th verse. 

We are taught in this chapter, the workings of Providence — 
the manifestation of the truth — the worthy fruits of faith with 
the fathers in ancient times, a most eminent list of believers, — 
and the works that were done by the saints of old. This long list 
of believers had not the knowledge and privileges which we enjoy. 
They had not any help, any assistance by the promises of ever- 
lasting salvation, which Noah became heir to : — ^they saw them 
<< a£Eur off," and were persuaded of them, and embraced them ; 
and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
This was their conviction, not being like to men of our day, put- 
ting off religious duties to a *' more convenient season" Now what 
is Faith i It is '^ the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen;" and '^ without faith it is impossible to please 
God; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." But re- 
member the faith of Noah was attended wiu a becoming fear : and 
*' the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." We read in 
the '6th chap, of Genesis, that '^ the earth was filled with violence," 
and God was determined to destroy all flesh with the earth. But 
** Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord." Men thought not 
of the deluge till it cane^ and there was none to save themi-«^then 



did diey see the sticDgth of God, and the power of his 
Tliej family ImagiBed tkej cvold live in Ibeir widD^^ 
but diej ohmiatelj saw their cnor. The witers inomaed, — God's 
anger ceased not, and "the waters nrerailed v^on the earth an 
faimdred and fifty days." None but Noah and hn fionily, and the 
beasts and cattle that they took in with them, were saved. Bnt 
iheie is a onestion diat aiiseB hoe. As God is a merafal Fadier 
and Firiend that wiaheth not the death of ft anner, why should he 
pemnt 8iM to nigu at aS^ Unman inftd^^ence fjuwiot answer 
this. Donbdess nnening I Vo vi denca has some wise leaaen beat 
inrilad from Martai ken ! 

For the wrath of God is severe, and those laws which proceed 
from lus wrath most be seven alsoL llnM was hia oonmand to 
drown aBhimanereatiBea, and ** he lepented that ha had made 
man en the earth.'' He saw that the widDsdness of man waa 
gnat, and Aat every imaginatioa of the thooghta of his heart waa 
oidy evil eontinneHy.'* (GCh Gen. S.) Se likewiBe, when ow 
bkaaed Saviow waa en earth. Whatdidhesay? ''That which 
eemethontefthemai^ that defileth Aemsn. For fimn within, 
est of the heart of men, proceed evil Ae^Ats, adnlteries^ ioniea- 
tions, nrardm, thcAB» covetonsneas, wiAsdaess, dacot, laa ri vi oun * 
ness, an evil eye, Mamhea^, pride, foolishnesa. AH tibeae evQ 
tlmiffs eome from witmn, and defie the man." (7 Maifc* M» n, 
2t, « 23.) Ged, however, has nuide a pvomiae that he wiB never 
Awwn die woild agam, as dadared in the 9th dun. Gen., ** I wfll 
establish my covena^ widi yoo ; neither shafl tfl fledi ha cut off 
any more by the waters of a food { ncidMr shaft dicn any more 
be a flood to destroy the earth." Ihna God has dnlt with as m 
seme deme as he did with Noah. "For the manntaiaa ahafl de- 
part, ml dM hffls be removed ; but my kiaibiess diail not dspart 
mm thee $ neither sfaafi the eeproaaat of aypsaes he tamoved, 
saitb the Lord, that badi merey on theei'^ Wlna a osmiiit das is 
lovs) and what a ooveaant and token of kfa to aata voearro ! 
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But we reqmre f€itk to believe k. " If thou canit bdk?e, all 
things wre possible to iuni that bdievoth." B«it, unless four faidL 
''iPorAettiy fow/^'itisBot the Itm futh ; for "God is love;" 
and this fidth wiU beget in us a aiacere obedience m our lives «ad 
co p vggB ati on ; "£» as die body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without works is dead ako.'^ 

^ Lefevre* proves the writings of St. Pand and St. James to agree, 
St. James says ^at ** every good and perfect gift cometh £)wn 
from above." Thus the perfect gift is justification. If we see a 
man moving, the breathing we see in him is to us the sign of life. 
Thus works are necessary, but only as signs of that living fidth 
which is accompanied by justification. Is it the eye salve or lotion 
which ^ves light to the eye ? No : it is the light of the sun. 
Just so our works are but as eye salves and lotions ; the beam 
that the son sends forth from above is justification itself." Thus 
we find it is an xmspeakable precious gift from God — as our Ar- 
ticles teach us that it is *^ the grace of God by Christ preventing 
us, that we may have a good will, and working with us when we 
have that good will ; for good woiks are pleasing and acceptable 
to €rod in Christ, and do spring out necessarily of a true and lively 
Faith ; that inasmuch by them, a lively Faith may be as evidently 
known as a tree discerned by the fruit. But we are accounted 
righteous before God only for the merit of onr Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ by Faith S" Salusper Christum Bedemptarem ! 

Works therefore, are necessary, so iar as they tend to show the 
extent and the sincerity of our faith. ** Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works, .when he had offered Isaac his son upon 
the altar ? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by 
works was feuth made perfect I And the Scripture was fulfilled 
which saidi, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him 
for righteousness : and ho was called the Friend of God." It was 
unrighteous works wluch first turned paradise into a wilderness, 

• Lefevie piibliriMd a Comaiintary on St. Paul as early as 1512. 
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and the world to a reck. Oh, that our forefathers had given a 
little thought, woidd that they had not partaken so bountSully of 
this world's follies and pleasures ! " But as the days of Noah 
were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as in 
the days that were before the flood, they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered 
into the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them all 
away : so shall also the coming of the Son of man be." (24 Mat 
37, 38, & 39.) 

Reader 1 have you that faith — ^the faith of Noah ? Have you 
accepted the warning of Cbd, prepared an ark by the which you 
may be able like him to condemn the world ; — ^if you have not, 
lose no time, be vigilant and active. But if vou have, blessed and 
enviable is your state : for as the patriarch s faith was tried and 
triumphed, so be convinced, will yours. Do not think that Christ 
is so merciful that he will for^ve your sins unless you repent. 
'* Repent ye, and believe the gospel." See how the sin of Adam 
was followed up — Cain his eldest son killed his brother Abel ; and 
when this transgression was committed, a few men began to call 
upon the name of the Lord Jehovah ; but this was all a pretence — 
nothing else than deceit : they did it for a time ; but how short ; 
they soon returned back to their former wavs, and then the deluge 
came, and eight souls only were saved, when all the world was 
drowned. But it was by the firm and lively faith which Noah 
had that he was saved ; it was by faith alone he condemned the 
world, having been warned of God to prepare an ark. Christian 
friend ! may you by God's grace prepare an ark to the smmg of 
your soul, and by which you may be able to condemn those un- 
godly sinners who knew their Lord's will, and wilfully neglected 
it. Noah's faith in God, and corresponding works as the firaits of 
it, secured him the honor of admittance into the heavenly king- 
dom, and rendered him heir unto the righteousness which is by 
faith. But recollect, a day is fast appr%>achiBg when Enoch's 
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words contained in the epistle of Jude, will be cried aloud to every 
creature and every class, — " Behold the Lord cometh with ten 
thousand of his saints." Then if you have had Noah's faith, you 
will gain the same ; if you have had that faith which leads sdl to 
an heavenly paradise. But if you are careless and indifferent to 
spiritual things you cannot succeed ; for Noah enjoyed a good 
conscience when he was gaining the victory. And we well loiow 
that " Murus teneus conacientia sana," Deem not his faith so ex- 
traordinary that you may not follow him, but labour earnestly to 
be crucified with Christ, and " live by the faith of the Son of 
God.'' Fidei coticula crux I Always remembering the declaration 
of St. Paul, " But what things were gain to me, those I counted 
loss for Christ, yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in him ; not hav- 
ing mine own righteousness which is of the law, but that which 
is through the {£th of Christ, the righteousness which is of God 
by faith?' (3 Phil. 7, 8, Se 9.) And now you see what faith is 
effectual, " die faith of Christ, and the righteousness of God which 
is by faith." Majryou be blessed with &e same ; may you have 
it in abundance, lliat deluge which came to the inhabitants of 
the earth in Noah's day, we are assured will not happen in ours ; 
but Grod has declared a day will come, that of the Son of man, "as 
a thief in the night, in the which the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up ;" 
and as certain as the deluge was, so shall the coming of the Son of 
man be, when he shall judge the guilty race of msuokind. All who 
repent and embrace the faiu of ^ah, are as near obtaining heaven 
as those who pofess the outward and visible sign of re%ion, un- 
governed by the inward and spiritual grace, and so by the former 
are considered christians ! We may have a faith, and we may 
have a hope> but no faith pleases God except that which led Noah 
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and his friends to heaven. " For we through the Spirit wait for 
the hope of righteousness hy faith." Hast thou faith ? have it to 
thyself before God : for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. You 
may be wanting this faith, and may fear that you have too long 
neglected seeking it ; oh ! keep no longer in this sorrowfiil and 
deplorable condition, but to the best of your means repent and 
pray : you will then know by God*s bountiful grace, and by your 
solemn and real repentance with prayer, the nature of that godly 
faith which is acceptable in the sight of God, — ** Lord, I beheve ; 
help thou mine unbelief." Or you may be lamenting that you 
have not Noah's faith, and yoxa excuse may be, you stand not in 
the situation which he did, and that you do believe, but the faith 
is not within your reach. Oh, be persuaded that it is not because 
you have not Noah's faith, but the Pharisees' unbelief. "And as 
it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the coming of the 
Son of man. I^ewise as it was in the days of Lot, they did eat, 
they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded, 
but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained lire and 
brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. Even thus shall 
it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed. In that day he 
which shall be upon the house-top and his stuff in the house, let 
him not come down to take it away ; and he that is in the fields 
let him likewise not return back." (17 Luke, 28, 29, 30, & 31.) 
" He that hath ears to hear, let him hear." 

We have aeen the end of tin as set forth in the deluge. Weknow 
of a future M)unal for it ; let us now ask ourselves whether we 
should like to be found with die number of the sinful and ungodly, 
or in the Rock of Ages, which those who are in» cannot be driven 
from. Your own loio^edge and expexmnce most convince yoa 
of the certainty of the judgment day ; for as sure as you are that 
there was a deluge, so likewise sure you mast be m that diqr- 
That day when he shall make up the number of his secret ones, 
and shut the door. And to those who will not be convinced, 1^ 
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our SaTiour warn them, and his words terrify them. " Then shall 
two be in the ikld, the one shall be taken axid the other left Two 
women shall be grinding at the mill, the one shall be taken and 
the other left. Watch, therefore: for je know not what hour 
your Lord doth come. For in sueh an hour as ye think not, the 
Sob of man cometh, therefore be ye ready !" Oh, adc this ques>- 
tion, each one to himself. If our Lord was to eome now at this 
moment to judge the world, on which side should I be found ? On 
the side of the world, or on Noah ? Still lingering in the ways of 
the world, or dwelling in the Ark ^ for within its sanctuary is re- 
fuge alone ! God has redeemed us by the sacrifice of his dear 
Son ; but at the judgment-day Noah's righteousness will condemn 
our wickedness. Noah will rise up against the guilty Nineveh, 
and destroy it. Nineveh will rise up in judgment v^th this genera- 
tion, and snaU condemn it. The queen of the south shall rise up 
in judgment with the men of this generation, and shall condemn 
them dso. The prophets shall nse up against Tyre and Sidon, 
and turn them into sackcloth and ashes. The apostles will rise up 
against Sodom and Gomorrah, and overthrow them with fire and 
brimstone. Our Lord will cast down Beelzebub ; and the chris- 
tians will rise up against those persons who have hindered them 
in their spiritual progress, and have taken from them their spiri- 
tual hopes — ^their spiritual enjoyments ; and hence is proved that 
the nature of godly faith can oidy be comprehended by those who 
are religious. Noah condemning the world succeeded to the 
riffhteousness belonging to faith. Observe, he became heir to it, 
which is the security of admittance into heaven alone. 

What remains, but for me to exhort you my christian reader, to 
put your whole confidence in God, and all your reouests, desires, 
and petitions in the Ark of Christ, your refuge. You may have 
some worldly desire and inclination, which may overcome you 
from gaininff the knowledge of the nature of godly faith ; if so, 
be assured &at you are not lua. Tben, delay not. Make an en- 
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deavour to gain such knowledge, by praying for the influences of 
the Holy Spirit ; and by your gpdly faith, you will then inherit an 
heavenly kingdom, whose maker and builder is God. You will 
then, like Noah, by faith being warned of God that the day will 
come, move with fear, prepare an ark to the saving of your immor- 
tal soul^ by the which you may condemn that part of the world 
which worketh wickedness, and become heir, not only of the 
righteousness which is by faith, but likewise enjoy the sunshine of 
his eternal presence ! 



A. M. W. 



Chelmtfwd, 
23rd Nov. 1844. 
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[No. 6.] 

THE SECOND ADVENT. 



" The night is far spent, the day is at handJ^ 

ISth chap. Romans, 1st part of 12th yerse. 



We have arrivad at that period of time when the Church has 
completed another ecclesiastical year in the christian cite, and 
commemorates our Lord's coming on earth, and looks forward to 
his re-appearing when " in his glorious majesty he shall judge 
both the quick and dead.'' 

It is much to be lamented in the present day that whatever is 
not easily understood is considered important, sometimes beautiful, 
simply because it is not understood; whilst those things which are 
auickly believed and readily acknowledged, &11 short of making 
tnat due impression upon our hearts and minds and consequent 
course of living, which would be the inevitable result were it con«- 
trariwise. The second commg of our blessed Lord is a fact no one 
will dispute, but where is the preparation for him ? When he 
dwelt among the sons of men, he witnessed their follies and vani- 
ties, and to a very great extent ; he not only saw their incredulity, 
but their deceit and also their pride, he saw that pride was one of 
their greatest evils, that their hearts were stubborn and disobedient, 
envious among themselves, some wanting power, others popularity, 
but he told them that humility was an ornament ; and when his 
disciples asked him. Who was the greatest ? he set a little child in 
the midst ! All these things were men more than 1800 years ago ! 
Is there any difference now ? Is there any improvement spiritually 
or morally ? Is not pride as visible as it was then, and now fre- 
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qaently arising under the cloak of religion, which renders it much 
more despicable ? Are we not all seeking our own benefit, our 
own advantage, and not the things which belong to Christ ? (2nd 
Phil. 21.) The Jews were envious for power, which led them to 
crucify Jesus. Are we not also seeking power, and so to be 
thougnt great among men ? To exceed one another in dress, 
magnificence, talent, or charity ? Alas ! we are no better than the 
rest, Christ may truly say of us as he did of the Scribes and Pha- 
risees of old. *' What do ye more than others^?" Is not this an 
overwhelming idea when we reflect upon Christ's sufferings for us, 
his excellent teaching and admonitions ? Men are unmindful of 
their christian privileges, and proceed indifferently in their spiritual 
warfare, doing as the oias of their feelings lead them. And what 
is the remedy ? A proper consideration of our present position 
in this world with respect to the next, and as I said before, a holy 
course of living which would be the result. To induce such is the 
intention of these pages. 

What every body knows soon becomes state-singular notions 
or curious things arrest the attention almost in a moment $ the air 
we breathe is a mercy, the light of the sun also, but they are both 
common to us, and we soon lorget to be thankful for th^n. It is 
the same with doctrines, what more out of our daily thoughts tlkaik 
that Christ i$ coming to judge us, that he is at the threshold of 
our doors even now, the cry of ** Snrgite moriui, &c. — ^Arise, ye 
dead, and come away to judgment ?*^is tingling lond in our ears ! 
That ''the night is &r spent, the day is at hand.** The coming «f 
our Lord a second time is foretold throughout the New Testament. 
In the 1st Epistle of Peter, we read " But the end of all thkigtf it 
at hand, be ye therefore sdt^er, and watch unto prayer." In l&int 
John'^s Gospel also, " As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder* 
nes8, even so must the Son of man be hfted ap. That whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, btft hm everlasting life." 
Our Saviour also fbretellv it himself in Me convereation wi^ Na- 
thaniel, " Because I said imto thee, I saw thee vmiler tiie ig-tre^ ; 
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believest thou ? thou abalt see greater things than these. Verily, 
verilvy I sav unto you, hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man." 
"And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied saying. 
Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of nis saints, to exe- 
cute judgment upon all, and to convince aU that are ungodly 
among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly 
committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners 
have spoken agunst him.*' A man may one day resolve to leave 
his business anid his worldly cares, and aevote a little time to God ; 
but how often is he led astray, for religion is every day work, and 
the man of this world soon nnds that he cannot seive ** God and 
Mammon,'' though he p^haps sometimes wishes that he could. 
'^ But behold, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is 
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day." 

With respect to the place where Christ shall re-appear again 

and hold his awful assize. The Jews have thought in the valley of 

Jehoshaphat near Jerusalem, according as die 3rd of Joel, and 2nd 

verse bas been expounded by them ; others conjecture the whole 

surface of the eurth ; some ^ink in the air, (1 Thes. iv. 170 and 

this latter to me appears die most probable. (J Cor. zv. 42 — 15.) 

Concerning the time of his coming, Christ dedared " of that day 

and hour knoweth no man ; no, not the angels of heaven, but my 

Father only. (24 Mat. 36.) He declcured also his own ignorance. 

(13 Mark, 32.) *' The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 

Oh death, where is thy sting ? Oh grave, where is thy victory ?" 

Death frequently removes envy. ''Kztinctus amabitur idem,'' — 

" The sane person who was envied while alive, shall be loved 

when dead." It brings us all to our level, and removes every 

eardUy distmction. " The dust," that is the body, returns to the 

earthy and " the spirit," that is the soul, returns unto God who 

p^ve it ; there is no neutral state for the soul, when it has quitted 

its earthly tabernacle; it slusobers not, (as some have erroneously 
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imaf^ined it does,) this made St. Paul desire to " depart hence and 
to be with Christ which is far better, " for to me/' says he, " to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain.'' Thouffh the carelets-minded 
may argue that the second coming of our Lord is far off, and that 
their day of final account is equally far distant ; yet sinners arouse 
yourselves, and know that at the aay of thy deatn, thou hast judg- 
ment passed upon thee, and that angels will either wing thy soul 
into Abraham's bosom, or cast thee into everlasting torments. 
And thou knowest not how near thou art eternity. '' There is 
but a step between me and death." (1 Sam. zx. latter clause 3rd v.) 
Eveiy dajr, yea, every moment is hastening our Saviour's coming, 
and bringing us nearer to the never-ending presence of God, or 
the miseries of the cursed. And as every day in our calculation is 
bringing it nearer, let us gird up our loins, and trim our lamps and 
be ready to ffo out to meet the Bridegroom. *' Blessed are those 
servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching; 
verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them 
to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serv ethem. And if he 
shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and 
find them so, blessed are those servants." The crown of glory is re- 
served for the righteous, and they that have done good shall come 
forth imto the resurrection of life. As the morning cometh quidc- 
ly, so doth the night, all is gathering to a crisis, for " the night is 
far spent, the day is at hand." Consider, one and all, how you 
have individually spent that " Past" which you can now not recall. 
Have you been preparing, and still preparing for his coming ? In 
his kingdom there shall be no night. There will be a continuing 
sun, and thy God will be thv glory ! The prophet Isaiah even 
foretold his re-appearing. " Behold thy salvation cometh ! behold, 
his reward is with him, and his work before him." He has left us 
to fight the battle with sin, like a soldier, or as a sailor struggling' 
in a storm. The ^ve virgins were found slumbering and sleeping, 
but the christians were ready. The five former virgins were foi^- 
ish and careless, but the christians remembered the words of the 
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Psalmist, " Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound, they 
shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance.*' Oh, how 
earnestly do I exhort you, my christian reader, to take heed to-day, 
while it is called to-day ; the night cometh when no man can work. 
You may be of strong vigotu* and sound health, perhaps young 
and active, the rose may be on your cheek, aad you mry imagine 
that your end is not near, but I would remind you that the young- 
est may be called first, that this present night may terminate in 
the coming endless day ; therefore, be sober and watch unto prayer. 
Or you may be advanced in years, and yet consoling yourself that 
there is still plenty of time ere you turn from your evil ways, that 
there is still time for " a little more sleep, a little more slumber, a 
little folding of the hands to sleep. O sluggard! go to the ant, 
consider her ways, and be wise V* Go back to Calvary, and pray 
like one of the thieves who was crucified with our blessed Redeemer, 
*' Lord Jesus, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom !" 
And if thou art a true believer and follower of his, he will say to 
thee as he did to him, " To day, shalt thou be witk me in Paradise.** 
" Cast off the works of darkness, and put on the armour of light, 
walk honestly, as in the day, not in rioting and drunkenness ; not 
in chambering and wantonness ; not in stnfe and envying. But 
put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the 
flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof." ** Woe unto the world because 
of offences ! for it must needs be that offences come ; but woe to 
that man by whom the offence cometh !" 

One word to all. It is declared that Christ shall come suddenly , 
as a thief in the night. In what circumstances should you wish 
him to find you ? If you expected a guest to morrow from a far 
country you would previously prepare every thing sumptuous for 
his reception, you would put your house in order, you would com- 
mand all your servants to be in readiness with yourself to wait 
upon him, and youjwould have a hearty welcome for him as he en- 
tmd vour presence. Upon the same plan are you preparing for 
your divine Master ? He may come to-morrow, *\ at even, or at 
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midnight, or at the cockcrowiag, or in the morning ; take ye heed, 
watch and pray, lest coming suddenly, he find you sleeping" Love 
your Saviour more than you have hitherto done, then will you be 
enabled to look forward for his mercy unto eternal life. " Awake, 
thou that aleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shaU give 
thee light." You hope to be saved : ask the drunkard, the swearer, 
the adulterer, and the profane, if they hope to be saved, and they 
will ALL tell you — '* To be saved ! God forbid else. It were pity 
I should live if I had not hopes to be saved." But remember, 
however much and however long you may continue in sin, God's 
mercy will not remain for ever. " My spirit shall not always strive 
with man." " Ye shall know my breach of promise, saith the 
Lord." It is very comforting to look always on the bright side, 
and to console ourselves wiUi God's gracious promises, but we 
must also remember his threatenings. On that day nothing will 
be hid, all secrets will be noanifested, all sins concealed from our 
fellow-creatures here will be brought to light, and nothing but 
what shall be made known. O sinner, does not thy conscience 
reprove thee, dost it not tell thee what a disclosure will be made 
against thee, and though thou art now stout-hearted and afar from 
righteouflnesSf and carest not for any one, thou wilt then be glad 
to conceal thy face, for shame will cover thee, everlasting confusion 
will overspread theie. Oh, what wilt thou then not wish to give to 
recall thy unrighteous deeds, those raispent moments of thy life ; 
Oh, how wilt mou regret the seoety of evil men, which whilst here 
was your chief delight, and wibi<^ led thee into the path of the 
wid(ed, and tempited thee t» enl the bread of Bin, and to drink the 
wine of violence. ContnnplaW these feelings then now, bring the 
future before you, it will srove a eheck, an4 cause you to act more 
circumspectly, alwaya endeavouring to have a good eonsdcnce both 
towards God and towards men. '* For if our heart condemn usj 
God is greater than our hearta md kneweth all things.^' Be per- 
suaded that now imlp is the aeecfrted time ; beholdy^ioto is the daf 
of salvation. Now or never have you the opportunity of rendering 
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yourselves holy and acceptable to God, of subduing your evil pas< 
sions and sensual desires, and renewing your hearts and minds, 
conforming not to the world, but to the commands of Christ. Wait 
not until eternal judgment is passed upon you, but look to your 
present state each one for himself. Consiaer the awful sentence 
which wiU await you if you should be found in your wickedness, 
spiritually dead. Are you the same as you were ? or are you 
" building up yourselves on your most holy faith prapng in the 
Holy Ghost," keeping in the love of God, looking for his unceasing 
mercy ? Are you fit at this present moment to appear before him ? 
Each night follows us to the solemn day. How are you looking 
forward to it, will it be a day of joy when you see him face to face? 
This week may call us to the awful tribunal, how shall we stand 
before him ? 

The man who has devoted his time to the world, who has in- 
dulged all his carnal appetites, and joined in every sinful revel — 
the man of business who has allowed himself no time for spiritual 
matters, wholly engrossed with Mammon, will be found wanting 
at this day. They wiU not wish to see the ixyrd, they will tremble 
and ehake. little children who have sdlowed worldly idols to 
govern them will be far from him at that day ; but there will be 
some— oh I hope many who hate sought the Lord by Prayer, and 
such win he deMght to own. The man who has conscientiouiiy 
attended to all hw reHgious and moral dullieB> and so prepared 
himself for Christ's coming, who has trained up his children in the 
nurtttie and admonition of the Lord will reaip a full reward. But 
iJas I for the wicked there shall be weeping and gaasihiiig of teeth, 
but the righteous shall see hi« Idee with jo^. And there is aoBo^er 
tiloaght, and One of great imfMit, yom* lAdltidcial reepoBsibHity 
for the souls of others. We all know the eSbtt of example, take 
care that yours be such as you should wish to bring before God's 
judgment seat. For if thou carest not to reprove the works of 
darkness in others, thou makest thyself, a partaker of theit dins, as 
Saint Paul tells us. (5 Eph. 11.) Remember the sin of Gehazi. 
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(2 Kings V. 26.) Who when he had cheated Naaman stood very 
composedly before his master. But when he shall stand before 
God the righteous judge, his confidence will end in abasement. 
Thus too with the professing christian who regards not now the 
day of small things, which is to produce a far greater hereafter. 
Be careful then what companions you choose, for it will be of no 
use for you to say at that day, *' Lord ! I had not been in this es- 
tate of wrath and damnation, had it not been for this man's exam- 
ple." '' The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord." Repent now and believe 
the Gospel. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 
For the day is coming — ^that day of wrath ; a day of trouble and 
heaviness ; a day of gloominess and darkness ; a day of clouds, 
storms, and blackness ; a day of the trumpet and alarm. The sun 
shall be darkened, the moon turned into blood, and the powers of 
heaven shaken ; the stars shall fall as withered leaves ; the graves 
shall open, their dead shall rise ; the heavens being on fire shall 
be dissolved ; and the elements melt with fervent heat. If you 
have been a faithful steward, you will inherit yoiv Father's bless- 
ing. " Come, for all thin^ are ready." If you have despised his 
warnings, and neglected his service, you wiU incur his heavy dis- 
pleasure. '^ Go, ye cursed." O, turn ye and live, for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel ? Be found of Christ in every respect, as ber 
cometh your high calling. Mark the man who is growmg fast in 
sin, and compare the end of a good man — ^the woe which will 
come to the one, and the bliss which will ensue for the other. 
'' Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of 
that man is peace !" '' Seeing then that all these things sl^I be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy con* 
versation and godliness ?" 

A. M. vt. 
Chelm^ord, 
7th Dec. 1844. 



[No. 7.] 

IS, OR IS NOT TIE PRESENT LIFE CONDUCIVE TO TIE 
lAPPINESS OF A FUTURE ONE ? 



" Accwding as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him 
that hath called us to glory and virtue." 

2nd Epistle St. Peter, 3rd yerse. 

There is no one, I think, who will not readily admit that in or- 
der to be secure in worldly happiness, regardless of all contingen- 
cies, that no business, or profession, or pleasure, can afford the real 
and inward satisfaction as is derived from following the dictates of 
religion, and walking virtuously and godly in this present world : 
and not only enjoyment whilst we are here, but the glorious pros- 
pect which they impart of realizing a bright and certain reward 
in the world to come. Every day proves the imcertain enjoyment 
of earthly riches ; how quickly they make wings and fly away : and 
how vain it is to look to these perishable baubles for an^ enduring 
satisfaction ; but rather to embrace that which will survive beyond 
the grave, and which can never be taken from us. And as what 
we enjoy and suffer here is put in our own power, how anxiously 
should we strive to contract such virtuous habits and holiness of 
living, and so escape the corruption that is in the world. Tliat 
" all tilings are double one against another, and God hath made 
nothing imperfect," (42 Eccl. 24.) is a single observation of the son 
of Sirach, upon which many remarks hence will serve to show. In 
repljing to the enquiry now before us, let us consider First, — ^The 
nature of this life. 

That we are in a constant state of changing, few words will suf- 
fice to prove. The very particles of matter contained in us yester- 
day will have entirely evaporated in a few days. Childhood is a 
state of discipline for youth ; youth for manhood ; and that for old 
age. That we live also in a state of faith and expectation is equally 
certain. The dispensations of providence often appear contradic- 
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tory to our views of happiness in this world ; and this ignorance of 
the divine plans ought only to make us feel the more that we are 
nothing, — God every thing ; " in short it is not in man that walk- 
eth to direct his steps." The natural and the moral world are so 
constituted as to he intimately connected. The government of the 
natural world is a system of parts relating to each other, and 
then forming a whole. The government of the moral world 
is carried on hy general laws, various means intervening to 
accomplish the end. This world, most unquestionably, is a 
state of probation and trial, in order to fit us for that happiness 
which the good man desires to attain. Likewise, the sense of what 
is right, as well as wrong, is only another agency of God's, for 
stimulating us in well-doing, and warning us in pursuing wicked- 
ness. But there is something else, — the doctrine of religion teaches 
us that prudence is essentia to our prosperity here, and virtue 
necessary to our obtaining bUss hereafter. Vet in both these 
points, a certain power is given tp man, entrusted to his charge, 
and for the use of which he must one day account. Neither 
strength of body, or maturity of imderstanding, come at once, but 
by degrees : — ^in like manner our happiness ; for duration bejnns 
in this world, but is not finally accomplished until the next. This 
world is, if I may so speak, a school, in which we are trained and 
fitted for futurity. The passions and propensities implanted in our 
hearts at our birth, as age advances, gradually increase and incline, 
either to goodness or vice, as the bias of the disposition leads, or 
events of time gradually put into force. 

But many notions are entertained of happiness ; and I consider 
it will be better before we proceed further, to give a clear definition 
of that word, as some mistakes are likely to arise with respect to 
what is real abiding happiness. 

Various indeed are the notions entertained upon the nature of 
happiness. The man of pleasure, for instance, will tell you that his 
happiness consists in the gaiety and amusements of life. The sen- 
sual man will inform you that his greatest happiness is in the full 
indulgence of his passions ; and the drunkard, who cares not for 
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social or domestic peace, will state his happiness to be in the bowl 
and glass^ among men of dissipation and evil. The ambitious man 
who needs not the concerns of his far less wealthy neighbours, but 
ever mindful of his own prospects — ^if he can but gain the summit 
of his pinnacle, and perhaps crushing the well-being of many, 
will pronounce his happiness to be in attempts, — attempts to ob- 
tain prizes and gain elevation, which are quite beyond his grasp. 
Many more examples might be adduced, but these are sufficient to 
show the difference of opinion. lo the present life it is almost im- 
possible to be competent judges of each other's actions, — to fathom 
as it were the inmost recesses of the heart. The pursuit which may 
best befit the christian would totally disaccord with the feelings of 
the worldly-minded. But the happiness in this world, which is a 
forerunner of greater in the next is a knowledge of the will and ex- 
pectations of God, and a constant practice of the same which must 
(nothing can prevent) ensue to the obtaining blessing from above, 
and a joyful acceptation in that place " where the wicked cease 
from troubling, and the weary are at rest." 

Our imperfect nature forbids us to conjecture plans and actions 
for deriving more happiness than is given ; but the little we do 
know, should be assiduously performed. In the government of 
this world, vice is held out as to be punished ; and virtue, to be re- 
warded. But we can give no means of ourselves to affect either of 
these : hence we notice the moral perfection of God, who ordains 
that such and such things shall happen most conducive to the ad- 
vantage of his creatures ; or if we act in such and such a manner, 
we shall surely suffer. We may, however, modify our trials in this 
life by a little contemplation as to the issue of our deeds, which 
would frequently prevent many unpleasant occurrences. But as to 
point out the best way of always being happy, is not granted unto 
us to do. Virtue certainly is the stepping stone to bliss ; but 
the means of being virtuous and acting virtuously, must come from 
Christy who was tempted in all things like ourselves, " sin only ex- 
cepted." Vice, on the other hand, is inherent in our nature : sin 
is implanted in us at our very birth. By prudence and care, we 
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may pass our days in quietness and ease ; whereas by rashness, 
precipitated feelings, ungovemed passion, and even negligence, we 
may make ourselves miserable. One thing is certain, — that God 
does not give us happiness without the instrumentality of our own 
actions. Why he should so ordain it, is an enquiry upon which 
we cannot enter : it can only be ascribed to the general course of 
nature. God has endowed to us all more or less faculties of know- 
ledge ; and the every day events of life bring this knowledge into 
practice. Our actions are his appointment, but a foresight of con- 
sequences is a warning from him in what way we are to act ; " ac- 
cording as his divine power hath given unto us aU things that per- 
tain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that 
hath called us to glory and virtue : whereby are given unto us ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises, that oy these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature.'' Let, however, one thmg be borne 
constantly in mind, that our worldly desires, and the gratification 
of them, which many, when gained, call happiness, is not, and 
never can be, the forerunner of future glory. Though our eyes are 
^ven to us to view all external objects within our reach, yet on ob- 
jects of sin and evil they are to be turned away. So, also, are we 
to forget the glaring enchantments of this vain life, and look as it 
were through a glass to a wide and unbounded prospect, which is 
fraught with consolation, in the view of the wrecks of matter, and 
the crush of worlds," on new displays hereafter to burst from the 
Creator's glory, world without end. Alas I how many are looking 
only to the present day, — the gratification of the present moment ; 
forgetting that their future happiness is depending upon their actions 
here. And this is the reason why we do not see virtue flourishing 
like the palm-tree. This world and the next are not united to- 
gether in men's memories ; they flatter themselves mth their good 
intentions ; but as to their good living, and its future consequenoeSy 
all this is passed over. The formation of habits in our youth, as 
coming to maturity in manhood, is a fact we all admit ; but that 
real happiness depends often on such formation, is a fact also» too 
many, alas, forget I Many misfortunes and unhappinees in after 
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years may be traced to imprudent and thoughtless deeds in the 
spring-time of our lives. If any privileges we neglect to profit by 
when in our reach — manhood wiU only lament their loss, and old 
age repent it with endless remorse. If the husbandmen lets the 
seed-time pass, where is the harvest at Autumn ? If motives for 
partial happiness here are offered, and we reject them, how shall 
we expect to enjoy happiness as their result, in the world to come ? 
Reformation too, is another point upon which I would slightly 
touch. That men err to a great extent is certain ; but, that oppor- 
tunities are held out by God for repentance and amendment, is 
equally sure. Convinced am I of this, that if happiness was to be 
awarded hereafter of itself without any pre-disposed cause, or pri- 
meval affency, the misery of this world and the torment of the 
next, — ^the pleasure in this life, and the consequences ensuing 
would stand of trivial importance. Little argument is required for 
strengthening this assertion. If eternal punishment and eternal 
happiness were not seen in the government of God over this world, 
as to be the final end of all we do in this life, it would matter not 
at all whether men indulged their sinful inclinations, or skuxvned the 
paths of vice. But as mrtue and those deeds known to be the pro- 
moters of it are clearly acknowledged to be the forerunner of never- 
ending happkiess in the world beyond the grave, it should be the 
stadiottfl exertion and great aim of all of us to render our lives 
suitable to this holy purpose, for virtus sub cruce crescit, ad »thera 
tendens. It rejoices in temptation and alone is invincible ; it over- 
comes envy, and is the way of life. Nobilitas virtus, nom atemima, 
character. It is an anchor of the soul, and our safest shield. 

Secondly. The shortness of this life is another argument that 
Man's Happiness, as God in his mercy most probably intends, 
shall not be enjoyed to its full extent in thb world of trial and vexa- 
tion of spirit, but have its fuU completion in the scenes of diversi- 
fied and everlasting grandeur, whidi the heaven of heavens shall 
display. 

Question the man of science, and he will tell you that it requires 
almost eternity itself to explore the depths of art and learning. 
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That there is always, as the Poet said, — 

" Something to please, and something to instruct, 
E'en in the noisome weed." 

Ask the man of this world, and he assuredly wiU complain of the 
fleeting vanishing pleasures in which he takes his delight ; and ere 
he has enjoyed a few, is summoned to the presence of his Maker. 
Ask the aged man with his silvery locks and bending knee, and he 
will compare it to a dream, or an imsubstantial vapour. Indeed to 
deduct the affairs of life and rest, which occupy the chief part of 
our sojourn, what does there remain ? Alas 1 the longest life, as 
the Psalmist declared, is but an handbreadth, and threescore years 
abode is reduced to an actual existence of 20 years. Many will 
say what are twenty years, but like a night's dream, so swift and 
fleeting : to such, I exhort, value them the more. Use this precious 
gift — precious, because so short, as a preparation for futurity. Act 
in this life, virtuously, honorably, and religiously. Seek for hap- 
piness where only real happiness can be found. Do not deceive 
yourselves with the idea that there is any real satisfaction or happi- 
ness in the pursuit of this world's goods, and in the enjoyment of 
them. Some think wealth gives happiness: others, popularity, 
and many, pleasure. But, I strenuously deny each. The happi- 
NESS OF THIS LIFE DEPENDS ON CUB DISCRETION ; for experi- 
ence shows that those who are habituated to any indulgence, be it 
what it may, w^ rather encourage themselves in it, than be sub- 
jected to the restraints of reason and the difficulties of self-denial. 
Knowing that if such habits are repented of, in the course of time, 
the uneasiness and infamy of them will be much more felt. There- 
fore as so many instances of this kind are to be met with in our 
pilgrimage, it becomes doubtful, as to whether more happiness is 
enjoyed from virtue or vice. But it is most reasonable to believe 
from the moral government of God, and the evidence of region, 
that both these qualities will be judged and awarded in the last 
day. The being virtuous in this wond conveys many feeluags of 
happiness and self-satisfaction : what then must it be in a future 
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state, when renewed and judged, we are called to partake without 
end of the happiness which God hath in store for his people. Al- 
though it is often remarked in the world, that prosperity and 
sometimes great power attends the wicked, the dishonest, the vi- 
cious, and the immoral : and the virtuous, honest, and religious 
man is visited by various afflictions, privations, and chastisements ; 
yet it is by no means to be considered that Providence prefers vice, 
and rewards it ; for the whole tenor of Holy Writ plainly declares 
his utter abhorrence of it ; and success to the ungodly man may 
arise from his perversion of some passion implanted in him for a 
good purpose, and not from the intentions of the wise and supreme 
Jehovah. 

Again : enquire of those who are partaking of this world's vani- 
ties, whether upon due reflection, they feel any solid, substantial 
happiness. Pleasure, doubtless excites the mind, and animates the 
senses at the time of the amusement ; but, I venture to assert, that 
the conclusion would be vanity and vexation of spirit ; so little good 
is obtained from the varieties of this busy and noisy world. Well 
might a Poet exclaim, 

** True happiness is not the growth of earth, 
The search is useless if you seek it there ; 
'Tis an exotic of celestial birth, 
And only blossoms in celestial air — 
Sweet plant of paradise ! its seed is sown, 
In here and there a plant of heavenly mould, 
It rises slow and buds, but ne'er was known, 
To blossom here, — The climate is too cold.'* 

The sense of acting virtuously and of doing well, with the hope of 
future reward, is one of the principal features of real Happiness. 
On the contrary, the knowledge of committing vice, and as vice 
will be punished, ought to prevent many transgressions, and cause 
more morality than is known in the present day. Our happiness 
and misery in this world is greatly dependant upon each other, 
which appears to be a mercifid dispensation : since we know that 
example bears a great influence upon the characters of men. For 
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he who is really virtuous possesses that joy of heart — ^that delight- 
ful exercise of the christian graces, — ^faith, hope, gratitude, love, 
and benevolence, — ^which graces being so predominant in the 
Creator, naturally co-operate, and from hence must follow that 
sense of security and implicit hope, which bids fair to immortal 
bliss. 

Finally. May those into whose hands these pages fall, deeply 
consider, as to whether they are acting in that course of living 
which gives real happiness in the present life, and consequently 
conducive to the happiness of a future one ? Let each ask the ques- 
tion, — ^whether he is employing the few moments given to him 
here for the obtaining of an exceeding great and eternal weight of 
glory : or, whether in the search for earthly happiness derived from 
earthly pleasures or vain riches, which fly like chaff before the 
wind, and which are all one day to be dissolved in elements of fire ? 
By setting his affections on things above, he will less and less care 
for the unsatisfying delights in this world. By it also, he will en- 
joy as much happiness as his actions merit here in his present 
imperfect condition, and hereafter enjoy that happiness which 
another and better world is contemplated to afford, in praising and 
applauding that Perfect Superior Power, '* in whose hand 
our breath is, and whose are all our ways/' 

I cannot conclude better, than by quoting a few lines of the 
celebrated Dr. Johnson : — 

*' Reflect, that life and death aflecting sounds, 

Are only varied modes of endless being, — 

Reflect, that life like every other blessing, 

Derives its value from its use alone ; 

Nor for itself, but for a nobler end, 

Th' Eternal gave it, — and that end is virtue ! 

A. M. W. 

Chelmafordf 
21st Dec. 1844. 
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THE NEW TEAR. 
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We spend our years as a tale that is told*' 

90th Psalm, part of 9th veise. 



What solemn reflections does the anniversary of every year 
bring with it, to all pious and devout Christians ! To the young 
especially entering into life with hope and youthful imagination 
guiding them on. To the more advanced, as a warning of the 
years which are past, never to return, and of the necessity of accept- 
ing the present times for " now is the day of salvation." Time with 
its airy wings is too swift when past, to be regained : therefore, 
to spend it weU, becomes us all. Trials may cloud over our path, 
temptation may assail us every step we take in our progress in our 
spiritual life, and for a little while induce us to forget our great in- 
terests ; but if we pray fervently to our Almighty Father, he will 
carry us triumphantly through our difficulties, and we shall go on in 
our way rejoicing. And it would be well on the anniversary of 
another Year, to examine into our own hearts, and to see in what 
frame of mind we are in ; — ^what have been our chief employments, 
and how far we have attended to the concerns of our immortal 
Souls ? How far we have permitted worldly business and luxury 
to engross our attention and absorb us away from better things ; 
for we are well assured, that for every day, even every moment, 
we must hereafter have to account to that Supreme Judge, who 
knoweth all the secrets of our hearts. Solomon describes man to 
be but " vanity." Tlie apostle Peter says, that "all flesh is grass ;" 
and so also the prophet Jeremiah. The Psalmist declares that we 
are '' sojoomers in the land :" and we know that we are all hasten- 
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ing to the land of darkness, and the valley of the shadow of death. 
Men may fear death ; they may take no heed to the toll of a bell 
for a departed soul : but the time will come, when all must be left 
by themselves likewise. Yet there is a great consolation to the 
faithful, — ^we can never lose Christ ; " he ever liveth to make in- 
tercession for us." Job compared his life to that " of yesterday," 
and also likened it to '* a flower." *' Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world : if any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him : for all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the hist of the eyes, and the pride of life, is 
not of the Father, but is of the world : and the world passeth away, 
and the lust thereof ; but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever." How vexatious must it seem to the man of this world to 
depart from all be ]oves and cherishes. And death will bring with 
it in its train, shame and remorse to those who are sowing to the 
flesh : and we shall most certainly reap the fruits of what we have 
sown here, either spontaneous joy, or sorrow in the world to come. 
Every sinful desire, every unlawful thought is cherished up to be 
reproved hereafter. Nothing is dispersed, or vanishes in the air. 
There is a storehouse somewhere ; and who can imagine where ? 
And when we hear the tiiimpet sounded by the spiritual agents 
between earth and heaven, what confusion will prevail, if, whilst 
we have known the way and the only true God, we have searched 
after other gods, the work of men's hands. If we are sowing to 
our flesh, what else can we expect but corruption ? And if this 
should seem to any one startling and awful, let him fervently prav ; 
let him repent of the years which he has passed in sin, that so he 
may commence running the heavenly race, and be found a good 
steward of the manifold grace of God. We know that our deeds 
cannot of themselves merit salvation, — ^that they cannot stand be- 
fore the judgment-seat of unerring Wisdom perfect and spotless* 
but must be renewed and cleansed, washed in the blood of the 
Lamb, '* who died for us that he might redeem us from all iniqnitjr* 
id purify unto himself a pecuUar people zealous of good works. ~ 
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Nothing that is worldly can lead to heaven. Nothing that ia not 
of the Spirit can or shall reap life everlasting. This is certain : 
why then not *' walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise }" for 
" we spend our years as a tale that is iold." Seeinff that there are 
many things which increase vanity, what is man Uie better f For 
who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all the days of his 
vain life which he spendeth as a shadow ? for who can tell a man 
what shall be after him under the sun ? Therefore, begin to pre- 
pare for that solemn hour : the earlier you begin, the fitter will you 
oe found : the earlier you choose to avoid the path of the wicked, 
the more you will eschew perfect ways : " for length of days and 
long life, and peace shall they add to thee." Be assured there is 
no middle course. " Ye cannot serve God and Mammon." Neither 
will there be but two places to inherit. With much circumspec- 
tion then should we live, remembering the shortness of our lives, 
and that each anniversary forcibly tells us, " I return not." Mav 
the lukewarm be alarmed and stirred up by such a truth, to all dih- 
gence : — the unweary in well-doing comforted by the glorious pros- 
pect of a blessed Immortality. May the loiterers in the Lord's 
vineyard be no longer slothful ; for the harvest of the saints will 
soon be gathered in, — the Lord cometh, — " Go ye out to meet him." 
This may be your last anniversary ; — ^redeem it in the service of 
your heavenly master, as from it you will derive infinite satisfaction 
on vour dying beds. Be persuaded that impurity and intemperance 
will end in miserv and shame. And although these things cannot 
punish us here, tliey will hereafter. They cannot follow us to the 
grave ; but they will follow us hereafter. And what a bitter time 
will it be to them who have laid their portion in this life, and who 
will be driven like chaff from the presence of the Lord. Trifle then 
no longer ; but look to your present condition. The future may 
never be yours to see ; and therefore, not yours to repent in. 

And now my christian reader, whilst I sincerely wish you a hap- ' 
ny new year, oh, may it be a holier and a better year than you. 
nave yet spent ! Let not increase of years increase your condemna- 
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tion. Flee youthful lusts; follow righteousness, faith, charity^ 

Seace, and study to show thyself approved unto God. Then in- 
eed, you will he truly happy. Then if you are called away in the 
summer of your days, or wnen the sun has set upon your meridian, 
you will depart in peace, in sure and certain hope of a joyful resur- 
rection ; looking for that Happiness and enduring Love, which is 
reserved for the just, — " I have fought a good fight ; I have finish- 
ed my course; I have kept the faith : henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day !" 

'' Awake my soul with solemn care, 

Thy true conditioa learn ; 
What are thy hopes, how sure, how fair ; 

And what thy chief concern. 

With better thoughts the year begin i 

Raise all thy hopes to heaven ; 
And strive, and pray, that all thy sin 

Through Christ may be forgiv'n. 

Devoutly yield thyself to God, 

And on his grace depend ; 
With wbI pursue the heavenly road, 

Nor doubt a happy end." 



A. M. W. 



OMmrford, 
Ist Jan. 1845. 
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THE DECEIfFVLlVM OF APPEARMCE8. 



*' The Lord seeth not as man seeth j for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but God looketh to the heart" 

1 Sam. xvi. latter clause 7ih. verse. 



This is a declaration and a tnith so much forgotten, that it can- 
not be too often brought before the christian : it is a fact, which 
the more he is reminded of, the better ; for the daily practice of the 
world is 80 diametrically opposite ; the fashion of the world is so 
built upon appearances, that little can be said or done without 
bending to its sway. Hence, while the worldl)r-minded are so soon 
led away by it, the christian in some measure is tempted to regard 
it also ; thus, private character, and private principles, and private 
habits are unnoticed : — ^the " outward appearance,*' if morally good, 
becomes alone considered, and alone appreciated. And here may 
be noticed, the attendance at a place of worship ; a duty which we 
all owe to our Maker, and which he doubtless expects from aU who 
presume to be his followers ; but how often such attendance is re- 
garded a sufficient exercise of devotion, and a man is oftentimes 
considered full of piety, while his private course of living is un- 
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known. In this case, and it is not, alas ! of a small number : many 
may be found quietly goinpf on, without any apprehension of dan- 
^••1 , ir !• .<r '1 :- [it- nipt from their friends, satisfied as they are that 
tLcir " outward appearances" are good, without reflecting for one 
moiiiciit, that " the Lord seeth not as man seeth,'* and Hb can never 
be deceived ; he knoweth all things. " I, the Lord, search the 
heart ; I try the reins, even to give every man according to his 
ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.'' 
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We well know the ambition of the man of the world is to keep 
up appearances ; and how often he makes a sad jumble of it, even 
before the eyes of his fellow-creatures ; so also, does the professing 
christian, who placing too high an estimate upon certain exterior 
acts of devotion, forgets his responsibility for not privately foUow- 
ing up to his outward professions, and when his devotions are over, 
he again mixes in the world to revel in its vices and impurities — 
" to eat and drink, lest to-morrow we die." True it is, we may by 
*' appearances," show ourselves to be what we are not, and by- 
standers and lookers-on, (above all the great multitude of evU-doers, 
*' who strain at a knat, and swallow a camel," and who are ever 
watching the professing christian to find fault with hlm^ as the 
Pharisees who watched our Saviour,) may pay homage to us accor- 
dingly ; but the knowledge of the Lord will one day exhibit us in 
our true character ; we shall appear according to the lives we have 
led« and shall be recompensed oy a righteous judgment : — we shall 
reap the fruit of our doings. If we have sown to the whirlwind of 
fleshly gratifications, we shaU reap the whirlwind ; if we have sown 
to the spirit, we shall of the spirit reap life everlasting. *^ Behold, 
thou art called a Jew, saith the Apostle, and restest in the law, and 
makest thy boast of Qod^ and knowest his will« and approvest the 
things that are more excellent, being instructed out of the law ; and 
art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of 
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them which are m darkness, an instructer of the foolish, a teacher 
of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of truth in the 
law. Thou, therefore, which teachest another, teachest thou not 
thyself ? Thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou 
steal ? Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, 
dost thou commit adultery ? Thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou 
commit sacrilege ? Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through 
breakinic the law dishonour^st thou God ? For he is not a Jew, 
which is one outwardly ; neither is that circumcision, which is out- 
ward in the flesh : but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly ; and 
circumcision is that of the l^art, in the spirit, and not in the letter ; 
whose praise is not of men, but of God-" (2 Romans, 17 — 29.) 
So likewise, we are to consider a godly man to be him who " walk- 
eth not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful ; whose delight is in 
the law of the Lord, and in his laws doth he meditate day and 
night: that walketh uprightly and worketh righteousness, and 
speaketib the truth in his heart. That backbiteth not with his 
tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach 
against his neighbour." 

Alas ! of how many may it be truly said " ye are yet carnal, and 
walk as men." (1 Cor. iii. 3.) This was St. Paul's charge to the 
Corinthians, but equally applicable against the christians of our 
times. There is an unhappy characteristic now of running to the 
extreme one way or the other ; either paying little or no deference 
to outward ceremonies ; or else, laying too much importance upon 
them. The middle course is what is so desirable. Your attention 
to outward ceremonies acting as a stimulant to your holy living ; 
and your holy living encouraging you to call upon the name of the 
Lord, and to feel with the Psalmist, ** a day in thy courts is better 
than a thousand : I had rather be a door-keeper in the bouse of 
my Godj than to dwell in the tents of wickedness." " I was glad 
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when they said unto me. Let us go into the house of the Lord/' 
And like Joshua, " As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord." 

How natural for the worldly-minded quickly to discern the want 
of practise in professing christians, and to make it a plea for their 
own neglect. They will talk thus, — " Oh ! this, forsooth, is a 
saint ; and yet how covetous ; how griping and greedy ! Well, of 
all men, deliver me from falling into the hands of a saint. — ^They 
are proud, and impatient, and earthly ; and, if these men get to 
heaven, why may not I ? It is true they talk of self-denial and 
mortification ; hut look into our lives, and mine is as harmless and 
innocent as theirs, — they discourse of experiences, and communion, 
and acquaintance with God, and a road of words that I skill not ; 
hut certainly, if God will not condemn them, although they do 
nothing hut talk, he will not condemn me, for not talking as they 
do." It is these sentiments which throw religion so much^in the 
background, and induce many to regard it as a matter of form or 
mere deceit. Thus the wicked make of such a great weapon to 
fortify themselves in their unregeneracy. How is it with thee ? 
Be not satisfied with appearances : " the Lord seeth not as man 
seeth." You may be esteemed amongst men, and yet be hated by 
God. "Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen." 
(1 John V. 21.) 

There may be some indulging themselves according to the bent 
of their inclinations, and who imagine that if they were to repent, 
of what importance would it be to others. But remember, that 
every sin, and what are called little sins, from indiscretion of youth 
or otherwise, only drop into the ocean of sin itself, increase its size, 
and hereafter will produce shame and vexation of spirit ; and so in 
proportion, on the other hand, will the repentance for every sin. 
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bring with it great joy and future recompense. If one righteous 
had been found, Sodom and Gomorrah would have been spared. 
Therefore, the repentance of one sinner may save many. If there- 
fore, you would adorn the gospel of your Saviour in all things, 
see that your lives agree with your conversation, " redeeming Sie 
time, because the days are evil.'* " If thou seek the Lord he will 
be found of thee ; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for 
ever." Keep the whole law, and thou shalt live, was the promise 
of God to all men ; but very few can be found who abide by it, for 
we are all very far gone from original righteousness, and deserve 
to be excluded from the presence of the King. But God has re- 
deemed us by the sacrifice of his Son, and rendered us heirs of his 
kingdom, provided we serve him truly all the days of our life. This 
is the condition. Adam deviated from the law of God, and lost 
admittance by one act, and was excluded from paradise for ever. 
'* Take care that you do not faint in well-doing. Take heed lest 
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from 
the living God." We have now every opportunity, every privilege 
for embracing the offer of eternal life ; and we have also, it is to be 
lamented, too many tlnholy and unprofitable pleasures to lead us 
into the path of error in this world, and to condemnation in the 
next. Tlie world may love us as it will its own ; and yet we may 
be abomination in the sight of God. To feel and confess this is 
distasteful to human natiu'e. Our Lord has wisely exhorted us to 
" watch and pray, lest we enter into temptation." " The spirit 
is truly ready, but tiie flesh is weak," too weak to abstain nrom 
fleshly lusts which war against the soul, and to have an honest con- 
versation, which God v^ glorify in the day of visitation. It may 
suit us best to put off, like Felix, that which should be done to- 
day ; but the more we live to and for Christ, and devote our time 
to his service, the more acceptable we shall be, when we are called 
to give up an account of our stewardship. *' And what doth the 
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Lord thy God reaaire of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humDly with thy God." 

Then " examine yourselveA, prove yomr own selves,'* see whether 
you have turned wilfaMy and stubbornly to your own way — the 
way of your own hearts^^be way that your corrupt appetites and 
passions have led you. Sinners^ have their beloved sin which does 
most easily beset them ;-^their own evil way which they are par- 
ticularly fond Qf> and may disguise all from mortal ken ; but '* the 
Lord seeth the heart.'' There are many thini^s which men see no 
harm in, and therefore do not shun them ; what more (perhaps in 
some cases wilfully) forgotten than that the intense desire for and 
pursuit after riches, yriM be punished most certainly hereafter. 
And what more comtnon than this thirst for mammon ? We may 
console ourselves by vainly thinking that they will do us no injuiy 
here ; and as for the future, that is far distant ; but assuredly they 
will : we may think light of them now, but we shall care for them 
heretafter. At present, we oidy see the bud on the tree, but we 
shall in a few years hence see those buds m fruit. '^ Let no man 
say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God : for God cannot be 
tonpted with evil, neither temptetk he any man : but every man 
is tempted^ when he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed. 
Then when hist hath conceived^ it bringeA fortJi sin : and sin» 
when it is finis%»d, bringeih forth death." (James 1, 13 — ^15.) 
lliere are many who are sensible of the advantages they posses^ 
and who are convinced that *' efi^r foundation can no man lay 
tiian that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." Of such I would ask^ 
are you humbling yourselves before (arod ? Are you moptifyiag the 
old man, and renewing the spii^ of your mind by a true and lively 
repentancey and with hearty undivioed faitk in the Lovd Jesus f 
Are yon praying earnestly to "befiUed with joy and peaee in be*- 
heving, that you may abound in hope through Um powor ci the 



59 

Hofy Ghost ?*' Are yoa diligently striving to put into practice th% 
directions of your Saviour, ceasing to do evil, learning to do well ? 
Are you cultivating those virtuous graces which shone so brightly 
and perfectly in our blessed Lord, having him constantly before 
you, following him on earth, that you may live for ever with him 
in glory ? Oh, let not the name of Jeus be to y ou like the Allah 
of the Mohammedans, a talisman or an amulet to be worn on the 
arm, as an external badge merely and symbol of your profession ; 
let not the name of Christian be a reproach to you for your want 
of carrying out its requirements ! It is a sublime appellation, 
render yourselves worthy of it. It is a glorious distinction for the 
redeemed of the Lamb, and who shaU one dav sing for ever before 
the heavenly choir, *^ Hosannah in the highest ! Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. Blessing and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever !" • 

And lastly. To the impenitent, the unrenewed, and the waver- 
ing, I woula say, reibain no longer as ye are. Aim at excellence. 
Strive to h^ perfect as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
" Be ye holy, for God is holy." You are commanded to perfect 
holiness, to go on unto perfection. Oh, forsake sin ; rest not upon 
a slight repentance, or fancy erroneously that if you attend the 
courts of ue Lord's house every Sunday, or every time you are in- 
vited to attend, kneeling upon your knees, and praying with your 
lips, whilst your hearts are far from him, that you have performed 
tne task expected of you, and that no more is necessary. If this 
were indeed all, religion would be an easy thing, put on and taken 
off like a garment. We shoi^d have no need of self-denial. There- 
fore, make it your business, yea, your pleasure and delight, not 
only to vindicate the honor of your profession, and *' put to sUence 
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the ignorance of the foolish," but to " let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven !" Love and cultivate honesty and truth, that 
by the intrinsic weight of your good principles, and rectitude of 
your conduct, others mav be induced to follow your example and 
be led to exclaim, " see how these christians love one another !" 
see what temptations they resist, how zealous is their faith, and 
how earnestly they follow the Divine Pattern in all things. Lo ! 
these have come out of great tribulation, and washed their robes 
in the blood of the Lamb, for they are worthy ! 

** So spake the seraph Abdiel, faithful found 

Among the faithless, faithful only he ; 

Among innumerable false, unmov'd, 

Unshaken, unsednc'd, unterrified, 

His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 

Nor number, nor example, with him wrought 

To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind, 

Though single. From amidst them forth he pass'd, 

Long way trough hostile scorn whid^he sustained 

Superior, nor of violence fear'd aught ; 

And, with retorted scorn, his back he tum'd 

On tiiose proud towers to swift destruction doomed." 



A. M. W. 



Chelmsford, 
15th Jan. 1845. 



■HXAKCKOVT, rtr. CHAXjnVOBB. 



[No. 10.] 

THE OHBISTIABTS tNWORTHIHESS. 



^' But we are aU as an tmclean thing, and aU our righteousnesses are 
as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, 
like the wind, have taken tu away.** 

Isaiah Ixiv. 6th Terse. 

How much the christian has to deplore his own unworthiness, 
his forgetfulness of God, and the imperfectness of even his best 
services to Him, which when weighed in the balance^ would doubt- 
less, be found wantine 1 Yet, alas ! how little does he strive to 
amend this ; how seldom does he exert himself with real christian 
zeal and perseverance : on the contrary, like Felix, he trembles and 
delays his repentance to a more " convenient season." The bustle 
of the world gently lulls him on in his carnal security, and when 
illness or death overtakes him, he is aroused from his sinftd lethar- 

ff, and prays foi; divine help that so he may "put off," as Saint 
aul writes, " concerning the former conversation, the old man, 
which is corrupt, according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed 
in the spirit of your minds ; putting on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holiness." But what if 
he has not sufficient time granted for this ? what if he is called 
a^i^y without a moment's warning for preparation ? as so many are 
walking in the land of the Uving in the morning, and in the even- 
ing are found withered ; and the place that knew them, knows 
them no more ? What, I say, if he is found in his uncleanness, 
and all his assumed piety and righteousness but " as filthy rags :" 
oh, how much will he regret that his iniquities, like the wind, took 
him away from the service of his Lord ! And this is not an un- 
common case — ^this is not overdrawn ; but unfortunately, too com- 
mon i and though for a little while we are alarmed^ and promise 
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ourselves that our case shall not he similar, yet in a little while we 
are again enticed into the vortex of evil, and too soon forget the con- 
sequences which will attend our iniquities. Men do not look at 
sin with that abhorrence which it merits : — ^they love their old and 
easy paths of folly and luxury too well ; and so forget to enquire. 
Why ? until possibly they are compelled to do so, even when ne- 
cessity arrives : perhaps some awful visitation overtakes them, and 
they are thus brought to examine themselves, and to see how they 
stand with their heavenly Master. They lull themselves on in ease 
and indifference to spiritual things, and a time comes at last when 
they are made forcibly to feel that sin is the transgression of the 
law of God ; and who, as a just Judge punishes it accordingly. 
Men regard the present moment — ^the present thought — the pre- 
sent action — the present enjoyment, so much, that the future is 
forgotten. They value in too high a degree that which they are 
grasping of, and forget what may be the result ; we find them 
journeying on, loving and attending to those objects, which they 
can see in the world, and because the hereafter and its joys are not 
so glaring, they are the less sought after and admired. If we only 
consulted ourselves when the present was with us, as many do when 
the future arrives, how many sins we might not have been guilty 
of ; how many temptations might we not have resisted ; and how 
much of our precious time we might have employed in seeking 
those joys and those blessings which are unseen ; and unlike the 
fading attractions of this world, can never fade in happy realms 
above. What are we doing ? And why ? should be ever before us, 
as hereafter, to such we must answer. If we are living only to the 
world, fearM must be our account: if to-day we do tmit which to- 
morrow we should repent, sad indeed it is. But on the other hand, 
if we regard the future, each day will advance us, and we shall be 
soarinpr to the celestial felicities, abounding in a future state. 
Occasionally we are reminded by various casual circmnstaneea, 
that we " are all," as the verse before us states, " as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags ;" yet we are 
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not stirred up to a true repentance, and earnest endeavour to lead 
from henceforth a sober, righteous, and godly life. Daily and 
hourly we feel the shortness of our lives, and that like a sere leaf 
in its yellowness, we are fading ; but it becomes soon a common 
idea, a general acknowledgment, and like our neighbours we are soon 
found sailing down the stream of life, amidst gaiety and pleasure, 
flattering ourselves we are no worse than others. So true it is, that 
" all men think all men mortal but themselves"* 

And, finally, we confess " our iniquities, like the wind, have 
taken us away." Who can tell how oft he offendeth ? O, ** deanse 
thou me from my secret faults !" (Psalm xix. 12.) Who is there 
that does not feel how often he is driven into the paths of ungodli- 
ness, and has not strength sufficient to resist the temptation ? Let 
such remember the words of the prophet Isaiah, lest God hide his 
face from them, and consume them because of their iniquities. 
" But now, O Lord, thou art our Father ; we are the clay, and thou 
our potter ; and we are all the work of thy hand. Be not wroth very 
sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever : behold, see, we 
beseech thee, we are all thy people." (64 Isaiah, 8 & 9.) And as 
the christian is assured that if he prays fervently, he shall be an- 
swered, " I love them,'' says the Lord, " that love me ; and those 
that seek me early shall find me." Delay no longer, lest you 
should be called to meet him in the midst of your iniquities. Go 
to him in faith and humility, in a deep sense of your frailty — con- 
vinced that " all your righteousnesses are as filthy rags ;" and that 
you are every moment hastening " to the land of darkness, and the 
shadow of death ;" and as a flower of the field you flourish ; — ** but 
the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them 
that fear him, and his righteousness unto children's children ; to 
such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his com- 
mandments to do them. Whoso is wise, and will observe these 
things, even they shall understand the loving-kindness of the 
Lord." 

• Dr. Young. 
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We are commanded " to keep the heart with all diligence, tor 
out of it are the issues of life/' " Know thyself/* is a truth which 
should be ever before us, then indeed we shall not only know our 
frajlty, hnt feel it, we shall more eagerly endeavour to amend our 
lives, more circumspect in our conduct, and more vigilant in guard- 
ing against the temptations of our adversary, '* who goeth about 
seeking whom he may devour, whom resist stedfast in the faith/' 
Let the awfiil truth sink deep into your minds, *" the things which 
are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eter- 
nal ;" and may such conviction induce you to put a proper value 
upon temporal and eternal things, that amongst the vicissitudes of 
life, you may enjoy a dignified composure, and so as the Apostle 
writes ** to use this world as not abusing it." Christian ! wouldest 
thou cultivate this divine spirit ? — sursum corda ! Lift up your 
heart ! and whilst you are for a moment perhaps lamenting the 
shortness of all that is earthly, rise on the wings of contemplation, 
and soon wiU you hear rapturous sounds, in me realms of light, 
and heavenly melody will regale thy ears : no storms to agitate, no 
clouds obscure the air, no lightenii^^s play, and the thunders roll 
beneath thee ; here you dwdl in a variable atmosphere, but there 
you will behold the gleamings of glory in one everlasting day, 
which overshadow the Sun of Riohtbousnbss ! 

" Father of light and life ! Thou good supreme ; 
O teach me what is good. Teach me thyself ! 
Save me irom folly, vanity, and vice : 
From every low pursuit ! and feed my soul 
With knowledge, conscious peace, and virtue pure ; 
Sacred, substantial, never-fading bliss." 

A. M. W. 
CheUntfordt 
29th Jan. 1845. 



7. sHSABinoyi^ vsmss, AHMunvoaa. 



[No. 11.] 

mm mmom inyititioii. 



** J%er^we, thou Son qfrnofif tpeak tinfo the Aouh qf Israeli Thu$ 
ye apeak f saying, ^four transgressions and our sins be upon us, and 
we pine away in them, how should we then live f Say unto them, 
As Hive, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live : turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways ; for why will ye die, house qf 
Israel f* Ezekiel xxxiU. 10 & 11. 

** Come, and let us return unto the Lord : then shall we know, if we 
follow on to know the Lord," Hosea vi. part of 1 & 3. 

What a gracious invitation to erring sinners ! What comfort it 
imparts to the desponding and the contrite heart! To the hack- 
sliaer who is afar off from God ;— -to him who begins to repent, 
and is anxious to make reconciliation with his Divine Master, ere 
the dav is over, and he is summoned to that unseen world which is 
now hidden from our view, and from which there is no return. 
The world will entice us from his service, and offer its many allur- 
ing amusements ; so that men cannot see the pleasures which en- 
sue from virtuous and holy living. In oonsiderinff the verses now 
before us, there are three points which demand our particular 
attention. 

I. God's gracious invitation. 

II. The Christian's devout resolution. 

III. The promise which follows. 

With the slight regard sometimes amounting to total indifference 
vrhkk the professing Christiaa bestows upon God's threateniDgs* 
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n very great confidence on the other hand is raised up in estimat- 
ing his gracious invitations and promises of pardon. When we 
look abroad in the .world, and observe the sad accumulation of 
wickedness, the drunkenness and murders, fornication, blasphe- 
mies, and prodigies of impiety, which are daily arising ; how " by 
swearing, and lying, ana killing, and stealing, and committing 
adultery, they break out, until blood toucheth blood." (Hosea iv. 2.) 
and how visibly we trace the effects of our own corrupt nature, and 
soon discover what we really are, for '* as in water, face answereth 
to face ; so doth the heart of man to man." (Proverbs xxvii. 19 ) 
How natural it is to search into the Scriptures, and look for com- 
fort, and to seek out something which wiH console us, and induce 
us to turn from the evil which we have committed, and so to live 
as to avcHd the awful punishment that God has sealed down with 
his blood for the ungodly sinner. But there is great danger in this ; 
for the worldly-minded are often led astray by it. You will ask. 
How so ? Because it is made a plea for continuiny in sin, whilst 
it is intended to be only a consolation to those who repent of it, and 
are henceforth reforming their lives. 

For what is the general conversation of the wicked ? Alas ! it 
may be said also of many professing christians, and respectable 
members of society ; — " We know we shall die, but as we do not 
know when, let us eat, drink, and be merry ; whatever is not ex- 
pressly forbidden cannot be very criminal ; whatever is not posi- 
tively enjoined, cannot be indispensably necessary. If we do not 
offend against the laws, what more can be expected from us ? Our 
sins we hope are of the smaller order : a little harmless gallantry ; 
a little innocent jollity ; a few foolish expletives which we use frcMn 
the mere force of habit, meaning nothing by them ; a little warmth 
of colouring and license of exprission ; a few freedoms of spieech 
in the gaiety of our hearts, which, though not perhaps strictly cor- 
rect, none but the over-ri^d wotdd think of treatmg any other- 
wise than as venial infirmities, and in which very grave and religi- 
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ous men will often take their share when they may throw off their 
state, and relax without impropriety. We serve an all-merciful 
Being, who knows the frailty of our nature, the number and strength 
of our temptations, and will not be extreme to mark what is done 
amiss. Even the less lenient judicatures of human institution con- 
cede somewhat to the weakness of man. It is an established 
maxim, — " De minimus non curat lex." We hope we are not worse 
than the generality. All men are imperfect. We own we have our 
infirmities ; we confess it is so ; we wish we were better, and trust 
as we grow older we shall become so ; we are ready to acknowledge 
that we must be indebted for our admission into a future state of 
happiness, not to our own merit, but to the clemency of God, and 
the mercy of our Redeemer.'' But, O sinner, forget not that God 
may cut thee off in a moment ; that death may come to thee when 
you are in the very act of sinning against him. Oh, do not calcu- 
late upon a death-b edrepentance. The admonition of old age may 
never arrive, alas ! the almond-tree is not found flourishing every 
where. (Eccls. xii. 5.) And it is not one to many thousands, that 
lays down a hoary head in the bed of the grave. (Prov. xvi. 31.) 

There is the heinousness of little sins to think of, and which are 
so much overlooked in the present times. Our Saviour declared 
" whosoever shall break one of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of 
heaven ;" that is, he shall not enter into heaven at all. " Minimus 
vocabitur in regno coelorum ; et fortasse ideo non erit in regno cce- 
lorum, ubi nisi magni esse non possunt;" as Saint Augustine 
speaks : *' He shall be the least in heaven ; that is, he shall not be 
there at all, because in heaven there are none but great and glori- 
ous ones." How many that would blush to commit gross offences 
yet are almost imperceptibly guilty of the so called little ones, and 
deeming them such, see no reason why they should turn from their 
evil ways and live. They say 'pish !' this is but a thought, this is 
but a word. What a small matter was it for Adam to eat of an 
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apple in paradise \" But would it not have been as easy to let it 
alone, especially as we know the consequences which ensued P You 
daily flatter yourselves with the idea that they are slips, and fail- 
ings, and unavoidable inflnnities, and as Lot said of Zoar, " is it 
not a little one and our souls shall live ?*' *' What I can I think 
there is so much danger in a foolish thought, in a vain and incon- 
siderate word ? Can I think that the great God will torment his 
poor creatures for ever, for a thought, for a word, for a glance }" 
But the h3rpocrite perishes by it. And with it too your outward, 
honest, upright, civil, neighbourly man, who appears so fair in his 
dealings, such a regular attendant at a place of worship, and like 
the Pharisee, stands up and prays vnth himself, ** God, I thank 
thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulter* 
ers, or even as this publican ; I fast twice in the week, I give tithes 
of all that I possess." 

The frequency of indulging in little sins soon begets total indifier- 
ence to them. Thus we find men tremble more at one Goliath, 
than they do at the whole army of the Philistines. But be assured, 
that as in a bill every item swells the amount, so every irreligious 
indulgence will sweU your catalogue ; and as flagitious as they are 
in their nature, so will the punishment of them be great, if not re- 
pented of and forsaken. And it is certain that little sins make way 
for greater. A thief will enter your window, gain free access in 
your house, and then he can open the door for others that are 
standing without. David afibrds an example. At the sight of 
Bathsheba, a sinful delight overtook him, which ended in two worse 
acts — ^adultery and murder. Thus thoughts and wishes spring into 
words and actions,' and consolidate the whole into death — " Sin, 
when it is finished, bringeth forth death." (James i. 15.) Bear 
this however in mind, '* he that believeth not, is condemned td- 
ready." (John iii. 18.) 
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From these remarks, there is one wrong corollary that may be 
drawn, which I think best to mention before we proceed fmther. 
Though it is proved little sins will be punished hereafter, it is by 
no means to be imagined that ffreat sins will not meet with any 
difference in the esBteat of punishment ; for though there is no differ^ 
ence in our earthly death, there is in our spirittial .- there will be de- 
grees of rewards and punishments ; if it were not so, the wicked 
would see no occasion to resist great temptations more than small 
ones. What is the natiiral course of a river but to flow into the 
sea, and when the tide joins it, the current is swifter and more 
forcible : thus is it with sin ; little irregularities of conduct are the 
natural stream of a man's life, and when he is attacked with very 
ffross offencesi a violent tide ensues, and swifter than eagle's wings 
he sinks into the ocean of eternal wretchedness and despair. There 
is a caution however to be given to those who are free from scan- 
dalous impieties, and who rely upon the harmlessness of their lives, 
as a shield for them to wear on the day of the Lord's vengeance. 
Are you sure that you have in every respect walked worthy of your 
vocation ? Doubtless in some way thy heart will remind thee thou 
hast departed from God, and in such particular, return unto him, 
and make thy peace. " There is none that doeth good ; no, not 
one." " Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel ?" 

II. The Christian's devout resolution. '' Come, and let us re- 
turn tmto the Lord." There are two questions which natursdly 
arise here to the penitent and reforming sinner. 1st, What are 
the means necessary for me to use that I may " return unto the 
Lord," and so obtain his promise ? 2nd, If our transgressions and 
our sins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how should we 
then live ? The answer to the former is a duty which is incumbent 
upon every one, that of first renewing and cleansing his heart, 
since the Apostle tells us, that ** we have received not the spirit of 
the world, but the spirit which is of God, that we might know the 
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things that are freely given to us of God." To the second enquiry, 
we must shun and avoid whatever God disapproves, in order that 
we may ohtain his blessing, and receive his gracious pardon. But 
this is not to be effected without prayer, and " the grace of God by 
Christ, (as an Article teaches us) preventing us that we may have a 
good will, and working with us when we have that good will." For 
pardon and remission of sin must come from God alone. Sancti- 
fication is a work of God's grace within us, but forgiveness of Bin 
rests entirely with the glorious Jehovah. 

Thus the doctrine of purgatory amongst the Papists is done 
away, sin is truly repented of wholly, and as fully pardoned. 
" Blessed is the man whose transgression is forgiven, and whose 
sin is covered." Come, and let us return unto the Lord. Let us 
seek him by all those means of grace which he has appointed in his 
sacraments, in public worship, and in the scriptures ; by continual 
prayer, and watching unto the same with thanksgiving. '* Though 
your sins be as scarlet, yet shall they become as white as snow : 
though they be red as crimson, yet they shall be as wool. I, even 
I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions." We see how fully 
and how effectually this is carried out by God's love which we read 
of in Saint John's Gospel, (chap iii. 16.) " God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." And here too we no- 
tice the efficacy of faith. Hence the apostle tell us, (Rom. iii. 25, 26.) 
that " God hath set forth Christ to be a propitiation through faith 
in his blood, and to declare his righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past, through God's forbearance, that he might be 
just, and the justifier of them that believe in Jesus." 

Oh what an unspeakable precious gift ! Oh what great mercy ! 
Well might one of the fathers. Saint Gregory, doubt " whether it 
were more happiness or misery that Adam fell ; since his sin and 
faU occasioned such a wonderful Redeemer, and such a glorious 
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Salvation : Felix ctUpa, says he, O happy fall, that obtained such a 
Redeemer !" But, take frreAt care that you do not abuse this in- 
comparable gift. " Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 
God forbid l'* This heavenly grace is a very sweet and consoling 
doctrine, and men love it when they hear it, and " lull themselves 
fast asleep in sin :" but what says the wise man ? (Ptoy. xxv. 27.) 
" It is not good to eat much honey." Though God has said ** I 
will forgive their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no 
more ;" yet he has also declared that he " will by no means clear 
the guilty." Therefore, ask yoiu-self these questions, — " When 
God thus proclaims peace, shall I continue war ? He pardons, and 
shall I rebel ? He is reconciled, and shall I be implacable ? Shall 
I persist in those sins which he forgives ? No : far be it from me. 
I submit to that God, whose rich grace conquers by condescending, 
as well as his power by crushing." With deep humility lay your- 
self prostrate at the feet of God. . " Let us draw near to him ip. fuU 
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil con- 
science." Then will it be with you as the paralytic man, '' Son, 
be of good cheer ; thy sins are forgiven thee." The apostle tells 
us, (Gal. iii. 13.) " Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us." It is evident in God's dealings 
with mankind that he has two ends respecting himself, the mani- 
festation of his holiness, and the satisfaction of his justice. And 
when he punishes us with heavy afflictions, they are often but his 
corrections in a loving way ; for " whom the Lord loveth he chas- 
teneth ;" and if thy sins are forgiven thee, what matters it? Your 
trials are intended for your future gain, in the regions of unspeak- 
able joy, where sorrow and sighing shall be no more. 



** Soldiers of Christ, arise, 
And put your armour on ; 
Strong in the strength which God sapplies 
Through his eternal Son. 
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Strong in the Lord of Hosts, 
And in his mighty pow'T ; 
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts, 
Is more than conqueror. 

From strength to strength go on ; 
Wrestle, and fight, and pray ; 
Tread all the powers of darkness down, 
And win the well-fought day. 

Then having all things done, 
And ev'ry conflict past. 
Ye shall behold the vict'ry won. 
And gain your crown at last" 

III* The promise which follows. " Then shall we know if we 
follow on to know the Lord.'' His ((race will assist us, and he will 
guide us to the haren of eternal rest. *' If any man," says our 
blessed Lord, ''come unto me, him I will in no wise cast out." 
Follow then in his steps, as far as lies in your power on earth ; and 
if ftt any time you should depart from the path of true wisdom, re- 
member the invitation^ and embrace it swiftly, lest the night arrive, 
and the day be spent, — ^your day of grace be past and gone. Carry 
his cross ; it may be tedious, but it points to an immortal home. 
Follow hiin on earth that you may live for ever with him in glor^. 
Then will you know, yea, the righteousness of Grod, and you will 
experience that happiness which the world giveth not, neither can 
take away. 

Reader ! what is required of thee by God is verv Uttle, especially 
when thine own sinfulness is remembered. And ii you desire to be 
forgiven, you must " come and return unto the Lord" immediate- 
ly : — ^you must confess your guilt, and be sorry for your sin. In 
"^le while the invitation may be no longer yours ; and if you 
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have not foUowed in the steps of the righteous, how can you expect 
your ** latter end to be like his ?" Pray for Uie assistance of the 
Holy Spirit, that you may cleanse and purify your heart ! " Then 
shall you know, if you follow on to know tne Lord." Are you 
aware of the importance of renewing your heart ; or does it appear 
to you extravagant ? If you should in the last day be found wil- 
fully ignorant, how will you answer for it to God ? He will re- 
quire vour account ; and oh, may you be found blameless in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ ! The spirit of God increaseth and 
diffuseth spiritual knowledge ; but the spirit of the world defileth 
the temple of God " Create in me a clean heart, and renew a right 
spirit within me." " Then shall you know if you follow on to know 
the Lord," even the deep things of God ; " I will betroth thee unto 
me, in faithfulness, in loving-kindness, and in mercies/ 



** Retarn, and come to God ; 
Cast uU your sins away ; 
Seek ye the Saviour's cleansing blood ; 
Repent, believe, obey ! 

Say not ye cannot come ; 
For Jesus bled and died, 
That none who ask in humble faith 
Should ever be denied. 

Say not ye will not come ; 
'Tis God vouchsafes to call ; 
And fearful will their end be found, 
On whom his wrath shall fall. 

Come, then, whoever will ; 
Come, while 'tis call'd to-day ; 
Seek ye the Saviour's cleansing blood : 
Repent, believe, obey !" 
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Let him then who sees in what a precarious situation he stands, 
lahour earnestly to crucify the old man with his deeds, and so at- 
tain to the high prize of the calling of God in Christ Jesus, which 
when gained will he to his great and endless comfort. He has left 
the world and is serving his divine benefactor. Oh, who can ade- 
quately picture his happiness ? He feels and knows the spirit of 
Grod to be within him, with its all-sanctifying influences, and knows 
now what he did not know before. " For ye are bought with a 
price, therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which 
are his." Such will lead you to glory, and will be as a well of wa- 
ter springing up in you unto everlasting life. " There is no peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked." " Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil 
ways ; for why will ye die, O house of Israel ?" " I beseech you 
therefore, brethren," says St. Paul, " by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this 
world : but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may approve what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will 
of God." (Rom. xii. 1 & 2.) " Also, thou Son of man, the chil- 
dren of thy people still are talking against thee by the walls, and 
in the doors of thy houses, and spesdc one to another every one to 
his brother, saying, Come, I pray you, and hear what is the word 
that Cometh forth from the Lord. And they come unto thee as my 
people, and they hear my words, but they will not do them : for 
witn their mouth they show much love, but their heart goeth after 
their covetousness. And lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely 
song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an in- 
strument : for they hear thy words, but they do them not.'' 

Lastly. Improve your precious time, let it not be wasted '' in 
shapeless idleness," or in attending to frivolous pursuits. Forget 
the things which are behind : press forward to what is before you. 
Guard against distraction of worldly cares ; a warning most neces- 
sary in these our mammon times 1 See what progress you make 
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in your love to God and man, and how far you exhibit those holy 
principles which shone so conspicuously in our blessed Redeemer. 
Then amidst all the changes and chances of this mortal life, you 
will be happy in yourself — you will have obeyed the injunction 
and received its blessing — ** Acquaint thyself with God, and be at 
peace." You will be longing to realize those beautiful promises in 
the land flowing with milk and honey, in the presence' of our 
Mighty Deliverer, who hath ransomed thee from the power of the 
grave, who hath redeemed thee from death ; and with far more jus- 
tice than it was originally used, you may adopt the beautiful excla- 
mation — " O praeclarum ilium diem, cum ad illud divinum animo- 
rum concilium ccetumque proficiscar atque ex hac turba et cullu- 
vione discedam \" 



** And now, without redemption, all mankind 
Must have been lost, adjudg'd to death and hell 
By doom severe, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fulness dwells, of love divine, 
His dearest mediation thus renew'd. 
Father thy word is past, man shall find grace ; 
And shall grace not find means, that finds her way, 
The speediest of thy winged messengers. 
To visit all thy creatures, and to all 
Comes unprevented, unimplor'd. unsoaght ? 
Happy for man, so coming ; he her aid 
Can never seek, once dead in sins, and lost ; 
Atonement for himself, or offering meet, 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring. 
Behold me then ; me for him, life for life 
I offer; ♦ • • • 

— — wrath shall be no more 

Thenceforth, but in thy presence joy entire." 
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** Thon in heaven and earth the only peace 
Found ont for mankind under wrath ! Thou 
My sole complacence ! well Thou know'st how dear 
To me are all my works, nor Man the least, 
Though last created ; that for him I spare 
Thee ftom my bosom and right hand, to save, 
By losing thee awhile, the whole race lost. 
Thou, therefore, whom thou only canst redeem. 
Their nature also to thy nature join ; 
And be thyself Itfan among men on earth, 
Made flesh, when time shall be, of virgin seed, 
By wondrous birth : Be thou in Adam's room 
The head of all mankind, though Adam's son. 
As in him perish all men, so in thee. 
As from a second root shall be restored 
As many as are restored, without thee none. 
• • • unazampled love. 
Love no where to be found len than Divine ! 
Hail, Son of God, Saviour of Men ! Thy natne 
Shall be the copious matter of my song. 
Hencefortii, and never shall my harp thy praise 
Forget, nor from thy Father's praise disjoin." 

A. M. W. 



Chelmsford, 
12th Feb. 1845. 



•■■AscBon* m. «BSL]iimB». 



[No. 12.] 

THE WAYS OF PROTIDENCE JUSTIFIED TO IAN. 



/ returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the svoift, 
nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet 
riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill ; 
but time and chance happeneth to them all. 

9 th Ecclesiastesi 11th verse. 

This is the conclusion at which Solomon arrives after having 
gratified every desire of his heart, and beheld the vanity and vexa^ 
tion which attend all men, more or less, — the strange results which 
are sometimes wrought beyond man's comprehension, and which 
in fact neither wisdom, nor understanding, nor skill can account for. 
It is well said, " God works by means, and we cannot always dis- 
cover the end :*' thus what we most anticipate, frequently ends in 
disappointment ; and that which we least regard, ultimately proves 
of advantage : showing that the race is not to the swift, nor the bat- 
tle to the strong, but time and chance happens to us all. Take for 
instance a man, who, according to appearances, is setting out in the 
world with every prospect of success ; friends to assist him, person- 
al merit to aid him, and yet every step he takes, some invisible 
power will propel him back; he knows not what, and wonders what 
obstacle it is perpetually rising in his way, and he will live to see 
another happier man, with less pretensions than himself, in every 
respect soar above him, whilst he remains motionless to the end of 
his days. But we will take another picture to view : — ^here we be- 
hold an individual without any earthly privileges and blessings what- 
ever, friendless and poor, without talents, and his appearance even 
without attraction: the wide world is before him, he stands almost 
a stranger in it, but he surmounts his difficulties, time and chance 
open him a way, and subsequently without almost the least trouble 
or forethought, we find him in an elevated position in life, looked 
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up to, honored, and beloved. History too affords many examples 
of this kind, and shows that the wise who most need bre^d, are not 
always to be satisfied; or that men of understanding are to acquire 
riches, or men of skill to enjoy favour ; but that there is a power 
which is justified to Man, some secret and unseen workings in hu- 
man affairs which baffle the keenest imagination, or the most pen- 
etrating eye ! And that this is right, is certain : for unless there 
was a superior intelligent power to cross our plans, to check our 

Progress, and to overrule our conduct through life, our fancies would 
e fiways ihdulged, and every plan and desire would be carried out 
according to our own intentions. What more consistent to human 
nature than that the race sk&uld be to the swift, and the battle to the 
strong; yet how contrary the operations of the Divine will, for "God 
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise : 
because the foolishness of Grod is wiser than men ; and the weakness 
of God is stronger than men : for the wisdom of this world is fool- 
idinesis with Grod." Though indeed men complain of this pronus* 
euoos cUstribution of God's blessings to the gCNMl and the bad, Uito 
jusl and the uiyust, the deserving, and the undeserving, still the 
sovereign Lord of all is looking on, and some eageriy enquire^ why 
does he permit such strange amalgamations, such prosperity to the 
wicked, and misfortune to the good ? 

This is answered, by contemplating a future state of rewards and 
punishments where every mystery shall be made clear, tiie hidden 
thmgs oi darkness brought to Ught, and then shall every tnah hai^e 
pnuse of God. K there were to be no distinction hereafter, between 
the man of this world loaded with vain riches, and tixe poor nan 
maintaining his integrity and serving his Divine master, it would 
be of no importance what lives we led, what pursuits we fbttow^. 
The case ef Lasarufe and the rich man is a striking verification 9i 
this remark, llie former was poor, and a beggar in perfect dead- 
tution^ 'defflring to be fed with the crumbs that fell from tiie nch 
man's table. He soon died. The rich man also died, and was bi»- 
^ ~ "* ^ and in heU he lifted up his eyes, being in torments^ and teetii 
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Abraham afar off, and Lazaras in his bosom : and he cried and ssdd. 
Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus tiiat he may 
dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool mv tongue ; for I am 
tormented in this flame. But Abraham said^ Son, remember that 
thou in thy life-time receivedst thy good things, and likewise Laz- 
arus evil things : but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 
(iCIth Luke, 19 — 25.) This unequal distribution of worlcQy g^ is 
one of the strongest arguments of a future state. 

The life of Joseph was a successive list of misfortunes ; yet Pro- 
vidence did not cross them, but he turned them to the most merci- 
ful ends, as we read in the 50th chap, of Genesis, Ye verihf thought 
ml against me, tmt God meant it for good, by preserving you a pos- 
terity upon the earth and bring to pass as it is this day, to save much 
peoph alive. It can scarcely be supposed 9Xiy one would not admit 
the interposition of Providence, and the bringing about good restilts 
by unaccountable and unknown means, called by the woridly ehance, 
or permitting trials, or retarding prosperous steps, — all, yes, all to 
proceed frbtn One Great Caus^, whose ways are unsearchable, 
and his paths past finding out. O the depth of the riches both of 
the gooaness and wisdom of God 1 — ^Whither sluJl I go from thy 
sphit } or whither shall t flee from thy presence ?" 

To those who doubt, if any such ^ere be, consider the otnAipo- 
tence of Jehovah, and the smallness of thy own factUties, Canst 
thou by searchmg, find out God? Wouldst thou know the AlmgighQr 
to perfection ?—'Tis as high as heaven, what canst thott do?— 
Tis deeper than hell, how canst thou know it ? Take a retro- 
spect of thy own life, •* and thou shalt remember all the tiray 
which the Lcnrd thy God led thee these forty years in the wif. 
demess, to humble thee, and to ptbve thee, to know what 
was in ^ne heart, whether thou wouldest keep his command- 
ments, or no. And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, 
and fed diee with manna, which thou knewest not, neitiier did tiiy 
fathers know ; that he might make thee know that man doth not 
live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
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« "^..rtectoi ni«"^- 

•^'*»'^e» unthouRht of, m a way mystenoua j. ^nd 

^ji^^^ ^ ^j moat unlikely, and led thee to attribu fcwce; 

^(0^^^'^^/^tcoiiimandeth the ravens, whom the winde and the eeag 
fco ^^^^"^^6 clotheth the gnus of the field, which to-dav b. and to. 
!S»^?5^?fe«'''"°'''^'''^'*^"*^*'''^''Si'»et iberaUy, 

•^t*^ J^ •IflffAat aU thinRs work toRether for ( lamthat 

j^tir^"*^ J'^to them who are the called accordini purpose. 

0|O* directed to go to Zarephath, and went ; a widow had 

^ lauded to meet him there, — the eame almighty hand 

IP^ and she took him under her roof, and she, and he, 

hL lid eat many daya. And the barrel of mud wasted 

■* I the cruise of od fail, according to the word of the 

<| : spake by EUjah. (17th let Kings, IS & 16.) 

, iriatian Reader pi'""> •"•«■ entire dependance upon 

ut him ye can d< g 1 You may be called to 

ed by adversity ; ich as the intention of Pro- 

^tie<''^wards you for some wiae end, and be not exalted with 
j^deo^ gr deprcBHed from the other, "5iie race ia not to the swift, 
tbB "Eg' battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet 
'^"hea to o>B'' ^^ understanding, nor yet favor to men of skill ; but 
^.g and chance happeneth to them all." For who shall separate 
^froni the love of Christ ! shall tribulation, or diatress, or per- 
^eution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? For 1 am 
igels, nor principali- 
to come, nor height, 
t to separate us from 
Lord.'' 

A. M. W. 



[No. 18,] 

THE RGSPOWSIBILITm OF BAPTISE 



Except a man he bom of water and qf the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God, 

drd of John, 5th verse. 

This is a subject which not only occasions much unhappy dis- 
8ension« but requires our most careful consideration. The very 
command of Christ himself to his apostles, proves the necessity of 
Baptism ; for if regeneration were not a thing necessary to eternal 
life, would He have taught Nicodemus that to see the kingdom of 
God is impossible, saving only for those men which are born from 
above ? Uur Lord's last mandate was couched in these words, — 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, there- 
fore, and teach all nations. Baptizing them in the name of 
THE Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost. St. Paul 
tells us. If any man he in Christ, he is a new creature. What is 
essential then \n order to secure the blessings of Christianity ? 

In the first place, hearty and undivided faith in the Lord Jesus, 
— a dependance upon the cross of Christ — and an everlasting hope 
of eternal life from His ascension, who now sits at the right hand 
of God, being delivered for our offences, and raised again for our 
justification. We must not only mortify our sinful inclinations, 
and amend our conduct, but our sins must be washed away. You 
will naturally enquire, — How is this to be effected ? I answer, by 
God only. '' Buried with Christ by baptism into death ; that like 
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
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even so we also should walk in newness of life." Baptism then, if 
received rightly, is the plenary remission of sin. 

This is proved by the following passages from scripture :~Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for 
the remission of sins. (Acts ii. 3 — 8.) Arise, and be baptized, and 
wash away thy sins. (Acts itxii. 16.) He saved us by the waalung 
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost. (Tit. iii. 5.) Let 
us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies wash- 
ed with pure water. (Heb. x» 22.) 

The Fathers speak in the same language : — By the sacrament of 
Baptism the pollution of our natural birth is put away. Qrigen tf» 
Luc, 2. Horn 14.' It is lawful for any man, in his infancv, or in 
middle age, or in old age, to receive this circumcision made with- 
out bands (i. e. baptism^) wherein we do not underj^o labour, but 
lay aside the. burden of our sias, and find the lorgiveoesa of our 
fauks committed at all times. Chrysoatom in Qm. Horn 40. Ren- 
ovation in baptism is made in a, moment by the remission of all 
sins $ for there is not aa much as one that remains, however great, 
which mav not be pardoned. Augustin de Trin, 1. 14. c. 17.) Now 
being maue free from sin, says St Paul to such peraonji, wd be- 
come servants to God, y^ have your fruit unto hotiness,, and the 
end everlasting life. The apostle Peter says, — ^Not the potting a- 
way of tlie filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
towards Crpd- 

Seeing then the importance of this holy Bite, let iti encourage 
Fak^nts tp l^ng their In&uots into covenant with God. L^l^ not 
the iireligipi^ Uvea of baptized persons aground yon be m exeuse 
for neglecting this blessea privilege ; for they are increasing their 
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responsibility, and will have to answer for their sinful course before 
a pure and holy Judge, at the last day. Still even to sueh, there 
may be forgiveness, one of the articles of our Church teaches us, 
that after we have received the Holy Ghost, we may depart from 
grace given, and fall into sin, and oy the grace of God, we may 
arise again, and amend our lives. Tertullian says^ God would not 
threaten the impenitent unless he forgave the penitent. Hooker 
says. Predestination bringeth not life, without the grace of exta- 
nal vocation, wherein our baptism is implied. (Rom. viii. 3.) If 
Christ Himself who giveth salvation, do require Baptism, (Mark 
xvi. 16.) it is not for us that look for salvation, to sound and exa- 
mine Him, whetlier unbaptized men may be saved ; but seriously 
to do that which is required, and relimously to fear the danger 
which may grow by the want thereof. Bear in mind that the effi- 
cacy of Christ's blood appUed in baptism cwtinmes, and the pisni- 
tent and contrite heart may obtain fresh supplies of strength and 
grace by seekiag aod ptaying for the h^p oCtne Holy Spirit. 

Last, but not least, be careful in your selection of Sponsors; 
choose such as are Eving in the foar of God, and striving to keep 
his commandments : such as wiB g^ve your cbaldren when they ad- 
vance in years^ not only good coiaiMel and advice but their goad 
ewample, and ultimately perh^, with EMvkie assistance, be the 
saving of little ones, of whom it is our heavenly Father's will that 
not one of them should perish. Who is there that does not feel 
his own natural corruption, and the tendency consequent upon it, 
to neglect spiritual matters and religious ordinances? To such 
who feel this weakness, let them go to the fountain of living waters, 
and like Naaman, the Syrian, wash, and be clean ! Look upon 
ituB ordinance as accomphshing an outward purification. Let it be 
verily, ''a death unto sln^ and a new birth unto righteousness;" — 
and naving begun a good work, live to perform it in righteousness 
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Bnd faith, until the coining of our Lord j when renewed, and cleans, 
ed, and sanctified, you will be called to mingle among the redeemed 
'^when this mortal shall have put on immortality, and you are 
borne on angels' wings to meet your jDeliverer in the air ; for the 
door of heaven is opened, and myriads of saints are lifting up 
their heads as they enter the portals of this holy city to receive 
the ransomed of the Lord, and an entrance is ^* ministered unto 
them abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our I^ord and 
Saviour Jesus Chnst" 

** In token that thou shalt not fear 
Christ crucified to own. 
We print the cross upon thy brow, 
And mark thee his alone. 

Oh, may the Holy Ghost with power 

Thy heav'nly birth attest; 
And when the Lord shall own his saintsi 

Then be thy name confest. 

Fearless, and faithful to the end, 

Tread all temptation down; 
And, caird on earth to bear his cross, 

Hereafter share his crown." 



A. M. W. 



12th March, 1845. 



lesAmcHovT, Try. CBStKsroAB. 



[No. 14.] 

THE BLE8SIN68 OF THE EUCHARIST. 



This do in remembrance of me. — Luke xxii. latter clause 19tli ver. 

This is a positive injunction and invitation from Christ 
himself; and were it only on this ground it should be constantly 
attended to by all his professing servants. Yet, alas! in this 
Laodicean age, it is too little thought of, and too much neglect- 
ed. We know in our natural life that we are in a constant re- 
quirement of food and sustenance, and that without such, we 
snould die. Do we forget that our spiritual life equally needs 
constant supplies of Divine grace? For as long as we are in 
this continual warfare of trial and trouble, we must be supported 
by something more than the consolation which the worldly give, 
*' Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you.'' As continuance of Life therefore, is 
the desire of every one ; and as at Baptism, we lay a foundation 
of a new life, so in maturer years we must seek that food and 
diet which will enable us to sustain this new birth. That food 
and diet is the holy Eucharist; for the flesh of Christ is meat, 
and His blood is drink : through faith we taste eternal life, and 
are in communion with Him, even on earth. He who hath said 
of the one sacrament, " Wash, and be clean," hath said concern- 
ing the other, likewise, "Eat and live." 

If the poor distressed woman of whom we read in the 9th chap, 
of St. Matthew, 21st verse, went to Christ for restoration of her 
health, without the knowledge we have, and felt that if she did 
" but touch the skirt of his garment she should be made whole," 
how much more easily can we persuade ourselves through faith, 
of the efficacy of the Lord's Supper, and the certainty of his 
imparting new life and vigour in our souls, and preserve us un- 
til he summons us to his presence. But, as I have before said. 
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this blessed ordinance — ^this great privilege is now too little thought 
of, an^ tpo #^^h YK^leotecK^ 

What is reauired of them who come to the Lord's Supper ? 
" To examine themselves, whether they repent them truly of their 
former sins, stedfastly purposing to lead a new life ; have 4 lively 
faith in Qod's mercy, through 'Christ, with a thankful remem^ 
br^c^ (^ His ^e^X)^ ; aq4 he 'ip^ charity with ^l ipen." ^re these 
dui^ 4i^P^ciilt i far f^poqi it ! Is it, that you i^iagine yoQ r^-* 
quire a lopg time for preparation and repeptfuice ? ^9^^imh«r 
t)ie hmgm^^ of the pious Bishop Hopkins, " I mus^ prpfesi^ ttva( 
I Ioq]^ ujpvooi tW man who hai;h endef^voured to serve Qc^d cop^ 
^c^entipusly in the ordinary duties of every day, to be ^ufficiei^V 
]j prepfMTed for this holy and blessed orqiniipce, if h§ b^ mi- 
oenly called to partake of it; i^pd called to it he. is^^wh^i^ioeT^r 
he ha^^ 9^ op]^tunity of receiviiig. And that a pibifs 9^4 vor 
offensiT^ phristian life was looked upon as tb^ best prepaj^q^ 
to this ixoly ordinance, b^ this ordinance itself w^ look^ HPP<^ 
^ be 4ie grea^st pbhgation to sqjch a lijp^ appeari^ by t^ pifrr 
tpn6J9 pf \ae primitive timeii ; wherein we hfive ^ccoiKit giv^ U4 
tW tl^ Christians did every day« ^nd at the fartbest every ),iO;[^'Q 
d«y, cpII^Du^ic^ in the ford's Supper ; sp A»t tjier^ <^d ^e 
no con^ide|:«^le spi^ of ti|n# ^et impart for par^q^sr pri^pfUR^ 
Qm ; but a poly, Uameless life w^s thought su^pien^ tp |[ii^y 
%}xBfa (qj! wojrtby receivers:" (of course he i^e^fM p^^-^wpppsmg 
tb^ presepi;^ of a livdy failih in Christ :) ^ PieilJbuer d^ we ^^H 
that they put such a mock hpQpur upon ^ bply SflfflTft^TJiiyt W 
tp fM}y«f|/ce 1^ 9ft bigh that tbey di^t ^pt cQgg^ ^^a^ it> f»i ^ 
wlwt i^ pH^ pf pi^^ respect." 

Ags^, if you indulge in sins which ^t l^st h^ve b^P^^e yp]|r 
idpbli w4 70a fefd ^ yp^ C9W0t §^ilf ^B4 qw^¥ RVfr^m 
the9i, Wi^ is your remedy ^ but to po^ fmi^«0J fpr jb^elj^ mm 
9bpv«, 9||4 sp rofl^t tM tepvptatiion^ wkv^^ 9re irtmfi yoQ, day 
^y W W?ff«f tp PleraaJ V^^. Piotufe tp J^oa^»rt^|^ ||^to|ip 
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\^ hither^ nQ% H&Yipg a ^ed4inff ganx^e^t I" Wba$ exct|se will 
you thef^ ?9ake to t^e Suprenae Host qf the feast } Now, indee(|, 
you can trifle f^tji your everlasting salvation, — now, indeed, you 
may make Ug^t of the invitfitioni, an4 "go your way, one to his 
f ^rm, s^fiptber to his merchandise ; — you may ail with fine coo- 
sent begin to make excuse : — ^a piece of ground ms^y require vptMr 
attention, and yqu Timst needs go and s^e it ; qx yoi^ may f^ave 
bought fiv^ yo^e qi oxen, aii^ wi^h \q go to proyp thepi ; I pray 
thee l^ave J»e e^rpused ;*' or, you m^y " have marr|ed % wife, (a^a 
190 entffsd ii^to the xx^osi reUgious and sacred rite Instituted 01^ 
e^th,) and therefore, with the resi; " csuinot come." But at the 
l^s^ asLj, piich excuses lyill avail iqo^l^njg before Qod. tt inay 
b^. If e wi)l say to yov, ^8 the king 8§id to the 8,ervan|;s in t^e 
n^pible, " Bw4 ^um band and fopt, and take him f(wi|y, anq cast 
mm in^ outer darkless; there shall be w^epin|j[ and gnashing 
pjf ig^t^." fe^rii. Matt. 1^ verse.) 

pe asj^ured, that if you are not fit qq earthj( ypu cannot b^ 
4t \q joiu ihp Marriage feasl at the Slupper of the I^apah, i|i ce- 
J^stigil m^sion^ of purity and perfection. tJnless you prepare 
yourself qn e^h, if is ioapossinle (or you tp expept to be foup4 
i^pe% u^hsfitfiTS of his glorious king49m* Therefore, so lon^ as 
ypu wilfuU^j or carelfBSflly, or through prrpheous impressions of 
ypur unworthinessj, neglect this holy prdinaupe, so long are the 
vows Qi po4 Uppn jpu,— rfio long you are abusing this unspeak* 
abliB privilege, yo^ are guilty of prpf^atiou, y^s, even ''trai|^p- 
lipg m4fir fiooi^ th,Q $on of God. and cpunt|ng the hlood whefe- 
yvm y9» ftre si^ictifipd, an x^mj thwg* ?n$ doing degpife to 
the Spri^ of Im grace.'* 

Phi let; me pntreat ypu, my 9?w^^4»» Bie^der, if you fshpidd 
belong to either of the classes just mentioned, to remain iap 
long^ a| yqu are. If you value your own soul, be convinced 
of your danger ! " Turn not away from Him whq ^j^eaketk from 
heaven." It is your Lord's invitation — ^his pfiftlng |^en#<li^|^. 
Oh, treat it not slightingly and with disparagement. I)raw near 
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in faith, and accept it every time you have the Offer from your 
Minister, who is an " ambassador for Christ, as though Goa did 
beseech you by us, we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God." Then you will be enabled to look forward with 
joy to that day when you shall drink this cup " new with your 
Saviour, in his Father's kingdom." 

Are you poor? Christ only can make you rich; rich not in 
this world's vain goods and perishable possessions, but rich in 
the treasures of ms Love. Do trials cloud over your path ? — 
" Take eat, this is my body, which is given for you : this do in 
remembrance of me." Here you will receive comfort and strength, 
this wiQ support you in all your troubles, and carry you trium- 
phantly through your difficulties. Here you will receive peace ; 
peace which uie world giveth not, neither can take away. Are 
you grateful for mercies received — ^for benefits conferred ; — ^the 
sacrifice of Christ for your redemption, his poverty that you might 
be made rich ? — if so, you mil prove your gratitude not by empty 
words, but by celebrating his goodness in attending his holv table, 
that you mav dwell in Him, and He in you ; "then we awell in 
Christ, and Christ in us; we are one with Christ, and Christ 
with us." Then when the days of your earthly probation are 
finished, you will have the satisfaction of knowing vou have en- 
joyed sweet communion with your Saviour on earth; and with 
calm and happy resignation exclaim, " Father, my hour is come ; 
I have glorified thee on the earth : I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do. And now. Lord, what wait ^for ? 
my hope is in thee ; for they that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves toitk 
Mm r 

A. M. W. 

26{h Maich, 1845. 
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m NAUumE 01 mui practically illistratei. 

JONAH'S CALL, DISOBEDIENCE, AND JUST PUNISHMENT. 

N9W the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son o/Amiitai, saying, 
arise t go to Nineveh that great city, and cry against it, for their wick- 
edness is come up brfore me. Ist Jonah, 1st & 2nd verses. 

The narrative of Jonah's mission to the Ninevites and his refusal 
to discharge the honorable duty assigned him, affords a striking in- 
stance of that depravity of the human heart to which the holy scrip- 
tures bear such ample testimony. The capital of the Assyrian em- 
pire was plunged in the deepest vices, and God mercifully purposed 
to signify his displeasure, and warn the people of his anger by the 
threat oi speedy punishment. Jonah was commissioned to pubUsh 
this threat to the inhabitants ; but, either apprehensive of personal 
danger, or more probably, shrinking from the possible reproach of 
being called a false prophet, if the mercy of God should spare the 
place, he took ship to Tarshish, declining to discharge his commis- 
sion. In the course of his voyage, a violent tempest arising, he was 
cast by the mariners into the sea, where he must have perished, if 
the goodness of God who heard his prayers for deUverance from so 
imminent a danger, had not rescued him from his perilous situation. 
And how prone are we to disobey the call which has been given to 
Ud. Are we not labourers in the Lord's vineyard ? and yet many of 
VA are standing'idle. Are we not exhorted to warn the wicked from 
the error of his way? for "he that winneth souls is wise ;" and the 
time may come, when God will punish us for wilful neglect as much 
as-he £d the prophet. Therefore, exhort one another daily while it is 
called to-day, lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness 
of sin." The narrative before us may be made a warning, an exam- 
ple, and an encouragement. We will therefore consider it more at 
large ; and may the Holy Spirit enable us to profit by Jonah^s sad 
example, lest we, in the frailty of our nature, and pervef^ei^ess of. 
our ways, through sin, suffer for sin, and thereby lose the protec- 
tbn and favor of God in the hour of our greatest need. Though 
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the Lord is merciful and gracious, still he is a God of justice, and 
according to our ways, so doth he deal with us ; but when we be- 
come hardened, and sin in defiance of Him, as was the case with 
the Ninevites, his justice and mercy are then mingled together. — 
Nineveh cared not for God, and its inhabitants lived in total defi- 
ance of Him, till at length God threatened to destroy it. How sim- 
ilar this to the days of Noah, when God also witnessed a perpetual 
sinfulness in man's heart, and thereby drowned the world, leaving 
only eigkt souls to glorify him. Our nation is not purer, or more 
righteous ; and if God visited them for their iniquities, shall He not 
also visit us ? Nineveh was a populous city — ^great and grand ; but 
it boasted of its evil deeds, and its inhabitants only triumphed in 
the wicked desires of their hearts and gratifications. 

Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, — 
saying. Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, avid cry against it, for 
their wickedness is come up before me. Let us meditate more min- 
utely on the subject before us, and consider 1st. — ^The name and call 
of Jonah — ^why such call was given : 2nd. — ^The disobedient course 
which he pursued, and the means he adopted, drd — ^The punishment 
which God was pleased to inflict upon Jonah. 

1. The name of the prophet was Jonah, signifying " a dove ;" — 
most probably intimating the message he was to receive from God, 
of proclaiming to the Ninevites the sentiments of God towards them. 
The first notice taken of this prophet occurs in 1st Kings, 14 chap. 
23 — 27 1 where we read, that Jeroboam, the son of Joash, king of 
Israel, from the entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, ac 
cording to the word of the Lord God of Israel, which he spake by 
the hand of his servant Jonah, the son of .Ajnittai, the prophet, 
which was of Gath-hepher. 

Gath-hepher was a town of Zebulun, in the kingdom of Israel, 
and in after times a part of Galilee. By this we are led to suppose 
that he was contemporary with the earliest of the prophets, (Ajnos 
and Hosea) but more probably in a preceding reign, in which case 
he thenbecomes more ancient than the earliest of the other prophets 
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His place of interment is disputed ; some supposing it at Nineveh, 
— others, at a place within the tribe of Zebulun, two miles from 
Sepphoris, on the road to Tiberias, which still retains the name of 
Gath. Jonah's call was a mercifdl act of God towards the Nine- 
vites, and the same long-suffering is held out towards us, for which 
we ought to render our best thanks. Nineveh does not stand alone 
in guilt before God ; let us remember this, and pray each one for 
himself, that wickedness may be rooted out of our land. Nineveh 
had transgressed to the greatest extent, (like Babylon of old) indulg- 
ing in all kinds of evil, regardless of the consequences, and was 
standing on the abyss of eternal ruin, when Jonah was desired to 
warn them of the peril in wliich they stood. And is there not a 
second Nineveh to whom God has sounded forth a similar call ? — 
Now, even now, the voice of holy writ calls us to obey, to repent, 
and to watch, lest the Saviour come as a thief in the night, and find 
us sleeping. God may allow us to remain undisturbed in sin for a 
season, but no longer than His mercy shall have reached the limits 
he has ordained. Then will come the bitter reflection, — we knew 
the good, but chose the evil ; we learned to do evil, and ceased to 
do well. We forgot the presence of God, and Uved in paths of vice, 
and so were fitted to be cast into outer darkness : where should be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

2. The disobedient course which Jonah pursued, and the means 
he adopted. " But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshishfrom the pre- 
sence of the "Lord, and went down to Joppa ; and he found a ship 
going to Tarshish : so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into 
it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of th^ Lord** 

No sooner had God given his injunction to the prophet, — not 
sooner had he become acquainted with the will of the Lord, than 
he manifests a disinclination to enter upon the service of his Mas- 
ter. Slavish fear of man predominating over respect for the will 
and commands of Omnipotence. God does not always prevent a 
sinner from entering into the path of ruin, neither, when once en- 
tered, take him away from it ; but generally permits him to remain 
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nntil he sees the error of his wa^rs, — is penitent, and humbly suas 
for pardon. Tlius was it \inth Jonah, who, following the bent of 
his \sdlful and perverse inclinations, continued for a season his rebel 
course, without any apparent dread of the displeasure of the Al- 
mighty. What self-assurancemust Jonah have possessed; well may 
we exclaim, *' that the heart is deceitful above all thii^ and des- 
perately wicked, who can know it ? Alas ! who can ? The heart of 
Jonah deceived him, and assisted him in his wicked undertaking. 
There is much to be gleaned from this, for ourselves. The source 
of Jonah's sin was a most culpable timidity — ^he shrunk from a du- 
ty at once honorable and beneficent, which he surrendered with 
imaginary danger, until he fairly deserted the pathway of obedience 
and mercy, and left a great city to perish without an effort for ite 
reformation. Bow many like nim are to be found in the present 
times, who through the fear of man which bringeth a snare» are led 
astray from the paths of religion and the service of God ; who are 
lulled into forgetfulness by ease, luxury, pleasure, and the pride of 
life : and when the watchman sounds the trumpet in Zion, will be 
found wanting ! How many through the fear of being called reli- 
gious overmuch, neglect and refuse to fear Him, who can destroy* 
both soul and body in hell ; and for this foolish apprehension of 
their neighbours' scorn, numbers are ushered into the presence of 
their Maker unprepared ! How many Young Persons after Con- 
firmation, fearful of the ridicule of their companions, partially neg- 
lect the Holy Sacrament of Christ, and allow their youthful care- 
lessness to grow into habitual neglect ! 

Jonah paid the fare of his ship, and went down into Tarshish, 
from the presence of the Lord. It has been supposed by some, that 
Jonah merely went to sea, and that the Mediterranean was intend- 
ed. Others, a particular place. Josephus says, it was Tarsus, in 
Cilicia, the birth place of St. Paul. Others, Tunis, or Clarthage, in 
Africa ; and lastly, Tartessus, in Spain. The latter t^pf&ucs to be 
the most probable.' The people of the ship were iPhoemcians^ for- 
eigners, and idolateris — and imderstood his language, which dearly 
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implies that it was not a nation more remotely foreign than the 
Phoenicians. Tarshish was in a contrary direction to Nineveh. Jonah 
was anxious to remove himself from his Maker, forgetting that He 
was Omnipresent, and went to Joppa. Arriving there, he found a 
Phoenician ship bound forTarshish and other places ; for Tartessns 
was a colonial emporium of the Phoenicians. The disobedience of 
Jonah was instantaneous, and his punishment sudden and unfore- 
seen : he neglected his duty, and went apparently in a calm manner 
into the depths of sin, by disobeying the message of God. There 
are many things which we do quite contrary to the laws of religion 
and virtue, yet we become habituated to them, and soon forget that 
they are sins. Disobedience, be it remembered, not only consists 
in neglecting, like Jonah, any commission from the Lord, but also 
tfi domg what Qod has forbidden. This is a point upon which I 
would slightly touch. Acts of omission may receive paraon; though 
at the same time depending upon the quality of the error : acts of 
commission, and of which we must all individually feel a part, merit 
and will hereafter receive condemnation, if not previously punished 
on earth ; for this is erring against reason and the revelations of God. 
The man who desecrates the Sabbath-dky in order to perform some 
secular business, forgets that he is violating the 4th commandment 
of God ; and yet he will tell you, that he hopes for heaven. And 
the man who neglects his holy vocation, will one day be punished 
for wilful omission : for our saviour declared, that he who knew 
his Lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to 
his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not^ 
and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few 
stripes. For to whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much 
re^quired ; and to whom men have coBaimitted much, of him they 
will ask the more. Such an assertion as this is decisive and over- 
whelming. It is too true, that most of men's lives contradict their 
pvoifessioii ; and it is equally certain, that many talents lie hid, and 
many opportunities for us^ulness and religious exercises are lost 
by the love of pileasure, or aoriid engagements. And what a fear^ 
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ful account will have to be offered by those, who like Jonah, have 
run in their own sinful course, have met with no hindrances at the 
commencement, and when least suspecting danger, are thrown in- 
to an awful eternity. '* Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth ; and 
let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the 
ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes : but know thou 
that for all these things, God will bring thee into judgment." 

3. The punishment which God was pleased to inflict upon Jonah. 
We shall soon perceive that although Jonah was proceeding in an 
apparently comfortable manner, he was overtaken by a storm, which 
was likely to prove fatal. 

Disobedience to God we find almost invariably will have its due 
punishment* Our courts of justice in this world may be taken as 
proofs ; and in that which is to come, there awaits all, nigh and low, 
rich and poor, a tribunal, " where every man shall receive a reward 
according to his works." This is sure, and well would it be, if 
Christians thought, and said, and did, as if it were on the threshold 
of their houses. But the imcertainty of the time of its coming, fre- 
quently produces forgetfulness or disregard of it ; and so it may 
come upon us at an hour when we think not. " And what I say 
unto you, I say unto all. Watch, lest ye enter into temptation. — 
Behold, the Judge standeth at the door." 

But the Lord sent ottt a great wind into the sea, and there was a 
mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was likely to be broken,-^ 
lien the mariners were afraid, but cried every man unto his God, 
and cast forth the wares that were in* the ship into the sea to lighten 
it of them : but Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship, and 
he lay and was fast asleep. So the shipmaster came to him, and said 
unto him, What meanest, thou, O sleqfer ? arise, call upon thy God, 
if so be that God wiU think upon us, that we perish not." 

In the time of danger, fear is certain to reign. In the time of ease 
and peace, God is often forgotten, llien it is that he sends his dis- 
pensations, and tries the heart, when it is the most tender for the 
~<*rations of his Divine will. Men are seldom awakened to a sense 
•;ir danger until they are almost beyond recovery from it, as 
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was the case with Jonah Lukewarm, self-confident^ and self-de- 
ceived in themselves, and unmindful of the actions and dispensa- 
tions of the Almij^hty who is omnipotent, and ruleth over all. " Who 
is like unto thee, O Lord, among the Gods ? who is like thee, glo- 
rious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?" It appears that 
Jonah had no sooner commenced his voyage, determined against 
God, and almost ignorant of his presence, than the waves began to 
roar. He had scarcely shown the seed of his disobedience, than he 
felt the effects of it. His actions had been watched, aud the hard- 
ness of his heart had deceived him. The sea was tempestuous, and 
the ship likely to be broken. What an awful position for the marin- 
ers ! They were afraid, and cried every man unto his God : — here 
we notice the all-sufficiency of prayer ; the help it is when all hu- 
man powers fail. 

Be assured, that in worldly troubles there is nothing equal to 
prayer, for consoling the dejected spirit, and leading us to that God 
who can alone comfort us by the riches of his grace. " Oh, that 
men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men. And let them sacrifice the sacrifices 
of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing. They that 
go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters: these 
see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep : for he 
commandeth and raiseth the stormy wind which lifteth up the waves 
thereof." Such is the language of the Psalmist, and is applicable 
to the perilous situation of the ship of Jonah. " They cast forth 
wares that were in the ship into the sea to lighten it of them." — 
Anxious to save their lives, and fearful of the majesty of the Most 
High, they endeavour to lighten their vessel in the hopes of pro- 
ceeding onwards. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the shipt 
and he lay fast asleep. Observe the lukewarmness and cool indiff- 
erence of this prophet. Unmindful of danger, not suspecting cala- 
mities to fall upon him, he retires to rest : perhaps with the inten- 
tion of foraettin|r his sin and thereby satisfying himself in his wick- 
edness. Jonah 18 fast asleep, ignorant of his danger, enjoying that 
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repose which is a rest to the heavy-laden, and a comfort to the ser- 
vants of God. He was permitted to enjoy this kaury for a short 
season, nntil the shipmaster came to him and said unto him, What 
meanest thou, O sleeper ? arise, call upon thy Grod. He was sud- 
denly aroused from his fleeting enjoyment, and to answer for his 
late disobedience. ** Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, 
and he brtngeth them out of their distresses/' He awakes to feel 
his guilt, and to tremble for his sin. What meanesi, thou, O sleeper? 
is a question which might be put to many now, who are sleeping in 
the path of duty, and when weighed in the balances will be found 
^ficient. How many are pursuing the things of time, and leaving 
the momentous concerns of eternity. How many are priding them- 
selves in the possession of wealth, honor, and popularity, and neg- 
lecting to obtain that crown of life which shsdl never fade away, 
reserved in heaven for the just. To such, we exclaim, as the ship- 
master to Jonah, Arise, call tjpoit God, if so he thalt God will think 
t^on us that we perish not. This request was urgent, and appears 
to have been attended to. Supplication to God is the only means 
for gaining pardon*. ** Who knoweth if he will not return and re- 
pent, and leave a blessing behind him ; even a meat offering and a 
drink offering unto the Lord your God ? Who has not experienced 
some time in his life, the blessing and the mercy of God, who, in 
the season of adversity has not found him a Comforter, a Father, 
a Friend ? Who has not found the Lord gracious and long-suffer- 
ing, slow to anger, and of great kindness ? Thus the shipmaster 
felt, and he was preserved. Well may we exclaim with the Psalm- 
ist, " Oh, how great is thy goodness, wMch thou hast laid up for 
them that trust in thee, before the sons of men ! The steps of a 
£food man are ordered by the Lord : and He delighteth in bis way. 
Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous : and shout for joy, 
all ye that are upright in heart." 

Cheimsford, A. H. W. 

3rd April, 1846. 
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The MRBATIYE of JOMH eontinued. 

JONAH'S CONFESSION. 



And they said every one to his feUow, Come, and let us cast 
lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So 
they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah." 

let chap. Jonah, 7th verse. 

The mariners in our narrative had recourse to the expe- 
dient of drawing lots, which appears to have heen common in 
ancient times. When the Israelites were smitten at Ai, for their 
trespasses, God commanded Joshua to collect the different tribes 
of Israel and bring them together, and take that man, and all 
he had, who shotQd be found to work folly and transgress the 
covenant of the Lord. 

Again, when Saul was desirous to pursue the Philistines by 
night, and God did not answer him, he called hither the people 
of Israel to be on one side, and himself and Jonathan on the 
other. And the lot was cast, and fell upon Jonathan, and he 
was taken. And to come to later times, when an Apostle was 
to be added for the ministry of the Church, "they gave forth lots, 
and the lot fell upon Matthias.'' Likewise, after the crucifixion 
of our blessed Lord, his garments were parted, and lots were 
cast upon his vesture. So also it was in tne instance before us, 
" They cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah.'' How great must 
his sin then have appeared I How convicted and how wretched 
must have been his feelings at that trying moment. Though he 
had concealed his error from man's knowledge, yet it was but 
for a time. He thought he was safe, and when he most con- 
sidered that he stood wrm, he fell. Thus was he a victim to his 
own folly. And so men now, eaually rely on themselves, and 
perhaps when too late, discover tneir incapacity and the frailty 
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of their undertakings. The fear of man, which had led Jonah to 
disobedience in the first instance, could no longer prevail, for the 
mariners were alarmed ^t the violence of the sea, and the reason 
thereof they were naturally deairous to know. The fear of God 
now prevailedj and to obtain his mercy was their foremost care. 
From this we see, that a time always arrives, when men become 
sensible of their sin, however long they may have indulged in 
error. " Come ye children, hearken unto me : I will teach you 
the fear of the Lord. What man is he that desireth life, and 
loveth many days, that he may see good? Keep thy tongue 
from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil 
and do good ; seek peace, and ensue it.'' A due regard to these 
moral and religious duties will prevent all Christians from falling 
into error. If Jonah had practised these, neither his disobedi- 
ence, punishment, nor confession would have happened ; but he 
departed from good, and peace therefore, he could not enjoy ;^— 
and the reflection of it wrung his conscience, as we shadl pre- 
sently more fully observe. 

Let us now consider,-**and may the guidance of the blessed 
Spirit be with us in our meditaticms. 

I. Jonah's confes6i(m of his guilt to the mariners. 

II. The fear resulting therefirom. 

'* Then said thef unfo him, tell U9, we prat^ thee for whose cause 
this evU is vpen us ? What is iMne oeeupaitiou ? and wheuee earnest 
thou F What is thy eeuntry .^ aid of what people art thou ^ And 
he said uuto them, lam an IMrew, and I fear the Lord tks Qod 
of heaeen, which ha/th made the sea and the dry tand.*^ 

Such an acknowledgment was necessary, and Jonah was per« 
feetly right in giving it. They w«re promineAt ajid essentkl 
<]piestioB» ; Mad how much bettw is it to acknowledge fuilt than 
to conoeski k. Jonah at last felt convinced that there was a eia- 
perior power ovevruHng hia eonduct, and ordering the events lie 
experieneedf and so he> acknowledgsci the omnipotsncs ai Jsko- 
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vah. Here he confessed his country, and his sin convicted him 
80 deeply that he was in great fear. He felt that the hand of 
the Lord was upon him, chastening him for a season. The oc- 
cupation which was given him he nad neglected to fulfil. He 
had brought his life to destruction, and placed the Uves of his 
comrades in imminent danger. And what for ? The foolish fear 
of man prevailed, and he lost his confidence in God, and so for- 
sook the task to which he had been appointed of warning the 
guilty Ninevites of their precarious state. And what did such 
disobedience produce, but a just contempt and severe punish- 
ment from his heavenly Master ? And he will soon reap the 
result of his open violation of God's command. *' If we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all imrighteousness. If we 
say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word 
is not in us." 

II. The fear resulting ther^rom : — 

" Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him,-^ 
Why hast thou done this F for the men knew that he fled from 
the presence of the Lord, because he had told them,^* 

The mariners were justly afraid from the state of the waters, 
and the disobedience of their passenger the prophet. Their ap- 
peal to Jonah was startling, " Why host thou done this?" He 
felt his guih, and they were aware of it. Jonah embarked very 
quietly, and began to sail very smoothly ^ but a« to think of the 
hereafter, he did not; for he slumbered into nature's peaceful 
oblivion. Oh, that every Christian believer would ask himself 
this question, when pursuing any wickedness, or acting contrary 
to his duty. When partaking of the pleasures of the world, and 
seeking for earthly possessions, and forgetting the Christfan cas- 
ing, such a question would stir up a confession, and probably 
a repentance. "For with the heart man believeth unto righte- 
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oosness ; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.'' 
If this question was always before us, how often would it pre- 
vent us from entering into the way of evil men. How often 
would it deter us from making the impulse of the moment^ our 
excuse for doing what is wrong, and act as a check-string upon 
us. *' For the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the 
transgressors shall be rooted out of it. But the path of the just 
is as the shining light that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.'* 

'* Eternal Spirit ! we confess 
And sing the wonders of thy grace ; 
Thy pow'r conveys our blessings down 
From God the Father and the Son. 

Enlighten'd by thine heav'nly ray. 
Our shades and darkness turn to day ; 
Thine inward teachings make us know 
Our danger and our refuge too. 

Thy pow'r and glory work within. 
And break the oiains of reigning sin ; 
Do our imperious lusts subdue. 
And form our wretched hearts anew. 

The troubled conscience knows thy voice; 
Thy cheering words awake our joys ; 
Thy words allay the stormy wind. 
And calm the surges of the mind." 

Cham^ford, A. M. W. 

16th April, 1845. 

■BBA&OSOVT, m. ORS&XSyOXD. 
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The MBBATIYE of JONAH continued. 

JONAH'S ADVICE.— HIS FURTHER CHASTISEMENT. 



T%en said they unto Atm, What shall we do unto thee^ that the sea may 
be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous. And he 
said unto them, Take me up, and east me forth into the sea ; so shall 
the sea be cahn unto you : for I know that for my sake this great tem- 
pest is upon you. Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the 
land I but they eould notf for the sea wrottght and was tempestuous 
against them. Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said. We 
beseech thee, Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man*s 
life, and lay not upon us innocent blood, for thou, O Lord hast done as 
it pleased thee. So they took up Jonah, and east him forth into 
the sea : and the sea ceased from her raging. Then the men feared 
the Lord exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and 
made vows. Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up 
Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three 
nights.** 1st chap. Jonah, 11 — 17th verses. 

''Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto him that 
sent me ; Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me : and where I 
am, thither ye cannot come." God had been with Jonah, but the 
prophet now s^pears to be left to himself in the midst of his trou- 
ble, though only what he merited. He found it impossible to caa- 
tend with the strength of the Almighty, and therefore became rec- 
onciled to a watery grave, and ready for the fruits of his late sin. 
Nbbd I endeavour my friends, to oeseribe the distressing state of 
the prophet; but for a warning it may prove useful. However 
much men triumph in their sin, afterwards they will reeeive the 
due award. Let us now consider 1st, The advice of Jonah to the 
mariners. 2nd, Their reluctant execution of die eame. - 3rd, The 
extent of Jonah's punishment. 

Hie mariners' distress was great, and they were anxious to alle«- 
viate thedr perilous situation, and demanded of Joudi the best man- 
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ner for doing so. And he said unto them. Take me up and cast me 
forth into the sea; so shall the sea becalm unto you .-for I know that 
for my sake this great tempest is upon you. This prophet is consider- 
ed in many ways to be a t^pe of Christ, and here is one appearance 
of it. Caiaphas prophesying the death of our Saviour, said to the 
chief priests. Ye know nothing at all, nor consider that it is expe- 
dient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the 
whole nation perish not. In like manner was Jonah, by submitting 
to a watery grave, to be the means of saving a whole vessel and its 
crew. Notwithstanding his command, the men could not bring the 
ship to land, for the sea wrought, &c. Here is a striking instance 
of the insufficiency of man ; though the sailors rowed as fast as they 
could, still there is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor counsel a- 
gainst the Lord. Man can never equal the strength of the Almighty. 
He who bid the waters swell can alone calm the tempest. Their en- 
deavours were fruitless. How many, alas ! in the present day are 
striving to excel in greatness by their own works, and must come 
short eventually, of the praise which cometh from God only. How 
many are striving for worldly advancement by their own industry, 
without praying for the assistance of the Holy Spirit. Like the men 
in the boat, they strive earnestly to reach the haven of everlasting 
bliss by their own way : and by adopting methods of their 
own invention, instead of striving to enter in at that gate which 
the Lord himself hath made, and the paths to it he walked in 
himself, leaving us an example to follow his steps. And every at- 
tempt they make will most assuredly be thwarted ; eveij way we 
take will become more difficult, like ue sea increasing in its foams, 
unless we look up to that God, who is the way, the truth, and the 
life. The way to walk in, the truth to go by, and the life through 
which alone receiving strength, they can persevere. 

2. The mariners' reluctant execution of Jonah's advice. In the 
14th verse we notice the efficacy of prayer ; and by casting the pro- 
phet into the sea, the^intentions of Divine providence were perform- 
ed. The sea ceased from her raging, and the power as well as the 
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will of God was manifested. The displeasure of God towards the 
Ninevites was now extended to the very prophet sent to warn them 
of their danger. Jonah rushed into sin, and had scarcely slept in 
the act, but was thrown immediately into perils in the sea. But 
he had not long seen the state of the waters before he felt and ac- 
knowled^^ed to the mariners, that he had grievously sinned. Hence 
we perceive the conviction that all men w^ have, sooner or later — 
a conviction of their depravity. Or if put into danger, or smitten 
with adversity, will then repent and fear like Jonah, " the Lord the 
God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land." Agrip- 
pa when examined by Paul confessed that he was ''almost persuaded 
to be a Christian." His conscience was tender, and it moved his heart 
in the same manner as the awful tempest reproved Jonah for his 
disobedience to God. Observe the effect it had upon the mariners — 
fear and sacrifice. " The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom." It is this holy fear which should govern all our actions ; and 
well would it have been for Jonah if he had possessed it at the com- 
mencement of his sin, for it would have prevented him from falling 
into such open disobedience. This holy fear is the sum and sub^ 
stance of religion, and is the effect of grace. But the fear of man 
is more natural, as Jonah's sad example shows us, who possessed 
it to so great an extent that for the approbation or censure of his 
neighbours he neglected the calling of his heavenlv Master. Had 
he for one moment reflected, the fear of God woula have restrained 
him, and like Joseph, he would have said, " How can I do this 
thing, and sin against God ?" However, it was not so : he was 
prompted by a slavish fear, his faith in God failed him, and he sinks 
into the billow's broad ocean. Happy is the man that feareth alway. 
But he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief. Happy is 
the man, who in all the vicissitudes of this mortal Ufe can feel 
that his God is with him in all he undergoes. Happy is that 
man, who possesses a strong faith in the promises and com- 
mands of God i for the loss of which, Jonah became disobedient. 
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and was punished aceordinglT. Lamentable on the other hand is 
that man who loses his confidence in God, and is prasomptnous 
enough to think himself in the right, whilst he is ening against the 
Divine commands. Lamentable is it» for it will always have some 
jnst punishment here, and wiU keretfter receive a heavy condeoma- 
tion. Guard yourselves therefore, I beseech you, against a foolish 
fear of man, and a self-confidence of being in the nght, when you 
are, perhaps, erring directly in contradiction to Hba demands of God. 
Peter denied the Saviour thrice : seyUusuramce was predominant 
in him. And this is an error which even at the present time is to 
be met with. Jonah's disobedience is a sad example of the neglect 
that is now prevalent to the duties of religion ; and his sudden and 
melancholy punishment is a warning : let it not be lost upon us. 

Vows were made, and sacrijiees were offered unto the Loraj tie men 
feared exceedingly. Similar indeed is it with Christianity now: men 
when they are aroused from their wickedness and see the danger of 
their state are very anxious to make any compensation to the Lord. 
But such vows are often momentary, and seldom performed. This 
is as wrong as the sin that Jonah was guilty of ; this is another 
sort of disobedience : consequently will be productive of a just re- 
idbution in the last day. If for the neglect of one sovereign com* 
mand Jonah was thrown into the waters of destruction, what will 
be the award for those, who are daily and houblt offending the 
Most High } Surely this is a consideration that demands us all to 
ask this question individually : what use have I made of the talents 
entrusted to my charge ? what duties have I neglected to fulfil, and 
in what sins have I indulged contrary to the laws of Grod ? Occapv 
till I come, is our Saviour's condition. Are we mindful of it ? Such 
an examination as this is necessary for all since we know that a day 
is coming, when the Lord will bring to light " the hidden things oiP 
darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts, and 
then shaU every roan have praise of God." Therefore, let it not be 
forgotten, that the same voice which gave the command to Jonah to 
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cry against the wickedness of that great city Nineveh, may issue a 
call to the present nation, which like Nineveh of old, is beset with sin. 

That the iam^ power which permitted Jonah to sleep fast in his 
open transgression may allow us of this generation to eat and drink, 
and be merry, and whilst in a fanciful and false security, like the 
shipmaster arousing Jonah, the Lord Omnipotent may exclaim, — 
Behold, the judge standetb before the door. Are we ready to stand at 
that day ? or shall we like Jonah be glad to escape from the seat of 
judgment, feeling our sins lay heavily upon us. Need we be awa- 
kened to seek the Lord while he may be found, to call upon Him 
while He is near, and to obey his voice, while time, fleeting time is 
in our grasp. Let the statesman, the philosopher, the young and the 
old remember, that " the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom," and employ no more time on the world than is necessary for 
subsistence. Our actions will merit a just account, and like Jonah, 
will meet with punishment or approval, as the case may be found. 

3. We are now to consider — The extent of Jonah's punishment. 
The Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah: and Jonah 
was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights, 

God has been pleased to punish Jonah in a manner suitable to 
the Sin of which he had been guilty. God has apparently given 
his prophet over, by permitting him to remain in the depths of the 
fathomless ocean. We have seen the shadow and the substance of 
religion— the difference between ob jjring and not obeying God's 
commands. We have noticed how easily and how quickly men can 
follow the bias of ^eir evil passions, when prompted by a slavish 
fear, and the lamentable events, which the Almigiity only can and 
does effect, as the recompence of their wickedness and a warning 
for the future. The acts of the prophet Jonah are not so rare, as 
many may think, but disobedience similar to his, though differing 
according to circumstances, is daily practised by us all ; therefore, 
as much as we see the error of it in him, so let us guard against it 
in ouxwtfes ; remembering alwmys, that ^' there is a way which 
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seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." 
A slight chastisement was not adequate to the extent of his griev- 
ous offence : therefore, God not only allowed him to be cast into 
the deep and expansive ocean, but placed a fish ready to receive 
him, and probably to exterminate his existence. With respect to 
the " great fish" in which Jonah is said to have been consigned, a 
great deal of profane witticism and disputation have taken place. 
Probably it was a whale, if that fish were known in the Mediter- 
ranean ; that is, supposing the fish did not actually swallow Jonah 
(and the text does not oblige us to afi&rm that it did), but detained 
him in its mouth. And this would render the prophet in less un- 
pleasant circumstances than if he had been in the stomach of any 
other fish. For we are told that " the mouth of a common whale, 
when open, presents a cavity as large as a room, and capable of con- 
taining a merchant ship's jolly-boat, full of men, being six or eight 
feet wide, ten or twelve feet high (in front), and fifteen or sixteen 
feet long." I am quite convinced that the circumstance is not phy- 
sically impossible, although there are difiiculties which will remain 
under any explanation. It was the Lord who "prepared" the great 
fish consequently he might have exerted influences beyond the or- 
dinary course of nature (though it does not appear they were a- 
gainst nature) to ensure the accomplishment of his Divine purposes. 
The greatest difificult question which arises, is to find by what pro- 
vision Jonah was preserved from suffocation ? To this we answer, 
"Is any thing too hard for the Lord ? " And to the Lord it was not 
harder to preserve Jonah in the belly of the fish, than the three 
youths at Babylon in the midst of the " burning fiery furnace." 
To those who read their Bible, and believe that the Almighty has 
at sundry times, and in divers manners exercised powers beyond 
the ordinary course of the laws which He has appointed to govern 
nature, will find the difilculties removed. And Jonah was in the hdr 
ly of the fish three days and three nights. This is not to be con- 
sidered as necessarily implying three entire days and nights ; but 
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would be true if understood of one complete day, and any part, howevever 
small, of two others. Thus our Saviour, who lay in the tomb from 
Friday evening to Sunday morning, is said to have lain three days and 
nights in the grave. So likewise the situation of Jonah is to be considered 
a type of the Son of Man. (Matt. xii. 40 verse.) What a melancholy state 
was Jonah's ! But he cried unto Gbd who mercifully heard his prayers ; 
— as Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale's belly, so was 
the Son of Man three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. — 
From the crucifixion of Christ to his re-appearing on earth, in the space 
of three days he descended into Hell, which word is properly translated 
from the Greek " Hades ;" not however, that place of torment to which the 
wicked are to be consigned after the day of judgement — that was not the 
place for the holy Jesus — that was not the place for the immaculate Son 
of God, but his soul went into the common receptacle of departed souls in 
the intermediate time between death and the general resurrection. A 
clearer proof of this proposition may be found in St. Peter's sermon on 
the day of Pentecost, where he alludes to a passage in the Psalms, and 
applies it to the resurrection of our Saviour. " Thou wilt not leave my 
soul in Hell ; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption :" 
that is, to lie long enough in the grave to be subject to rottenness. 

But what a solemn declaration our Lord gave to the scribes and phar- 
isees, saying, that " the men of Nineveh shall rise up in judgment with 
this generation, and shall condemn it : because 'they' upon Jonah's res- 
toration and re-appearance '' repented" at his preaching, *' and behold a 
greater than Jonah is here." Surely if the Ninevites repented at the threat- 
enings of Jonah, what must be expected of «« in a Christian land, who 
are alas ! frail and sinful. Jonah is not here to warn tis; but behold, a 
greater prophet daily cries, " Come unto me that ye may have life" and 
shall we dare to disobey the call — ^it is not a call of man's — it is not a call 
of time, but it is a call from God — ^a call for eternity, " Work out there- 
fore your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God which worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure." " The queen of the 
south shall rise up in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn 
it : for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon ; and behold a greater than Solomon is here." The religious 
advantages and privileges which we as Christians possess are indeed very 
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great, and shall we neglect to use them and to]yalne them, How many 
in heathen countries would be thankful for what we posaess. It is deep- 
ly to be lamented that so few among us duly appreciate those bleuinggf 
which many prophets and righteous men desired to see and saw them not, 
and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them. One 
reason may be adduced as the cause, which reason itself only increases 
our responsibility, viz : that they are continually with us, and so in time 
we forget their importance. But will such an excuse avail at the final 
day of account P No ! it cannol. As I have before stated, " occupy till 
I come," is written upon every talent given us, every blessing, and each 
word, thought, and action will be brought to judgment. No sooner we 
abandon one evil desire, or action, one evil pursuit, than another as bad 
or worse, takes possession of our hearts ! and without we exercise great 
faith and resist it, the coosequences will be most severe and certain. Pro- 
pensities of evil implanted in our nature, the temptations of the great 
world without — the various sinful passions of the little world toithin us, 
are daily inclining us to swerve from the path of duty, and cause us to 
disregard the voice of the Almighty. The duration of Jonah's punishment 
was long enough to enable him to reflect upon the weight of his sin, and 
so to pray for pardon. But how bitter j and how sad must have been his 
feelings at that trying season. Three days and three nights in a low dun- 
geon, a prey to a great fish, and all prompted by the word of the Lord. 
How much his conscience must have reproached him ; for he saw in the 
strongest light the authority and love of God trampled under foot, by a 
foolish fear of man, and open sin against God. How great and aggravi^ed 
must his sin have appeared to him, while in this deplorable state, bat hap- 
pily such thoughts are the forerunner of another blessing which we as 
chnstians enjoy, — ^forgiveness of sins through repentance, which cometh 
by prayer. " Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out Meditate upon thcM things ! give thyself wholly to 
them; that thy profiting may appear to all. The grace of oar Lovd 
Jetus Cbriat be with your apirit Amen." 

C/AeffHfpOIV, At JR. tFi • 

aoth April, I84&. 
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JONAH'S PRAYER. 



Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord hU God out of the fishes belief and 
9aid, I tried by reason of mine afflietUtn unio the Lord, and he heard 
m»; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardeet my voice. Fbr 
thou hadat caet me into the deep ; tn the mid^t of the seae; and the 
floode eompaeeed me about : all thy billows and th^ waveepaesed over 
me, 2nd chap. Jonah, 1 — 3rd veraes. 

^ is any among you afflicted, let him pray. The effectual feryent 
pncyer of a righteous man ayaileth much.'' How strikingly this is 
exemplified in the prophet Jonah. He had arrived as it were at the 
last brink of destruction ; but he recalls the past, giving utterance to 
his feelings in a very sublime and beautiful prayer. His affliction was, 
great, but he had brought it on himself. He is at last sensible of 
Uie Omnipotent and Superintending Power over the actions of men, 
and he consequently most property and humbly seeks that pardon, 
whsich God omy could bestow. War what is it to pray ? I will an- 
swer this question in the words of the Celebrated Hooier. It is 
" the sending of angels upward. His heavenly inspirations, and 
our holy desires are as so many angels of intercourse and commerce 
between God and us. As teaching bringeth us to know that God 
is our supreme truth ; so prayer testifieth that we acknowledge 
Him our sovereign good ; and moreover, how should any kind of 
service we do or can do, find greater acceptance than prayer which 
sboweth our concurrence with Him in desiring that m^^rewith His 
very nature doth most delight ? Is not the very name of prayer usu* 
al to signify even all the service that ever we do unto God } and 
that for no other cause, as I suppose, but to show that there is in 
religion no acceptable duty which devout invocation of the name of 
God doth not eidier pre-suppose or infer ? prayers are those calves 
of men^s lips ; (Hosea sdv. 2) those most graeious and sweet odours ; 
(Be^. T. 8.) those rich {uresents and gifto, which being carried up 
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into heaven, (Acts x. 4.) do best testify our dutiful affection, and 
are, for the purchasing of aU favour at the hands of God, the most 
undoubted means we can use. On others, what more easily, and 
yet what more fruitfully bestowed than our praters ? if we give 
counsel they are the simpler only that need it ; if alms, the poorer 
only are relieved ; but by praver we do good to all. And where- 
as every other duty besides is out to show itself as time and oppor- 
tunity require, for this all times are convenient ; (Rom. i. 9. — Ist 
Thess. V. 17. — Luke xviii. 1.) when we are not able to do any other 
thing for men's behoof, when through maliciousness or unkindness 
they vouchsafe not to accept any other good at our hands ; prayer 
is that which we always have in our power to bestow, and they 
never in theirs to refuse. Wherefore, God forbid, saith Samuel, 
speaking unto a most unthankful people, a people weary of the ben- 
efit of his most virtuous government over them, God forbid that I 
should sin against the Lord, and cease to pray for you. (1st Sam. 
xii. 23.) It is the first thing wherewith a righteous life beginneth, 
and the last wherewith it doth end. The knowledge is small that 
we have on earth concerning things that are done in heaven. Not- 
withstanding, thus much we know even of Saints in heaven, that 
they pray. (Rev. vi. 9.) And therefore, prayer being a work com- 
mon to the church as well triumphant as mihtant, a work common 
unto men with angels, what should we think, but that so much of 
our lives is celestial and divine as we spend in the exercise of pray- 
er ? For which cause we see that the most comfortable visitations 
which God hath sent men from above, have taken especially the 
times of prayer as their most natural opportunities" (Dan. ix. 20. — 
Acts X. 30.) Such are the sublime and beautiful sentiments of Hook- 
er ! May we all make a prac^ca/ use of them ! 

We wiU now briefly advert to Jonah's supplication to Gvod, at 
the time of his severe trial. "Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his 
God &ut of the fish's heUy, And said, I cried oy reason qfmme <{f- 
fliction unto the Lord and he heard me; out of the belly of heU cried 
I, and thou heardest my voice. For thou hadst east me into the deep j 
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in the midst of the seas ; and the floods compassed me about : all thy 
billows and thy waves passed over me," 

Though Jonah's state was then desperate, he was permitted to 
cry unto the Lord from the depths of despair. And is there not, 
though varying in circumstances and in punishment, some to be 
found at the present day, whose condition is at strong enmity a- 
gainst God, who are living after the flesh, and shall die. The same 
mercy and the same pardon bestowed upon Jonah reaches unto them, 
and can be obtained now by diligent prayer ; and well indeed was it 
for the prophet that he considered his error and turned unto the 
Lord. In the midst of his trial he prayed, and what more comfort- 
ing than to be enabled to do so. The wicked forsake God in pros- 
perity, and so in adversity are afraid to draw near to him. " There 
is no peace, saith my God to the wicked", nor to those who are 
contented with their own works, who to please themselves, or to 
satisfy the cravings of the body choose to neglect their soul ; who 
for the enjoyment of one worldly pleasure and sinful ffratification 
are willing to sacrifice not their mortality only, but their eternal 
existence. And what, said our Saviour is a man profited if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ? or what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul? Such a question as this we should 
never lose sight of. Alas ! too many are now to be met with, who 
are living as if there were no -world beyond the grave, and no judg- 
ment to be awardisd upon our actions ; who are so much engrossed 
in the cares and business of life that the "one thing needfid" is for- 
gotten. To those who may feel the truth of this remark, let them 
like Jonah turn unto prayer. A praying spirit is always the best 
spirit. Ptayer is the only means by which we hold converse with 
God ; and he who has learnt to pray well, enjoys the greatest in- 
ward and real happiness, which can be experienced in this che- 
quered life. It is the secret spring, which links Christians together 
in one holy communion on earth, and is the forerunner of that 
praise, which angels and archangels, and the spirits of just men 
made perfect are continually shouting to our blessed Lord, "who 
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was, and ii. and whkh is to come." Family Worship ihomgh of 
itself most commendable, cannot take the plaee of Secret Prayer ; 
then it is that we bold intercoorae ^th our heaTeoly Father ; lay 
onr wants before Him* and piaiae Him for merdies Touchsafed 
unto us. Then only it is that we can op^ our heart, and suppli- 
cate for relief, where alone reUef can be girfxi. The bustle of the 
wodd, and ^ its allunn^ vanities are hid from our sight ; we con- 
template the ^j^ess of the nches of a $anonr*s grace; we frilow 
him from Calvary to the blessed amnions (^ redeeming love. We 
leel that he will pJtif us like a faUier, and when borne down wil^ 
heavy afflictions and earthly tarials, we obtain eonsdation, and fresh 
strengtii to go on in our way rqjoicinir* However dejected wn may 
be under the hnpression g^ oiur iniquities, in Christ and Him only 
we shall have re£ige, " Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? and 
why art thou dJs<{uiMed within me? hope thou in God : for I shall 
yet praise him, who is tha health of my eounteniyice and my God." 

''As pants the hart for cooling streams, 

When heated in the chase ; 
So longs my soul, O God, for thee. 

And thy refreshing grace. 

I sif^, mtk anxious care opprest. 

To think of happier daya» 
When with tha joyfrd crowd I wait 

To sing glad songe of praise. 

Why art thou troubled, O my soul? 

His praise I yet shall sing; 
Hope still in Him, who is my God, 

My heidth's eternal spring." 

€9i§h»^9rd, A. M. Wi 

laOi Hay, a&4§. 
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The MRMTIYE oi; JOWAH continued. 

JONAH'S CONSOLATION, THANKSGIVING, & DELIVERANCE, 

7!l«ii l9aid I am etut out of thy tight, yet I will look again toward thy 
holy temple. The watere eompaned me ahoutf «twfi to my soul; the 
depths dosed me round about ^ the weeds were wrapped about my head. 
I went down to the bottoms of the mountains : the earth with her bars 
was about me for ever ; yet hast thou brought up my Itfe from cor- 
nation, Lord, my God, 2iid chftp. Jonah, 4 — 7th ▼enes. 

In these verses we notice Jonah's consolation and thanksgiving.-— 
Prayer if made in faith will assuredly receive an answer. This is 
proved hy the earnest supplication of Jonah to God, in the midst of 
his severe trial. *^ Whatsoever ye shall ask in faith believing ye 
shall receive/' was a promise of our Lord's^ and the performance 
of it can be witnessed in the every day events of life. And another 
thing may also be witnessed, that is, if our prayers are not answer- 
ed immediately we must not murmur or be impatient ; for God know- 
eth best our wants, and wiU supply them as He may think best for 
us, and when most beneficial to us. Jonah waited three days, be- 
fore he was delivered from the belly of the fish. Therefore, let us 
not despair if oar first petitions are not answered, but let us rather 
fdlow the advice of St. Paul, " continuing instant in prayer, for sdl 
things work together for good to ^m that love God," and if we 
place our reliance on his promises, he will recompense us, — ^for "he 
is fiuthful that promised.'' Jonah's conscience had convicted him, 
and in his haste he exclaimed I am cut off; but the Lord heard the 
voice of his supplications when he cried unto him. As the mariner 
looks towards the polar star, in order to reach his expected destin- 
ation, in like manner did Jonah look toward the holy temple, as 
the only means for reconciling himself with an offended God : this 
was his consolation. He was hidden in the waters, still in this 

ginftd situation he was allowed to pour out his kmentations/^ 
ive me, O God ; for the waters are come in nnto my sou], O God, 
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thou knowesl toy footihsness, and my sins are not hid from thee. 
Seldoip indeed is it that men are allowed to trans^^ess the laws of 
God, without one day coming to an acknowledgement of their 
wickedness: neither, let it be remembered, does God afflict onhf 
the open and wilful sinner, as in the case of Jonah, but he marks 
all those concealed violations, which men call (as I have before 
stated) Utthsins, One step in the wrong path, and who shall stop 
us. One enticement to evil pleasures wUl ultimately allow a thirst 
for sin to reign continually in us. One Sabbath broken, and ap- 
propriated to worldly matters will only fit us to desecrate more. — 
One indulgence of an evil passion, or sinful desire will tempt us 
into depths of ruin. Although Jonah had not forgotten the Lord 
in his distress, he did not at the same time have recourse to meth> 
ods of man for comfort, but he prayed unto God. It is not merely 
bending to idols as the Heathens, which is abomination to the most 
High, but lip-service and outward forms without the genuine spring 
of holiness that merits and does receive his just punishment. Jo- 
nah's happy deliverance through prayer is an example, and a great 
encouragement for Christians in the midst of trials and afflictions 
to pour out their supplications with the prospect of their being an- 
swered. How many like Jonah have exclaimed during AfSlc^on, 
" I went down to the bottoms of the mountains ; the earth with her 
bars was about me for ever ; yet hast thou brought up my life from 
corruption, O Lord my God." How many like Jonah by Divine 
grace, and the assistance of the Holy Spirit have with theur repen- 
tance and devotion been raised from the pit of irrevocable wicked- 
ness and total destruction to the participation of glorious promises, 
and future recompense awaiting the righteous, and they only. — 
And what an extent of mercy is to be seen in all this. What a won- 
derful condescension for God to take upon himself our nature, and 
permit his only-b^otten Son to be crucified for our sins. Have 
we not as much need to be thankful as the prophet ? It is indeed too 
often forgotten that Christ is crucified even now, and put afresh to 
an open shame. There are wilful sinners knowing the good, but 
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choosing the evil; such are even now crocifying the Lord, but 
hereafter will be banished from his presence, " for our God is a con- 
suming &re." '* Know thou the God of thy father, and serve him, 
with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind, for the Lord searcheth 
all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts : 
if thou seek him, he will be found of thee ; but if thou forsake him, 
he will cast thee off for ever." We will now return to the narrative. 
*' They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. But I 
wiU sacri/ice unto thee vjith the voice of thanksgiving ; I wiU pay that 
that I have vowed. Salvation is qf the Lord, And the Lord spake 
unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land." Here we 
notice Ist-Ajonah's wise reflection, that 'Mying vanities " forsake 
mercy. 2nd. — His joyful determination to serve the Lord. 3rd. — 
His happy deliverance by God, through prayer. 

" Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot skve ; 
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear.'' Jonah is delivered from 
the belly of the fish, his prayer is answered, and God is glorified. 
Our prayers can also ascend, and abundant blessings may be show- 
ered down upon us, if we use the appointed means. But in this 
age of indifference to religious benefits, this age of restless excite- 
ment and inquisitive curiosity, men look to themselves and to the 
world for support in trouble which though it may promise much, 
performs little or nothing. Men do not saol in that channel in which 
real assistance can be obtained ; for God is the spring of it, and 
whosoever drinketh of this water shall never thirst, for our Lord 
declared that it was " a well springing up into everlasting life," — 
Too many are now to be found, as it were serving God and the world 
at the same time ; friendly with the righteous, and yet not shunning 
" evil communications which corrupt good manners. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon ;" yet men are daily doing so. Beware of 
such a deluded and wicked profession, for you will not be deceiving 
God, but you will be thereby deceiving yourselves, and to your e- 
temal condenmation. " No man having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." 
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Jonah's remark (\n the 8th verse) is a solemn troth ; and Ucf it 
seriously to heart. Some in trouble, promise ; and on deliverance 
forget. How many leading irreligious fives when suddenly attack- 
ed with severe illness, repent heartily of their sinful ways, and in- 
tend if allowed to recover, hencefortn to lead new and better, and 
hoUer fives ; yet alas ! when once again entered into the world, 
temptation assails them afresh, and they yield to its all-powerful in- 
fluence ; thus once more fall back into their old and easy paths of 
foUy and sin ; — their vows indeed are " lying vanities." Let every 
man then who fives in the habit or practise of any sin consider what 
he is doing, and under what circimistances he is offending. " Many 
walk of whom I have told you often, and now teU you even weep- 
ing that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ, but whether ye 
eat, says the Apostle, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God : even as I please aU men in aU tnings, not seekin^^ 
mine own profit, but the profit of many ; that they may be saved. 
Love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous, there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, bond nor free, but ye are all one in Christ Jesus.*' These 
may seem fittle things, but without them you ynW die in sm. Look 
at such things as these, for you wiU find the use of them more and 
more as the days approach and your fives increase. Christ indeed 
has done his part, all that his mercy caUed upon Him to do ; he 
has done all for rtforming and saving sinners, which perfect good- 
ness could dictate to Him. And snail we allow sinful pleasures, 
which are but for a season, and lead to eternal death, to allmne us 
from setting our affections on heaven and heavenlv things — to be 
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God, and to desire Sie praise 
of men rather than the favour of God — ^to fear man so much as in 
the case of Jonah, and hence faU short of the better country, whidi 
God hath prepared for the faithful ? The redemption of man is a 
stupendous troth, and imparts that peace, which the world givethu 
not, and cannot take away. In the same merciful manner as God 
was pleased to release the disobedient prophet from tiie beUy of the 
fish ; so did Christ Jesus release, and even at the present time is 
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fiill of pardon to the penitent and humble believer. He eame to seek 
and to save that which was lost ; yet search the Holy Scriptures and 
yon will find no Saviour to the impemteiU and wilful transgressor. 
At the same time '* if they turn and repent of their evil ways" they 
can be saved. And let it be remembered that a Saviour is above> 
and will be merciful unto us, and deliver us from the bondage of 
sin, as much as he did the prophet from a watery grave ; but a day 
is coming, we know not how soon, when He will judge us in right- 
eousness, which at that day will end in the heaviest sentence upon 
those who have persisted in doing evil, who have despised the mer- 
cies of God — ^the message of his Son, and have only thereby treas- 
ured up for themselves wrath against the day of wrath. Who have 
indeed observed "lying vanities" and so forsook " their own mer- 
cy." Our blessed Lord hath told us " to whom much is given of 
them will much be required." From the heathens much, from the 
Jews more, but from us Christians most of all ; for we have had be- 
stowed upon us the clearest knowledge of the will of God, with a 
power aided by God's blessing of treading in that path,, which leads 
to life eternal. 

2nd. — Jonah's joyful determination to serve the Lord. The pro- 
phet had made a vow when in the Whale, and now that he is re- 
leased from his uncomfortable mtuation he will pay that he vowed. 
He will sacrifice with the voice of thanksgiving for " SahatUm is of 
ike herd** Jonah is conscientious : he was ready to perform all 
that he stated he would when in his deepest distress. " When thou 
vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it ; for he hath no pleas- 
ure is them that observe " lying vanities:" pay that which thou 
hast vowed. Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that 
thou shouldest vow and notpav." There is nothing more difficult 
than to convince men of their trailty, for I know " that the way of 
man is not in himself, it is not in man that walketh to direct hi» 
steps." To convince men who are indulging in fleshly hists which 
war against the soul, who ave pure in their own eyes, and yet not 
washed from their filthiness, that a day will come when they wiU 
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be afar off from God. " Because sentence against an evil work is 
not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully 
set in them to do evil." When the vanities which had been to them 
on earth a constant scene of transitory happiness, the very means 
of quenching (rod's mercy, and stirring up his everlasting indig- 
nation. Salvation by works only will not avail, and surely not sal- 
vation without works : we must feel like Jonah, and look up to the 
giver of all good, and exclaim " Salvation is of the Lord." But 
here I would offer one caution to all, not to depend solely upon the 
mercy of God ; for at that rate they might pursue wickedness be- 
cause of expected pardon through Jesus Christ ; neither to flatter 
and deceive themselves with the notion, that because God has of- 
fered a full and plenteous redemption bv the coming and death of 
Christ that sin may reign in their mortal oodies. No, my brethren, 
we have received much, and by it our responsibility is the more in- 
creased. The sacrifice of Christ will only benefit the humble and 
penitent believer — not the transgressor and the habitual wilful sin- 
ner, who reckons that Salvation will be given to him by Christ, as 
much as to the real practical Christian which is a very erroneous 
mpression ; for let it be remembered that Jonah was not saved un- 
til he had brought forth fruit — ^his work was prayer, and aidea by 
God's Spirit, he was preserved. What does St. Paul say ? " Remem- 
bering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and 
our Father." What can be plainer than this ? Here faith and works 
are joined together, proceeding from " labour of love." Many in the 
present times endeavour vainly to separate them. I admit (and I 
wish this principle to be clearly understood) that " Salvation is of 
the Lord" but does not extend to the Sinner who does despite to 
the Spirit of Grace. Such a one must not err day by day — ^week 
after week — year after year, with the prospect of Mercy being held 
out to him ; for such is a very great mistake. " As the body with- 
out the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. The 
power " to will and to do" must come from above, as also every 
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other perfect gift Bat many who may possess such by God's grace 
qaench it by perpetual sin, dreaming that all will be right at the last day 
** If ye live alter the Jlesh, ye shall die ; but if ye through the spirit do 
mortify the deeds of tiie body ye shall live." Therefore if we are desirous 
for acceptance — if we are real professors of Christ, and possess a true love 
for him, we shall show it by our deeds ; *' A tree is known by its fruits," 
and most assuredly we shall reap like Jonah, a plenteous remission of 
oar sins. What then can we expect, after having been enlightened and 
prepared, after the great atonement and intercession made for us by the 
Son of God upon the cross, we " suffer sin to reign in our mortal bodies," 
if we yield our members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin ? why 
God's holy Spirit which we have grieved will forsake us, when we feel 
its value the most. And when thou Lord witbdrawest thy Holy Spirit 
from us, where shall we obtain refuge in the day of thy coming ? To view 
less then the attractions of this present evil world and its many " lying van- 
ities" is the only means of enjoying real happiness in the present life, and 
the forerunner of greater in the next. And what so likely to wean us 
from vanities and to stimulate us in walking worthy of the vocation where<^ 
with we are called, and'to place our reliance on the mercy of God through 
Jesus Christ; than by being shown that they are actually vanity, and can 
produce only vexation of spirit P When we see our relatives and friends 
taken to a more enduring scene, how desirous we must be to follow them P 
When we behold our riches making themselves wings and flying away as 
eagles ; are we not more zealous for laying up those treasures in heaven, 
'* where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal." When we find our plans perhaps long-cherished 
and devised in the most careful manner, apparently certain, and yet fail 
of success, should we not be more eager in conunitting our ways to the 
Lord, to whom all things are possible P Once prove to a man as was the 
case with Jonah that the ship in which he is embarked is not sea-worthy, 
he will immediately hasten into port — ^in like manner when the effects of 
this world's pleasures are fully known and felt, men will then hasten to 
seek that ** house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." Let us 
like Jonah, " sacrifice unto God with the voice of thanksgiving, and pay 
that which we have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord." 



120 

3rd. — Jonah's iuippy deliverance by Ood through prayer. A3i^ the Lord 
^spaJte unio ihe/Uht aud it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. Sufficl- 
*eDt has been advanced to render his deliverance an encouragement to chris- 
tians at the present time, that however greatly trouble may assail them, the 
Lord will deliver those, who put like Jonah, their trust in him. We ob- 
serve the eincerity of Jonah's Prayer in the deliverance vouchsafed to him ; 
■which proves that were the Almighty does not perceive such sincerity, no 
salvation will follow, " I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with 
the understanding also." Prayer must come from the heart or it will a- 
Tail nothing. Are we then on the side of the world, or of God, still lin- 
^ring in the waters of destruction, or on the shores of God's everlastuig 
protection P Are we squandeiing away our time, which is unutterably im- 
portant while it lasts, and when once departed, is altogether irrevocable F 
Oh, my brethren, be extravagant if you choose in parting with your world- 
ly possessions ; bat I bid you earnestly to be parsimonious <^ your days ; 
husband your preciouis hours. They are fleeting, and fly immediately to 
God, who records them for a future account. They will be a sure pledge 
of everlasting glory, if improved ; unprofitably spent or wasted, a said pre- 
fi&ce, and decisive forerunner of never-ending misery, " where their worm 
dieth not and the fire is never quenched." And let the resurrection of 
Christ from the dead, and the equal merciful and wonderful resurrection 
of Jonah, from the inmost recesses of the deep remind and encourage us 
of our resurrectioQ. The sea and the grave shall yield up their dead, 
and shall no more retain us than they did Christ or the prophet, at that 
day " when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, anid to be admired 
in all them that believe. Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together witii them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ; 
and so shall we ever be witii the Lord." Let it not be said that you were 
wise and pradeot for time, but careless €i eternity* Let it not be said that 
yoa were recklessly indifoent to those eternal interests, which will frarce 
tbemselTes upon you, when yoa awake from the grave, and for your nn- 
ftithfalnesa to the trusts committed to you, reodve the fruitof those thiitgs, 
whereof ye will at that awful podod be ashamed, " ioviAeendof ikoae 
thinffB it deathJ ' While then you know this ; while you can feel the im« 
portance of obtaining merey, and while you are anxious to be faithfiil. 
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let not temptation hinder you from realizing what you desire. The young* 
est, and the meanest are capable of doing sometlung for the glory of God, 
and the good of his Church. Neither riches, nor poverty, neither rank, 
nor wealth, will be brought to judgment ; but the manner in which you 
have appropriated them most assuredly will. Finally : If you are in 
trouble, remember the efficacy of prayer as exemplified in the prophet 
Jonah. Copy his sincerity. Beware of " lying vanities.'* So will you 
be cheered in the midst of sorrow, and like Jonah be rewarded for all 
your faithfulness. *' Strengthen the weak hands and confirm the feeble 
knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, be strong, fear not ; be- 
hold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompense, 
he will come and save you. He will swallow up death in victory ; Und 
the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces ; and the rebuke of 
his people shall he take away from off all the earth : for the Lord hath 
spoken it. And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God ,- we have 
waited for him, and he will save us : this is the Lord ; we have waited 
for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation." 



Chelmsford, A. If. W. 

> 

27th May, 1845. 



[No. 20.] 

The HARMTIYE of JOMH confinued. 

JONAH'S RENEWED MISSION. 



And the word qf the Lord came unto Jonah the second time, saying, 
arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto tithe preach- 
ing that I bid thee. So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, accor- 
ding to the word of the Lord, Now Nineveh was an exceeding great 
city qf three days' Journey, And Jonah began to enter into the city 
a day*s journey and he cried, and said. Vet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown. 3rd chap. Jonah, 1— 4th Terses. 

We are now to take a brighter view of the narrative. Jonah is re- 
conciled to his lot, and is sent again by God to preach to the still 
^ilty Ninevites. He is sent the second time upon the same errand — 
he is no longer disobedient, but acts in conformity with the will of 
God. What a different feeling must now pervade the prophet when 
contrasted with his feelings, when he in his disobedience, took flight 
to Tarshish. How great the difference between doing good and 
doing evil ; and how sensible men are, when they act either virtuous- 
ly or wickedly. This is seen plainly in the prophet. It is a wise 
maxim, " to be good is to be happy ;" and Jonan when disobeying 
his first call was miserable, — now he his happy : he sets about the 
task to which he is appointed with zeal and spirit, his own salutary 
repentance encouraging the prophet in his exhortation and warning 
to the city so mercifully regarded by God ; for as he derived pardon 
therefrom, so might also the Ninevites, if they were really desirous 
to preserve their lives and their city. Neither were such apprehen- 
sions groundless, for they did come to pass. " Rend your heart 
and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God ; for he 
is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and 
repenteth him of the evil." The same wickedness that prevailed in 
Nineveh, when God first called Jonah, still raged in the place. — 
There was no difference, yet God's mercy still lingered, and though 
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tbroogh (Jonah's disobedience) they had not heard his threatenings, 
still God waited for the prophet's aehverance, and then sent forth 
his mandate a second time, lliere is a painful pleasure and profit in 
reflecting upon those cities that fell victims to their sinfulness, and 
suffered the just punishment of God as the result of their evil doings. 
Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian empire, and one time a very 
extensive and populous city. It is recorded by some heathen his- 
torians, that its walls were " a hundred feet high, sixty miles in com- 
pass, and so wide that three chariots might be driven upon them 
abreast." There were "fifteen hundred towers,'each two hundred 
feet high." It contained " more than six score thousand persons,^ 
that could not discern between their right hand and their left hand," 
that could not discriminate between right and wrong. Her desola- 
tion is described in the '2nd of Zephaniah, and 13th verse to 15th 
" this is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her 
heart, I am and there is none beside me." Self confident in herself, 
and triumphing in her wickedness, caused God and godliness to be 
quite forgotten. The multitude were adepts to the art of witch- 
craft ; their religious feelings were deadened, and its " day of dark- 
ness and gloominess had arrived. Their land was full of silver and 
gold — and no end of their treasures : their land full of horses, nei- 
ther any end of their chariots : their land full of idols, and worship- 
ping the work of their own bands. Her merchants were multiplied 
above the stars of the heaven : the cankerworm spoileth and fleeth 
away." From this we see that notwithstanding her worldly possess- 
ions, her heart was far from God. Though he had given innumer- 
able blessings, she acted unworthy of them. Though God had 
multiplied her merchandize she vVhs indifferent to it. Is Nineveh 
a solitary instance of a mighty nation's possessingwealth, and not 
applying it to the glory of the bountiful Giver ? England our own 
nation and our pride, is in the enjoyment of every pnvilege and ad- 
vantage, which a nation can desire. But it is to be feared that 
there are too many nominal christians ; and who forget that " it is 
not the outward and visible sign, but the inward and spiritual grace' 
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which constitutes real holiness in heart and life. And the daily sins 
of each individual combined accumulates and composes the trans- 
gression of the mass of nations. Therefore, despise not compar-^ 
itively trivial things, which occur day by day— -do not overlook 
them because of outward exactness in weighty matters. " Do unto 
others as you would wish others to do unto you," was a blessed 
precept of our Lord's, yet how seldom is it witnessed between man 
and man. How often we witness some act of unkindness arising 
from worldly matters, without thinking of the pain given to others, 
which if they had to experience themselves would raise their indig- 
nation. How seldom we observe *' forgiveness of injuries" to those 
who may have oppressed or ill-treated us. On the contrary, the 
like is very freouently returned, sometimes by the excuse to justify 
one's self, ana occasionally out of dislike. Pride and Enify too 
seem closely connected in men's dealings with one another, and do 
not only blemish Social Intercourse and Society, but give it such 
a colouring contrary to the humble example of our blessed Lord,-^ 
and therefore should be guarded against in the strongest manner. 
Station in life, and talent, and wealth, each cause Envy by those 
who possess neither. And there are some who seem to place no 
limits to Distinction who look at the outward ornaments and the 
worldly possessions of some of their brethren, and forget others e- 
qually as good (perhaps better in the eyes of God,) through world- 
ly Rank and worldly romp not being theirs to claim. Tlie proud 
and envious one will speak against a wealthy man, because he pos- 
sesses means to give and can well afford it, whilst he is in far less 
prosperous circumstances. Or |hat there is talent and humility, 
while he carries himself exalted and proud, — ^and then what a clash 
takes place. PoUtical sentiments also frequently destroy Unity. — 
Religious dissension promotes schism in the church ; and where, 
I ask, is to be found in these things and the practise of them, that 
mrit of Religion, which men so much boast of, and yet is so sel- 
dom visible? Now, brethren, is not this the case in the present 
age ? and if one tries to injure you, or acts dishonourably by you. 
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or speaks evil behind your back, and the contrary to your face, that 
cutting words or deeds are returned. Is it not evil for evil — ^railing 
for railing — overcome of evil instead of overcoming evil with good ? 
And moreover, is it not in total contradiction to the precept and 
example of our blessed Lord, " who went about doing good." How 
great the contrast between the love of God, and the Spirit which 
seems now to actuate man towards man. How few we see living 
in peace, health, happiness and prosperity, are affected by those 
who are suffering from miseries, or lingering in sickness, which 
frail nature is heir to. Are you not too much satisfied with your 
own enjoyments, and your own advantages, whilst you are content 
to remain regardless to the wants of others ? Remember the rich 
man clothed in purple, and fine linen, while Lazarus lay at the door, 
and the do^ more feeling than their master licked his sores. And 
again, the Priest and the Levite, the same principal prompted them, 
their brother was wounded and almost lifeless — they passed by on 
the other side, untouched, with hearts as cold, as the wintry ele- 
ments. My christian brethren, these things ought not so to be. 
You may consider them trivial, but all united together will rise up 
against you at the day of judgment. How many hundred pages 
may God already have against us for our want of zeal to him, and our 
want of love to our neighbour. These sins with others of a greater 
weight were mixed together, and thereby subseouently the great 
and powerful city of Nineveh was destroyed. When Jonah sent 
forth God's threatenings she was in the practise of sins minor and 
great, not dreaming of the consequences. You, my brethren (God 
grant riot) may be overtaken as tney were with total destruction. — 
The call has alresldy been given to you, and if you do not entirely 
forsake sin for ever, your desolation may also come to pass. " Be- 
ware, therefore, lest any man spoil you through philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men ; after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ.'* Covet the best gifts, and when ob- 
tained, use them to God's glory. For if you only love those which 
love you, if you pity only those who pity you, and if you salute 
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your brethren only that do the same to you, " What do ye more 
than others V* If you honour those who honour you, and use your 
brother as your brother uses you, how, I ask, dwelleth the love of 
God in you ? If you are selfish instead of pitiful ; if you are unfor- 
giving to those who may have trespassed against you, remember 
that unless you forgive, as you hope to be forgiven, how can you 
be at peace with God ? Let us then judge ourselves in these matters, 
and see how far they are applicable to our past and our present 
conduct. Let us examine into the motives of our actions, whether 
they are really what they externally appear, and whether in our deal- 
ings towards each other we are actuated by liberality, love, and 
candour. Whether also we are zealous in our heavenly calling, so 
as to ensure God*s unspeakable gift. " Be not weary in well do- 
ing : for in due season we shall reap if we faint not. For if there 
be first a willing mind^ it is accepted according to that a man hath, 
and not according to that he hath not." 

We will now return to the narrative. I have already observed 
that the wickedness, which had existed in Nineveh still raged over 
the place, and Jonah was no longer disobedient, but went as God 
commanded him. Nineveh was three days' journey, and may be 
taken as girnng from, fifty to sixty miles. But the three days' journ- 
ey of Jonah describes the circuit, and the one day's journey the 
length of Nineveh. Jonah however went in obedience to the com- 
mand of God, and denounced the threats, which were to alann the 
Ninevites. This brings us to consider the prophet's threat of de- 
struction to the inhabitants of that great city, " Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown." 

What a cry was this for a city plunged in ruin ! What a cry of 
terror for a people conscious of aeserving it ! Yet forty days, and 
our Nineveh may also be destroyed. It is to be feared that too 
many are clinging to the world. Though rich and afiSuent — 
though of a meek and contrite spirit, you may be still envious and 
proud, for all Christ did, it may be of no avail. And if so, time 
will prove it, though it may now be hidden from particular notice ; 
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and if so, they will be your enemies — ^they will come forth against 
you in the hour of your greatest need. But with what feelings can 
you look, or are looking forward to that dav ? — ^the dav to you will 
be only bitterness, wra&, and an^ish, and what you had so great- 
ly depended on while on earth, will bring forth nothing but eternal 
misery. 

'* Be ye doers of the word and not hearers only deceiving your 
own selves." Practise what you are taught ; for the consolation 
which is derived from placing a firm confidence in God is peace 
and comfort in this world, true happiness in the next. ** Vfho is 
wise, and he shall understand these things ? prudent, and he shall 
know them ? for the ways of the Lord are right, and thejust shall 
walk in them : but the transgressors shall fall therein.'' The tempt- 
ations of the world we know are very alluring, but lead to eternal 
death. And he that careth not for his own soul, will but heedlessly 
think on these things; and he who does, will ponder them in 
his heart. He knows and is convinced, what is alloted for the 
future state of the wicked, and the blessedness which will be for 
the righteous. He is sowing to his spirit, and will reap to his ad- 
vantage. And that nothing will prevent us from appearing before 
the iudgment seat of Christ to render an account of our actions 
good or bad. Which are your's my brethren ? 

Yet forty days, and our possessions, our habitations, and even 
existence may be cut off. Are your works righteous, that your 
reward may be great ? But if evil, the resurrection of condemnation 
awaits you, and all that you do, cannot prevent it. You are ad- 
vancing day by day to a close ; the world will soon end, and death 
will be swallowed up in victory. Your sentence will be passed, — 
and when you should have grown in grace you grew in sin ; and 
when instead of being in the knowledge and love of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, you were fully acquainted with the evil 
ways of the world. Though Nineveh had forty days warning, we 
know not at what hour the bridegroom cometh. Watch ! 
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" Hasten, sinner, to be wise ^ 
Stay not for the morrow's sun ; 
Wisdom if you still despise. 
Harder is she to be won. 

Hasten, sinner, to return ; 
Stay not for the morrow's sun ; 
Lest thy lamp should cease to bum. 
Ere the needful work be done. 

Hasten mercy to implore : 
Stay not for to-morrow's sun ; 
Lest thy season should be o'er. 
Ere to-morrow is begun. 

Lord ! do thou the sinner torn ; 
Rouse him from his senseless state ; 
Let him not thy counsel spurn. 
And lament his choice too late." 



Chelmsford, A. M. W. 

19th June, 1845. 



[No. 21.] 

The MRRATIYE of JOMH continued. 

THE REPENTANCE OF NINEVEH. 



So the people qf Nineveh believed God, trnd proclaimed a faet, and put 
on sackclotht from the greatest qfthem even to the least qf them. For 
word came unto the king qf Nineveh^ and he arose from hie throne, 
and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and 
sat in ashes. And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through 
Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither 
mannorbedst, herd nor fluck, taste any thing ; let them not feed, nor 
drink water ; But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and 
cry mightily unto God : yea, let them turn every one from his evil 
way, and from the violence that is in their hands. Who can tell if 
God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that 
we perish not ? And God saw their works, that they turned from their 
evil way; and God repented of the evil that he had said that he would 
do unto them; and he did it not. .3rd. chap. Jonah, 5 — 10th verses. 

These verses bring us to consider 1st. — ^The Ninettes' repentance 
at the voice of the prophet sent from God, and the proclamation 
following. 2nd. — ^The consequence of their Repentance. Jonah's 
solemn sentence apparently affrighted them into an acknowledgment 
of their errors, and a deep humiliation. Thev trembled, and they 
believed. Their king too foresaw ruin impending, and he with the 
people, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. Even 
the King, in the midst of earthly pomp and splendour, adorned in 
the gorgeous robe of earthly dignity and power, was summoned as 
it were to repent of his own sin, and to assist his people in attend- 
ing to the same also. So Job in experiencing his loss of fortune 
prostrated himself in dust and ashes. Such being considered a 
strong mark of hunuliating repentance. The people then proclaim- 
ed a solemn fast, forbidding both man and beast to feed or drink 
water. The same appears by history to have been usual in Peru, 
and the Canaries, when in time of drought their animals were de- 
prived of food, under the notion that their cries would reach to 
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heaven, and so prevail on God to send rain. The clothin^jr of horses, 
mules, and camels in sackcloth expelled the use of usual capari- 
sons and ornaments, and which is a mode of expressing sorrow 
also, illustrated in our own funeral rites (if Pcmp be not as appar- 
ent.) Thus did the Ninevites by their external acts of devotion en- 
deavour to obtain from God remission of their gross offences, — ^how 
far such outward conduct, corroborated with their inward feelings 
their relapse into sin, and total desolation, serve to prove. Under 
the supposition that God would turn his displeasure away from them, 
by ceasing from evil for a time, they use their utmost exertions, and 
obtain their anticipations, as we shaU see. Their sins were great ; 
and they had heretofore given no attention to their ways and their 
doings. Though Nineveh had erred, she was at the voice of God 
conscious of it. So, indeed, are we. But here, I will make a 
pause. Are there not some beguiled and mistaken, by what are 
termed the innocent amusements of the world : for there are many 
gratifications which will prove dangerous to those who would shrink 
from more flagrant vices, and deceive them by the appearance of 
innocence which they wear? Hence all manner of amusements are 
frequented, the follies of the world are seen, (perhaps admired) 
but, the glories of Christ's religion are neglected, because they are 
not so visible. Too many linked together in the chains of sin, de- 
ceived by gross impositions, and false friendships, which abound 
in this uncertain life. Such too the knowledge of religion by the 
world at large, and such in various measures, were it is to be pre- 
sumed, the circumstances existing with the people in Nineveh, 
when they were required to repent of their evil doings. Do we not 
also need a like repentance and deep humiliation ? Do we not, my 
brethren, as much require to make peace with God as the Ninevites 
of old ? Are not too many of you regardless of your actions one to- 
wards another, which often are not pervaded by love, and are ^ou 
not too satisfied with your position m the world, without looking 
how you stand with God ? Let us remember the admonition of the 
Apostle, "This I say, brethren, the time is short : it remaineth. 
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that both they that have wives be as though they have none ; and 
they that weep, as though they wept not ; and they that rejoice, as 
though they rejoiced not ; and they that buy, as though they pos- 
sessed not ; and they that use this world, as not abusing it : for 
the fashion of this world passeth away." 

2nd. — ^The result of the repentance of Nineveh. We notice 
in the tenth verse, that upon the Ninevites' repentance, God forgave 
them their sins. His mercy had been long stretched out towards 
them, and he showed it to the last extremity. God is equally mer- 
ciful to us ; but if we persist in evil, after once forgiven, our de- 
struction, like Nineveh, is most certain. Such a prediction as this 
is startling and terrible. Be not high-minded, but fear. For if 
God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare 
not thee. Nineveh appeared safe, but f^n falling into sin, she 
was destroyed. We, indeed, are living in a peaceful isle, yet sin 
is not forsaken, nor repentance universal. The Principle of many, 
seems to be, that Epicurean sentiment, condemned by St. Paul, 
*' Let ns eat, and drink for to-morrow we die ;" and most forcibly 
reproved by our Saviour, — "I will say to my soul, soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years ; take thine ease, eat, 
drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be reqidred of thee : then whose shall those 
things be, which thou hast provided ? Nineveh with all her wealth, 
and all her grandeur, is no more, God punished her greatly on 
earth, and may we who remain, take a warning from her. In the 
same proportion as he subsequently punished Nineveh of old (when 
she fell into sin the second time) with utter destruction, so may He 
also destroy this nation, which abounds in sin. And what will be 
the reflections of the Ninevites at the judgment day, who though 
once penitent, and once forgiven by God, still lingered in their 
own ways ? And what, but similar bitter reflections must we christ- 
ians also entertain, (f with greater privileges we shall have been 
like them ! What a bitter time will it be to all who have laid, like 
the Ninevites, their portion in this life, then to be driven like chaff 
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from the presence of the Lord. Each hour is ever readf^to number 
us among the dead. What hope have we of eternal life ? Are our 
deeds ri^teous ? Are they such which we should hope to meet be- 
fore God's judgment seat ? Let us reflect on this, for it is time to 
seek the Lord ; it is time to prepare. If our deeds are unsanctified 
by the Spirit of God they will not produce good fruit. 

" See then, that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Although the fig- 
tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines ; the 
labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat ; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in 
the stalls : yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
my salvation !" 

" God, the strength of every heart, 

Whom heaven and earth obey, 
Thy promis'd help and grace impart, 

That we may keep thy way. 

By all on earth thy will be done. 

As by the hosts above ; 
Who always see thee on thy throne. 

And glory in thy love. 

In hope like them to see thy faoe. 
Lord, we would do thy will ; 
. strengthen us with inward grace, 
Thy precepts to fulfil. . 

We would no more from thee depart ; 

No more unfaithful prove ; 
But love thee with a perfect heart, 

As holy angels love." 

Chelmsford, A. M. W. 

27th June, 1845, 



[No. 22.] 

The MRRATlYfi of JONAH eontinned. 

JONAH'S DISPLEASURE AT GOD'S MERCY.— THE GOURD* 



But it displeased Jonah exceedingly t and he was very angry ; and he 
prayed unto the Lord, and said, 1 pray thee, Lord, was not this 
my saying, when I was yet in my country? Ther^ore I fled before 
unto Tarshish .* for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merci- 
Jul, slow to anger, and of great kindness, aud repentest thee qf the 
evil. Thertfore now, Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from 
me; for it is better for me to die than to live. 

4th chap. Jonah, 1 — 3rd verses. 

Another proof of the depravity of man's nature will now shortly 
appear strikingly before us. The opinion of man, and the ways of 
God are generally contradictory. Hence we observe the power and 
will of God continually over>ruling, and at times, frustrating our 
plans and conduct. And then often in the hardness of our hearts, 
and self-righteousness, we repine at the dealings of Providence. 
Well might the Psalmist exclaim, " What is man that thou art mind- 
ful of him } and the son of man that thou visitest him ?" God having 
acted in a manner contrary to the views of the Prophet, he again 
falls into error, his rashness induces him to contend and reason, 
as it were, with the Almighty. Jonah was self-sufficient, and the 
same tendency to the spirit of independence exists now. To no- 
thing are men more prone, and yet nothing is more hurtful and 
dangerous. Self-sufficiency has been many a man's ruin. Both 
will daily separate you from a close union with Christ. Rely not 
on your own strength, for ye are the branches, Christ the vine, 
and without him ye can do nothing. 

The preceding remarks bring us to observe 1st. — Jonah's wick- 
edness in repining at the mercy of God ; and his prayer to dies in 
consequence of it. The Ninevites' repentance, and thereby God^s 
forgiveness to them was what Jonah had contemplated when he re- 
ceived the call from God, — the first time he heeded it not, and fled 
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to Tarshisb. The second time however, he obeyed God, and 
sounded forth the trumpet of alarm to the guilty Nineveh. She 
was alarmed by it, and God saw her repentance, and was merciful 
and gracious unto her. This displeased Jonah. And it is not un- 
reasonable here to call him a false prophet and an impostor exhort- 
ing repentance, and in his heart desiring the contrary. Here is a 
witness to the deceiffulness of men. And how much would I ex- 
hort my Christian friends, those present in the body — the rest ab- 
sent in the spirit, to look well to their actions ; to see if their out- 
ward conduct agrees with their inumrd principles. Jonah acted 
deceptively towards God, and in the end deceived himself. Men 
of the world do the same towards each other. But God knoweth 
the heart, and in a future day he will award and judge us accord- 
ingly, not looking at what the appearances were, — ** Man looketh 
to the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh to the heart'* — 
Jonah's prayer to die in consequence of God's, mercy being against 
his will appears very rash and unpardonable. He seems to wish to 
rule the Almighty, and goes so far as to pray for death, which al- 
ways conveys terror to the Sinner. He desires to die rather than 
to be exposed to the reproach of men. How wicked to endeavour 
to rush into death unprepared. Yet Jonah did ; and Elijah when 
obliged to give up the hope of regenerating Israel journeyed into 
the wilderness, and sat under a juniper tree, and prayed like Jonah 
for the Lord to take away his life. But Elijah was supported un- 
der his despondency, whereas Jonah was hereafter punished. " Is 
it not law^l for me to do what I will with my own ? Is thine eye 
evil, because I am good ?'' Such an argument Jonah seemed to have 
forgotten. If he had possessed it with the grace of Christ he 
would have left the event in God's hand. He would have rather 
said, *' Thtf wUl be done,'* than attempt to cut his life off because 
of the foohsh fear of man's reproaches, and his want of trust in the 
faithfulness of his Redeemer. 

If there should be one into whose hands these pages may fall, 
and who feels within himself that he is chained to the world, and 
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the wishes of his fellow men. Awake, awake, from such dan^erou? 
connection. If he feels that every word, or look, or command of 
man places more links to his chain of carnal bondage, let him ask 
himself why it is ? and what will be the issue ? If the will of God 
is neglected by him, merely because of his neighbours' scorn, what 
will God render unto him, when hecuts that chain asunder by 
death — and perhaps so eternally t If he has neglected to attend tho 
Holy Sacrament on earth, because of the scons of men^ how can 
he anticipate joining that more heavenly supper of the Lamb in the 
mansions of bliss ? If he has acted unworthily before God on earth 
to gain worldly popularity or esteem, how can he look forward 
with joy to the coming of his Lord ? If the multitude do evil, and 
thou follow after that multitude, what can the multitude do for 
you, after you have followed them in evil ? Can they give you sup- 
port in trouble, or deliver your souls in the day of death ? Custom 
gives a certain code for men to follow, without enquiring whether 
it be the right path or not. Is it not a striking characteristic of 
the present age, that every body follows the fashion ? And if only 
outward forms are observed without corresponding lives of holiness 
how can you expect to be admitted into heavenly felicities, unless 
you have proved yourselves worthy of them ? ** many are called, 
but few chosen." The world may entice you, and hide the future 
from your view. But, I beseech you to look beyond what you can 
see, and feel, and hear, — to look to the issue of things. Tne mul- 
titude may stand ^rs^ in the world, but when the Lord Jesus Christ 
shall unveil every character, what will be their position then ? Will 
he who has been all his life time a slave to man's opinions and man's 
reproaches lift up hishead ? will he not rather at the judgment day be 
ashamed of Christ and his words, will he not lament his allegiance 
with sin and stand guilty and trembling at the bar of God, the e- 
ternal Judge ? Do you feel your sins pressing heavily upon you, 
and so cherishing a disnosition like Jonah's to die rather than to 
live and repent ? Consiaer then well, one and all, of your position 
now in this life, and your prospects for the next. For the one. 
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conscience and reason ; for the other, passion and inclination plead. 
On the one hand, worldly glory, and fleeting existence; on the 
other, endless felicity, and never-fading life. " Hearken unto me, 
ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law ; 
fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revi- 
lings. For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the 
Worm shall eat them like wool ; but my righteousness shall be for 
ever, and my salvation from generation to generation.*' 

T%en said the Lord, doest thou well to be angry ? So Jonah went 
out of the city and sat on the east side of the city, and there made 
him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what 
would become of the city. And the Lord God prepared a gourd, 
and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over 
his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceedingly 
glad of the gourd. 

We are now to contemplate briefly : 1 St.— -The Lord's expostula- 
tion with Jonah, and his departure to see what would befall the 
city. 2nd. — ^The Gourd, and the prophet's delight for the same. 
After Jonah had given vent to his feelings of regret, the Lord answer- 
ed him, which answer seemed to come home to him forcibly, foj 
he " went out of the city.'' His conscience once again convicted 
him, and he departed sorrowfully. He could not say as St. Paul 
did, *' Herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience 
void of offence toward God, and toward men." The Lord knew 
and saw that Jonah's heart was still depraved and still perverse. — 
Jonah had his sentiments, and as thev were not brought into action 
by God's forgiveness to Nineveh, he therefore murmurs. Ob- 
serve, how simply, and yet how forcibly, the Lord addressed him, 
" Doest thou weU to be angry ?" Art thou greatly angry at tht? 
dealings of God ? art thou displeased at not having thine own way^ 
Art thou vexed that mercy should be shown to the penitent Nine- 
vites ? And here I would say to those in this world, who may be 
suffering from the vicissitudes of life, and who may be in conse^ 
quence vexed with, and repining against God, I would say^ " Do* 
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est thou well also to be angry ?'* Remember, tbat God acts in an un- 
seen manner, that that which appears often to men harsh, and se- 
vere, and distressing at the time, may be working out for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory ! That the loss of 
earthly ties and earthly riches may be producing, (though perhaps 
at a distant period) the re-union of soals, and the blessedness of 
eternity ; preparing the way to obtaining and enjoying the riches 
of God's grace, which we as christians look forward to in another 
and a better world, and for which the trials and probation we ex- 
perience here, must be considered as the fitting and the corner stone. 
Jonah's departure out of the city proves that he felt ashamed of his 
conduct, and wished to hide himself once more from the presence 
of his Judge. He made a booth and sat under it in the shadow, 
in order to witness the events that might befal Nineveh. Although 
he had twice sinned, he still entertained some interest for the great 
city. He still felt anxious as to its fate, and once more watched over 
it as a sincere prophet, which brings us to the next point. 

2nd — In this situation the Lord prepared a Gourd to shadow him 
from the heat of the san, which was irksome. The Gourd is con- 
sidered to be in reality the Ricinus communis, or castor oil-tree ; it 
has broad palmate leaves, and serves beneficially to cover the parch- 
ed traveller. It grows in all the warmer regions of the old and 
new continents, and flourishes in the driest soil among stones and 
rubbish. This plant was a great comfort to Jonah, and he rejoic- 
ed with great joy. It shaded him from the sun, and allayed his 
grief. How gracious and merciful is the Lord Jehovah to impen- 
itent men. Though Jonah had grievously erred, the Lord took 
compassion on him. And when the Lord took upon himself our 
nature, which was eight hundred and sixty-two years after this Nar- 
rative, what principle did he practise and inculcate to his disci- 
ples, but this ? " Do good for evil. Love your enemies ; bless 
them which persecute you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you." Yet how many are found to act like the prophet (after 
the burst of pleasure has passed away) regardless of the kindness 
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of God, and when once fall, forget that they may agam require 
8U8tenance. *' Boast not thyself of to-morrow ; for thou knowest 
not what a day may bring forth/' 
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*' Come, Holy Spirit ! heavenly Dove ! 
With all thy qnick'ning powers ; 
Kmdle a flame of sacred love 
In these cold hearts of ours. 

Our hearts are set on things below 
Fond of these earthly toys ; 

Our souls, how heavily they go 
To reach eternal joys. 

In vain we tune our lifeless songs ; 

In vain we strive to rise ; 
Thy praises falter on our tongues, 

And our devotion dies. 

Come, Holy Spirit, heav'nly Dove, 
With all thy quick'ning powers ; 

shed abroad a Saviour's love, 
And bid it kindle ours." 



Chelmrford, ^ A. M. W. 

2nd July, 1845. 



[No. 23.] 

The NAERATIVE of JONAH pmtiealiy eondaded. 

JONAH'S SECOND PUNISHMENT. 



But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it 
emote the gourd that it withered. And it came to pose, when the sun 
did arise f that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat 
upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted and wished in himself to die, 
and saidf it is better for me to die than to live. And God said to 
Jonah, doest thou well to be angry for the gourd f And he said, I 
do well to be angry even unto death. Then said the Lord; Thou hast 
had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither 
modest it grow ; which came up in a night, and perished in a night : 
And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more 
than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right 
hand and their Irft hand; and also much cattle f 

4th. chap. Jonah, 7 — llth verses. 

The joy of the prophet was not of long duration — ^his joy was not 
arising from a sens* of proper conduct, and therefore was but fleet- 
ing. The gourd was a blessing to him ; in the midst of his trial he 
felt its value, and when he most prized it, God smote it that it 
withered. A just punishment it was, and when the heart most 
feels its own bitterness, and increase of trial assails it, then man 
knows his own worthlessness, and the supreme government of Je- 
hovah. When we are in the midst of worldly happiness and pros- 
perity, when we fancy ourselves most secure, and adversity or 
affliction comes upon us, then we feel the most acutely our loss. — 
Then it is that so many christians, like Jonah, are induced to 
rni^rrnur at their change from the Lord. Jonah was apparently 
ha[)py — ^he knew not what would befall him on the day after. And 
here we notice our limited understanding. The past and the pres- 
ent are all we can call our own. The future who shall unveil ? 
Who can tell a man what shall be after him under the sun ? De- 
light not in this world's possessions, for they are all as fleeting as 
they are fair. Place no dependence on broken reeds ; or like Jo- 
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nah, realize pleasure from earthly comforts, which will fade quick- 
ly away, in the same manner as the gourd, which came up in a 
night, and perished in a night. 

It now only remains for us to consider Jonah's repining at God*s 
mercy, is reproved by the loss of the gourd ; and the excellent 
simile made Dy our Lord to Jonah, concluding with a few practical 
remarks arising from the contemplation of the whole Narrative. 

At the loss of the comfort God had given, the prophet again 
wishes to die. He is again displeased with God. Tne sun was o- 
ver-powering — the wind violent, and in this pitiful condition he 
preferred death to life. He no longer wished to endure the chas- 
tening of the Lord, and desired to depart for ever. This loss was 
a trial of his faith in God, and a trial of his zeal. We observe next, 
the wise, the beautiful comparison which followed such loss. Do- 
est thou well to be angry for the gourd ? Dost thou care so much 
for the loss of a blessing to thyself, and yet regardest not the pre- 
servation of more than sixscore thousand persons in the city of 
Nineveh ? Hast thou pity on the gourd, for the which thou la- 
boured not, neither madest it grow ; which came up in a night, 
and perished in a night ? and shall I, saith the Lord, not show 
mercy by sparing populous Nineveh, whose inhabitants could not 
discern between their right hand and their left hand, children who 
knew not wrong. Jonah here reminds us of Pharaoh, who not- 
withstanding all God's mercies, still hardened his heart ; and to 
come to a more notorious case, -that of Jeroboam, " whose hand 
dried up, so that he could not pull it in again to him ; but, at the 
voice of God, was restored to him again ; and yet he returned not 
from his evil way. (See 13th chap. 1st. Kings.) 

Nineveh contained 600,000 persons, either to perish or to be 
saved. One fifth of the population were reckoned children. This 
seems immense; but look at London, which in 1831, contained 
not less than 1,776,500 persons within eight miles of St. PauTs. 
And shall such be destroyed without time for repentance ? God 
acted according to this principle, and Nineveh was spared, and to 
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impress it as right upon Jonah he experienced the loss of the gourd. 
And what must have been his reflections when God brought the 
matter so home to him ? In what a contracted light must his mer- 
cy have appeared to him when contrasted with the mercy of God. 
If he cared for a trifle, how much more his heavenly master for the 
salvation of a little world ! If he felt regret at the destruction of a 
plant of one night's existence, how much moremust God desire not 
to destroy a city, which repented of their evil deeds ? How admir- 
ably Jonah was taught to judge of God's merciful character, and 
also to consider the value of human life, — ^that God has not made 
man for nought,^-or predestined him to destruction, but regards 
all his creatures with Paternal affection. Therefore, "work the 
works of him that sent you while it is day, for the night cometh 
when no man can work." The people in Nineveh were in a deplor- 
able state of ignorance, " more than sixscore thousand persons 
that could not discern between their right hand and their left hand ; 
and also much cattle." 

Thus ends this interesting Narrative ; and what a display of Mer- 
cy has been seen throughout ; which mercy still lingers towards 
all the world, if Sinners will but turn from their evil ways and live. 

One thing may be advanced in favour of the prophet, that his 
repentance was sincere, and though the Ninevites fell a second time 
into forgetfulness of God, Jonah was once a sign unto them, and 
once turned them from darkness to light — from Satan unto God. 
And as much as God forgave them, so will he also us, if we heart- 
ily repent. " I will arise and go unto my father, and will say un- 
to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son." Such a confession 
as this will never pass unheeded before God. For the Scriptures 
say " there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth." 

Nineveh is now no more. Though spared by God, she relapsed 
into sin. And the prophet Nahum declared " aflSiction should not 
rise up the second time." So it came to pass, the Assyrians op- 
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pressed the Israelites, and the Medes assaulted them in a time of 
festivity. " While they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be 
devoured as stubble, fully dry." The Medes besieged the dty, 
and in the space of three years took it. " And it shaU come to 
pass, that all they that look upon thee shall flee from thee, and 
say, Nineveh is laid waste : "V^o will bemoan her ? whence shall 
I seek comforters for thee." (3rd chap. Nahum. 7th verse.) '^ Alas, 
alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine hnen, and purple, 
and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls ! 
All that pass by clsq) their hands at thee ; they hiss and wag their 
head at thee, saying^ Is this the city that m«n call the perfection 
of beauty, the joy of the whole earth ?" 

Every blessing was given her, but she proved unmindful of them ; 
her merchants were multiplied above the stars of heaven, yet she was 
unworthy, and the Lord of Hosts declared himself against her, 
and that he would show future ''nations" her " nakedness," and 
the " kingdoms" her '' shame." Nineveh is a desolation, and dry 
like a wilderness. Not one wreck of her is now visible. The ruins 
themselves have perished. This shows that not one tittle nor one 
jot of the law shall fail, until all God's intentions come to pass. 

Nineveh's glory has faded — ^Nineveh's wealth has tumbled into 
ashes. Her monuments of rovalty — ^her tokens of splendour are 
departed for ever ; nothing of her remains, except her fate, for a 
warning. The greatness of her kings, the pride of her nobles, the 
number, and wealth of her merchants, all are no more, — ^but she 
will at the sound of God's archangel rise up to give an account of 
herself; and what an awful disclosure will be made, as her actions, 
and her total destruction convey some idea of it. 

Art tkou better than populous Nineveh ? that was situate among 
the rivers, that had the waters round about it, whose rampart was 
the sea, and her wall was from the sea ? Ethiopia and Egypt were 
her strength, and it was infinite ; yet was she carried away. Are 
you not carried away by every blast of vain doctrine, or uie cap- 
ricious notions of the worldly-minded, who are fond of and ever 
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seeking ehange ? And when thou hast been brought to Repentance, 
afterwards doat thtm fall away as the Ntnevites of old ? 

In conelading, let me earnestly address my christian friends to 
see how fax they are individually following the example of their 
Lord, so as to ensure the eoiUmuanee of God's favour and protect- 
ion. Remember, Nineveh was destroyed in the time of gaiety and 
festivity ; even Uieir King was not exempted : you may also, in 
joining the pleasures of this world, and living in a thouffntless se- 
curity be equally overtaken ; and when the day of grace is past and 
gone. Nineveh was not spared tunce ; therefore we cannot expect 
it. She abused her privileges, and we in the midst of a sinful and 
corrupt nation may do the same, to our inevitable ruin. Take 
warning then by her sad and sorrowful fate, less future generations 
should be allowed to look upon this nation in a similar manner. — 
Lest we be dealt with according to our deserts, and visited with 
utter destruction. God may say to us, as to Nineveh and Babylon 
of old, *' Behold your house is left unto you desolate." Or in the 
language of our blessed Saviour, " O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets, and stones t them that are sent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy chUdren together, even as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not !" 
Oh, may he not come and bewail over us, as he cud over Jerusa^ 
lem, which we read of in the 19th chap, of St. Luke's gospel, 41 
to 44th verses. And when he was come near, he beheld the city, 
and wept over it, saying, if thou hadst known, even thou, at least 
in this thy da^, the things which belong unto thy peace 1 but now 
they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, 
that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee 
round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even 
with the ground, and thy children with thee ; and they shall not 
leave in thee one stone upon another ; because thou knewest not 
the time of thy visitation." Though Nineveh was forgiven and 
spared once, it is no reason why we are to presume that we shall 
be. • Say not, like Nineveh, " I am, and there is none beside 
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me :" — ^her pomp and splendour where are they now ? all her earth- 
ly baubles have vanished for ever. In the midst of luxury and 
revelry she fell, her King with her, and in the moment of her im- 
aginea security, she was " laid waste," " Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall." The temptations of 
the world allured the Ninevites, and do also be^Ue us. And, 
unless we look beyond these, Nineveh will rise up and condemn 
us, for she repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold a great- 
er, even Christ Jesus has warned us. And when we come to die» 
if we have neglected those things pertaining to a future life, what 
can console us at that trying moment ? If on the other hand we 
have built on the rock of Jesus Christ, blessed for ever, and have 
from that erected mountains of righteousness, what a blessed re- 
ception we shall meet with from our merciful Redeemer : " Come 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.'* 

Such is the promise, and may the Holy Spiiit assist you who 
read, and I who write, to the obtainig of so great and precious re- 
ward. May he bless us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ. Ma^ he induce the worldly-minded, and the 
careless, to neglect their souls no longer, but earnestly to repent, 
that they may hereafter shine in pure and refulgent glory in worlds 
beyond the skies ; and inspire and strengthen the godly and faith- 
ful in reaching to the haven of everlasting life. 

And what remains, but for me to conclude in the words of Htm 
who spake as never man spake : — " If ye know these things, hap^ 
py are ye if ye do them!!'* Amen! 



Chehn^ord, A. M, W. 

12th July, 1845. 



[No. 24.] 

Christ Crucified, the Hope of Fninre Glory. 

For the Jews require a sign^ and the Greeks seek after wisdom : But 
we preach Christ crucified y unto the Jews a stumbling -block, and unto 
the Greeks foolishness. 1st chap. 1st Corinthians, 22 & 23rd verses. 

Every age seems to have some peculiar characteristic. In the 
present times we unhappily find some minds directed to establish 
again a slavish system of rites and ceremonies, " which gendereth 
to bondage rather than to set forth " the glorious liberty of the 
children of God.** This is also an age of freedom of opinion. — 
Each man thinks himself right, if he chooses a sign, or to have 
wisdom, what matters it to others, or if he receives the doctrine 
of Christ crucified and lives by it. Thus it was that the Greeks 
seeking after wisdom sought all the world's vanities and fell. A- 
gain with the Jews they required a sign, not the power and wisdom 
of God and of course gained it not. For the superstitions of the 
Jews and Greeks aided in producing the afflictions of a crucified 
Saviour by them, he was smitten and wounded, and therefore they 
would seek and require any thing than that which related to the 
Son of Man. And similar was it with Corinth. Corinth endea< 
voured to establish signs and wonders of the world, for its inhabi- 
tants were very licentious and profligate, and through it, we are told, 
were great admirers of the sceptical philosophy of the Greeks : but 
St. Paul went to them and planted a church there consistini? 
chiefly of converts from Heathenism, but alas ! for the frailty of 
man, when the holy Apostle left, the Jews endeavoured, by using 
artificial ornaments of eloquence, which had great effect upon their 
minds, to turn them from their good intentions. Hence arose di- 
visions and other irregularities among the Corinthian christians, 
totally opposite with the genuine spirit of the gospel. The wisdom 
of the world destroyed any spiritual result from St. Paul's attempt 
of bringing them into one fold. For the Jews disliked the doctrine 
of Christ, they thought that he was a man gluttonous, a friend of 
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publicans and aumers, and that God was the only Mediator. The 
Greeks laboured likewise under a similar mistake. They thon^t 
that the doctrine of the Cross was but mere enthusiasm, and cap- 
ricious ; and therefore, to increase the honour of the worship of 
God was not their aim, but their pretence. Let us then take warn- 
ing, for Christ is our fortress, and " in him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 
his grace." The doctrine of Christ crucified affords comfort and 
relieif to the desponding sinner, and when his strength fails him, 
it is his support and guide. It is the preaching of Christ crudfied 
which enables us to Imow of him and to believe in him, to bear the 
sign of a regenerate heart uninterrupted by the world ; and secures 
us a hope of everlasting life, bringing us nearer to him every day, 
" rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the fiedth." So im- 
portant, so all-absorbing did the great Apostle consider this topic, 
that he makes a solemn asseveration to his Galatian converts not 
to glory in any thing but in the cross of Christ. (Gal. 6 — 14th.) — 
And if it is not such to us, some worldly passion is the hindrance, 
springing perhaps from a carnal pride, and therefore it may weU 
be to many (like the Jews) a stumbling-block, and (like the Greeks) 
foolishness ; for Christ crucified is in conjunction with the wisdom 
of God, and the powers that are of God. Our Lord justly said — 
*' Ye will not come to me that ye might have life." The Jews wish- 
ed to carry the sway — they wanted to be first ; envy and prejudice 
gave them a hatred against the doctrine of the Cross : they required 
a sign to establish it as they thought, that they were to inherit the 
land of promise by fanaticism and contempt. But the preaching of 
Christ crucified has flourished ; the foolishness and weakness of 
men are laid aside, and the power of God is manifested by the in- 
creasing propagation of his gospel. Why was this doctrine a 
stumbUng-block and hindrance to the Jews ? but, because they 
wished to gratify themselves in mockery or idle curiosity ; and the 
Greeks chose to seek after wisdom in the hope of it helping them 
and being useful to them ; but the wisdom of the world is at enmity 
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with God. If they had sought the wisdom of Christ they would 
have received great help, — ^but they would not hearken to him, be- 
cause he disappointed their earthly hopes. 

Thus it was that St. Paul was received at Corinth : he was con- 
sidered as a babbler when he commanded them to rq>ent that they 
might live in the fear of God and of his son Jesus Christ. It has 
ever been to the Jews a stumbling-block and unto the Greeks fool- 
ishness ; laid aside by the one, and thought not of by the other : 
treated by the self-conceited as vanity, and discarded as foolish- 
ness by the self-abased ; and even with christians it is often an hin- 
drance^ for they must carry the cross of Christ if they would ever 
hope for Heaven ; and often would they gratify their evil wishes 
if it were not for this check. And how much we should rejoice 
when it interrupts us in our evil progress and overcomes our sinful 
passions — ^when it subdues and governs our bad propensities, and 
leads us to joys which shall have no end. It is a consoling doctrine 
and the older we grow the more need for it we have ; for we see e- 
ven tn these our days strange doctrines and false prophets arising, 
crying, " t'eace, peace, when there is no peace ;*' leading the Lord's 
people astray from him and seeking after other gods, the work of 
men's hands. But a day is coming when all shall be of one fold 
and under one shepherd, when the Jew will require no sign, or 
the Greek to seek after wisdom ; when it will be no longer unto the 
Jews a stumbling-block, or to the Greeks foolishness : and a bles- 
sed time to those who have made this doctrine their help and their 
hope. '* I will have mercy saith the Lord and not sacrifice.'' For 
God is faithful by whom says St. Paul " ye were called unto the 
fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord." What was it that 
the same Apostle says to the wavering Corinthians ? (1 Cor. ii. 2.) 
" I determined not to know any thing among you save Jesus Christ 
and him crucified." 

I will now direct your attention to this important subject, more 
minutely free on the one hand from superstition, and on the other 
desecration. For I would have you remember that " the wisdom 
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of God is a mystery even an hidden wisdom which God ordained 
before the world unto our glory, which none of the princes of this 
world knew" " For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek 
after wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness." We observe 
in these verses, both a warning and an exhortation. The wisdom 
of the world we well know had at that time a great influence ; it o- 
vercame the preaching of even Christ himself. The requiring of a 
sign was but to gratify their wishes and to increase their pride ; — 
our Lord himself declared " Except ye see signs and wonders, ye 
will not believe." It was but to exalt themselves and to defile the 
temple of Christ, and the sign further was but a sign for worldly 
increase and contentious gain ; for they had not built upon a sure 
foundation, but on one of wood, hay, stubble, things which all 
perish in their using ; things which St. Paul justly says in his e- 
pistle to the Colossians, ** have indeed a show of wisdom in will- 
worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body : not in any 
honour to the satisfying of the flesh." It was not the sign for the 
regeneration of a new birth, but a temporal sign for the gratifica- 
tion of vanities. — This is a warning to us : we must not be carnal, 
we must avoid envyings, and strifes, and divisions ; for the,y that 
are carnal, walk as men ! but we must embrace the sign of the cross 
marked on us at Baptism, *' Buried with him in baptism, wherein 
also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, 
who hath raised him from the dead." St. Paul in another place 
writes, " Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel, 
not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made 
of none effect ; for the preaching of the cross is to them that per- 
ish, foolishness ; but unto us which are saved, it is the power of 
God." His power works within man and dictates to him what he 
ought to do ; but when the evil spirit within him rises, it stops and 
prevents it, which is against the law of God and cannot be helped, 
for man is perverse ; — for what man knoweth the good of those 
things which are righteousness, and peace, and joy unto him ? — 
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"As it is writen, eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither have en- 
tered into the heart of man the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him." By the Jews blindness, we enjoy this sub- 
lime doctrine as we read in the 13th chapter Acts, where Paul and 
Barnabas addressing the Jews, '* waxed bold and said. It was ne- 
cessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you ; 
but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Uentiles." St. Paul in remon- 
strating with the Corinthians shows the futility of all human learn- 
ing, for the Greeks chose to seek after worldly wisdom in preference 
to (and when compared with) the excellency of the gospel of Christ. 
The Corinthians in general were addicted in the highest degree 
with indulgence in sensual pleasures, and had it not been for St. 
Paul, Corinth would have remained an Heathen country surround- 
ed with follies and lusts. But he that is joined unto the Lord is 
one spirit, and a temple of the Holy Ghost. " He is not a Jew,'' 
says St. Paul (Rom. ii. 28.) '' which is one outwardly, neither is 
that circumcision, which is circumcision in the flesh ; but he is a 
Jew which is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart 
and the spirit, and not in the letter, whose praise is not of men, 
but of God." And in another place he writes, " Circumcision is 
nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing ; but the keeping of the 
commandments of God." 

Let then every one abide in the same calling wherein he was 
called, and he will strengthen his faith by upholding the cross of 
Christ ; he will become a wise master-builder and shall have for it 
the praise of God. Without faith no man can please the Lord. — 
Do you then believe in the efficacy of this great, this all-powerful 
doctrine ? Is your hope of heaven and future glory resting upon 
it ? For the hope of the ungodly is like dust that is blown away 
with the wind ; like thin froth that is driven away by the storm ; 
like as the smoke which is dispersed here and there with a tempest, 
and passeth away as a remembrance of a guest that tarrieth but a 
day. But the righteous live for evermore ; their reward also, is 
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with the Lord, and the care of them is with the Most High. There- 
fore, shall they receive a glorious kiDffdom and a beautifal crown 
fr4Ma l^e Lord's hand, " for with his ri^t hand shall he cover them, 
and with his arm shall he protect them.'' We read in Isaiah, " He 
shall be for a sanctuary, but for a stone of stumbling and for a rod 
of defence to both the houses of Israel." What a true prophecy ; 
and see its fulfillment ! Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the ru- 
diments of the world, and not after Christ. '* It was a stumbling- 
block to the Jews that Christ should die at all ; for they understood 
their law to teach them that Christ diould abide for ever : but it 
was far more so, that he should die upon die cross. Thus in the 
dialogue between Justin Martyr and Trypho the Jew ; the latter 
objects : — " We cannot enough wonder tliat you should expect anj 

food from God, who place all your hope on a man who was cruci- 
ed." And again : — "We doubt of your Christ, who was so ig- 
nominiously crucified — ^for our Law styles every one who is cruci- 
fied accursed." " Unto the Greeks foolishness." — So, in the above 
mentioned dialogue, Justin Martyr says, " They account us mad, 
that, after the immutable and eternal Grod, we give the second 
place to a man who was crucified." Celsus calls it '* wicked and a- 
bominable." *' The wise men of the world insult over us" says 
Augustine, ''and ask. Where is your understanding, who worship 
him for a God who was crucified P" See Whitby in loc. Doddridge 
well paraphrases here : — " Though it be to the Jews a stumbling- 
block, (as contrary to their secular expectations,) and to the Greeks 
foolishness, as not resting mainly on the principles of reason." — 
One requires a sign, another seeks after wisdom according as the 
propensities of each lead them. The Jews wished for signs and 
wonders, and miracles; but although a miracle might startle, it 
could not convince; they would still have remained in a doubting 
mind. And now for the application of these remarks to ourselves, 
of the present day; and it will be well for us to consider these 
things attentively t When we take a survey of the last few years 
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there is much to surprise us, much to lament. It is ahnost unne- 
cessary for me to speak of the Unity of religion, or rather the unity 
that ought to be, since we know that instead of " one body, ana 
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your caUing ; — one 
IiOrd> one faith, one baptism, one God, and Fatha: of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all :'' — ^the body of Christ, 
has as it were, been broken in twain, and Schism pervertedly and 
wrongfully has arisen ; and whilst the world is constituted as it is, 
it will be almost impossible to suppress, though I do assert, ttiat 
religion ought not to be divided like the pieces of a tragedy into parts 
and divisions, and sects, but should be ** one in Christ, and one in 
brethren /" " While men," says the pious Baxter, " wrangle here 
in the dark, they are dying and passing to that world which will 
decide all their controversies, and the safest passage thither is by 
peaceable holiness." Vain man would be wise, though man be 
Dom like a wild colt, and in the present times he vainly sets up 
his own ideas^ and leads many astray with him — the Creator, as 
Creator, is alone acknowledged, and beyond this, men are con- 
stantly finding room for controversy. The doctrines of Christian- 
ity more or less are a mystery — our own nature is a mystery also ; 
in fact, all that is handed down to us by revelation requires only 
belief, for it is seldom explanatory of itself, and man's wisdom can 
never solve it. We ground the reasonableness of faith on the cred- 
ibility of testimony. It seems to me an idle speculation to attempt 
to discover reasons and objects of the Creator ; what is written 
should be received in faith, as it is written ; and man should not 
oresume to go beyond it ; for the search must be fruitless. St. 
Paul himseff acknowledged "godliness" to be a "mystery," — 
but he did not attempt to make it plain, or to put certain construct- 
ions upon it, and pronounce them the truth, and all other opinions 
to be wrong : No, he simply preached the doctrine of the cross 
with all its mysteries as it is; out man, presumptuous man, goes 
beyond the boundary, and after all his cavilling, finds at last spir- 
itual blindness and ignorance from which he can never rid himself. 
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While some say they are of Apollos, and others of Cephas, are ye 
not carnal and walk as men ? Are ye better than the Corinthians 
of old ? Our blessed Lord pronounces himself to be " the truth/' 
and all, more or less, that have received a Christian education con- 
fess that there is a God : — Nature itself, in fact, the whole creation 
the leaf, the bud, the fruit, are all signs and proofs that there is a 
Maker ; but there has arisen so much dissent in the mode of be- 
lieving religious principles and doctrines, that at last the funda- 
mentsd part of the truth which he came on earth to inculcate and 
to establish is almost lost sight of, viz : the doctrine of Christ cru- 
cified, Obedience and love to God and love to Man, which he pro- 
nounced to be life itself, — " this do, and thou shalt live. (See Luke 
X. 25th verse.) Thus, whilst the truth has been given us, (see 
John xiv. 16---1 7th verses.) men have devised methods of their 
own in receiving it — have adopted customs and formed modes of 
worship for believing it, and preaching it according as each thinks 
to be the right — ^whilst centuries have passed, and a march taken 
place in intellect — an increasing thirst for knowledge pacing with 
time has arisen, and it has become a legislative question in what 
way such knowledge is to be imparted ? under what form it is to 
be administered ? I am quite convinced that knowledge must have 
for its basis religious principles:— and a daily practise of moral duties 
flowing therefrom; in order to ensure happiness here and bliss 
hereafter. " Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be 
increased." Lord Bacon has told us that knowledge is power, put 
knowledge must be converted into wisdom, and this can only e- 
manate from Religion, " whose ways are ways of pleasantness, atid 
all her paths are peace." It will be well to bear in mind the lan- 
guage of one of the most elegant, as well as the most pious of our 
English poets, 

" Knowledge and wisdom, far from being one, 
Have oft-times no connexion. Knowledge dwells 
In heads replete with thoughts of other men, 
Wisdom in minds attentive to their own : 
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Knowledge, a rude unprofitable mads, 
The mere materials with which Wisdom builds. 
Till smooth'd, and squar'd, and fitted to its place, 
Does but encumber what it seems t' enrich. 
Knowledge is proud that he has leam'd so much ; 
Wisdom is humble that he knows no more." 

cowfer's task. 

And with all that has been done, and is doing, with all the e- 
tections of places of worship for the people's spiritual edification, y«t 
sin prevails, and it is naturally asked. Why is it so } And in the 
century to come, children yet unborn may have to look in vain for 
unity and love, so little is the spirit of the doctrines of our Church 
carried out, — so little does " the word preached profit them not be- 
ing mixed with faith in them that hear it." Who cannot but ad- 
mire the beautiful service of our Church, and regret that her in- 
culcations are not followed, and that there is not more practical 
Christianity. St. Peter has taught us to expect a day of *' heresies 
and swift destruction ;" and elsewhere we are warned of the latter 
days when there shall be " deceivers speaking great swelling words 
of vanity, promising liberty, and yet are the servants of corruption." 
And that these times may not be .afar off, is very probable ; we 
however, have one great and all-powerful consolation, " he that 
endureth unto the end the same shall be saved." In quietness 
and confidence shall be your strength ! 

Reader, — It is your highest privilege to enjoy the benign influ- 
ences of this blessed doctrine of Christ Crucified. Let it not be 
lost upon you ; but by it may your hope be kept stedfast, your 
faith more firm, and your zeal in his service unabated. As the 
Jews doubted Christ crucified, so earnestly must you believe in it, 
imparting as it does comfort and peace to the troubled mind, coin- 
ciding with christian sobriety and charity, inculcating those precepts 
which are holy, holy in themselves as well as in their purpose — a 
doctrine which contains all that is lawful and innocent. Unto you 
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therefore which believe he is precious^ he is a just God and a Sa- 
viour there is none like unto Him ; blessed is he who is not offended 
in me. Come unto me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest ; for my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 

It may be that this doctrine is being lost sight of now by many ; 
therefore christian reader be on your guard ; lest you become cor- 
rupted by your desires, — ^lest you like the Jews and Greeks, make 
it astumblmg-blockand foolishness to you, who are "wise in your 
own conceits," and fall in your wickedness. There are some who 
receive it not with its simplicity, for it shows where it is received, 
and is made manifest in ita true followers ; and its moral effects are 
seen with individuals as well sus with nations. Ever bear in mind 
that without the cross, you are living day by day in sin. Are you 
carrying it, and so preparing for future glory and happiness ? Have 
you fullUed your baptismal vow and covenant ? have you the sign 
of a regenerate heart bearing testimony to Christ, binding you more 
strongly to learn and to keep his commandments } Whilst it cheers 
the heart, it influences the mind, — it sets the occupier to forsake 
the world and embrace all things spiritual, to become fools in order 
that you may be wbe. It is a gift which the Holy Spirit imparts 
to all christian believers ; it is " the power of God" to the salvation 
of your souls. 

Let us then ask ourselves whether we individually have this sign, 
and whether we labour to attain its possession. Do we seek and 
achieve Christ Crucified, for it is the greatest work of redemption. 
There is much to excite our admiration and stir our motion ; it is 
the deep and lasting wisdom which gains the praise of Christ, and 
the honor of God. Therefore be on your guard, and seek it while 
you have the time. Then wisdom and knowledge shall be the 
stability of thy times and strength of salvation. For how shall we 
answer, if with the faculties with which he has endowed us, and 
in the field of heavenly knowledge, we are found ignorant and blind, 
immersed in worldly pleasures. Through the redemption of Christ 



155 

only you will be saved. Covet not then, like the Greeks, worldly 
wisdom, for there is a practical wisdom from above, which vnXL 
assist you in preparing for heavenly felicities ! " Who then is that 
faithfid and wise steward whom his lord shall make ruler over his 
household to give them their portion of meat in due season ? bles- 
sed is that servant whom his lord when he cometh shall find so do- 
ing. 



Chelnuford, A. M. W. 

24th July, 1845. 



[No. 25.] 

THE ONE mim NEEDFUL 



AndJesu9 answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art care^ 
Jul and troubled about many things : but one thing is nee^/ul : and 
Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from 
her. 10th chap. Luke, 41 st & 42nd verses. 

In this passafje we are taught two things : Ist. — ^That we should 
not be over-careful in worldly matters ; 2nd. — ^The reason why : — 
because, there is something more important to attend to, " need- 
ful" for our souls as well as our bodies. These two points we see 
carried out in the character of Martha and Mary, llie former was 
busying herself in order to make a meet reception for her blessed 
Lord, " she was cambered about with much serving," and lament- 
ed her sister's apparent neglect in leaving her to attend to all the 
honours which she wished to have paid her divine Guest, and re- 
quested of the latter to spare her for assistance, as we read in the 
40th verse, " Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me 
to serve alone ? bid her therefore, that she help me." Although it 
may be admitted that Martha was only acting right in wishing to 
entertain her holy Master as became his honored station, yet her 
error lie in over -carefulness, and in troubling herself about many 
things, which were unnecessary, at any rate ; though perhaps of 
importance in her eyes, were perfect insignificance in our Lord's. 
Hence he kindly and tenderly reproved her, and bade her remem-^ 
her, that " one thing is needful ;" then drawing a contrast between 
herself and sister, who had chosen that good part, declared the 
same should not ** be taken away from her." All the over-care- 
fulness Martha had, was in things that were to no profit ; worldly 
triHes engrossed her attention, and so she forgot '^ the one thing 
needful." On the contrary, Mary, doubtless, gave a proper con- 
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sideration to temporal benefits, but still was not totally indifferent 
to " that good part," which our Lord asserted, should endure for 
ever — and which he wisely and affectionately admonished her sis- 
ter to think of more. Martha was careful, but her mind was trou- 
bled ; and this is vexation of spirit. A very little reflection indeed 
will convince us that many of the troubles which arise in this world, 
come from nefj^lectinp^ the one thing tieedful. But let us who are of 
the day, writes St. Paul, be sober, putting on the breastplate of 
faith and love ; and for an helmet the hope of salvation. How often 
we hear men say, ** Religion is very well in its place. It is right 
on the sabbath. It is a good thing in trouble or sickness ; and a 
better thing in death." But woe to that man who thinks so ! — 
Religion must be an every-day concern, — yea, an hourly concern ; 
its spirit must actuate us in all our works, in all our duties, in 
company and in solitude, in our chamber, and in the world, in 
our busmess, in our pleasures, in our sorrows, in our families : if 
not, we are none of Christ's, " our house is the way to hell, going 
down to the chambers of death." 

If you are trusting to the world for strength which you can only 
procure of God ; if you imagine that you can live and prosper with- 
out a daily attention to the high vocation whereunto you are called, 
you are eternally sinning. It may seem to you now, as you are, 
a little matter ; but hereafter it will be a very great one. You may 
say, " What is the Almighty, that we should serve him ? and 
what profit should we have, if we pray unto him ? but remember, 
you have a soul to save, or else to perish ; you have much to learn, 
and much to practise in order to carry out fully the example which 
Jesus Christ has left us to follow. And the knowledge that only 
" he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever," should lead us to 
*'set our affections on things above, and not on things on the 
earth." Stand in awe and sin not ; commune with your own heart 
upon your bed and be still. Offer the sacrifices of righteousness 
and put your trust in the Lord. What will increase Religion a- 
mongst us ? what will make man the better in this life, and pro^ 
duce a good ripe fruit for him in the world to come ? The praise 
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of the Lord, and the fear of his name ! This will not only increase 
the Church of Christ militant, but the glories of the eternal inher- 
itance. Who then will so follow the steps of his Lord (setting at 
the same time an example and inducement for others to do the like) 
the good and holy precepts of the Lord ? — which led Peter into the 
sea to follow Christ ; a woman in the house of Simon the leper to 
pour an alabaster box of very precious ointment on his head ; — 
which led Mary the sister of Martha to learn as well as to follow 
the ways of the Lord at the feet of Jesus. And if we desire to 
know them also, if we with all our prayers, fasting, religion, self- 
denial, and repentance do not enjoy the holy feeling, and inward 
secret which real christians derive from paying especial regard to 
"the one thin^ needful," and which we must realize, or else our 
faith is impenect, let us take an example from her who was not 
cumbered hke her sister with the world, but adorned in the know- 
ledge of her God. And if we are at a loss to know how to do this 
amidst the cares and troubles of this life, retire into thy chamber, 
and there worship thy God in secret, and thv Father which seeth 
in secret shall reward thee openly. Pray for the blessed influences 
of the Holy Spirit to convince you of sin, to lead you in the right 
path, to open your eyes and your heart — to regenerate you, and to 
raise you from spiritual death to spiritual life. " Can the Ethiopian 
change his skin or the leopard his spots ?" (Jer. xiii. 23rd verse.) 
in like manner your conversion from beginning to end must be as- 
sisted (1 Peter, i. 23.) not by baptism only, but by the word preach- 
ed, and by the blessed efficacy of Christ's blood and atonenient 
you will be brought from darkness unto light, from satan unto 
God ; and resting your faith in the merits of his death, not only 
he justified, but saved. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, ana 
you shall be saved." (Acts xvi. 31.) 

By thoughtfulness and carefulness, by diligently searching the 
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus, and devoting a portion of 
your time to religion exclusively, (wisely called "the one thing need- 
ful,") anon you will become acquainted with that inward and real 
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happiness emanating only therefrom, and which is so much hid 
by the glaring business ot the world. And without we feel it, we 
are in sin — we are perhaps in depths of sin, that repentance and 
time only can root oxt, unless " the spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit," we are not " the children of God ;" and if we are 
not the chUdren of God, whose are we ? The servants of sin, the 
children of the wicked one. " He that is not with me, says our 
Lord, is against me." " He that committeth sin is of the devil ; 
for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy tne works of 
the devil." (1 John. iii. 8.) 

Are there any to be found with Martha's character at the present 
time ? Are there none like Martha, " cumbered " by vain things — 
tinsel ornaments ; — who prefer the flesh-pots of ^gyvt, the pride of 
life, and the all-powerful grasping of riches, rather than to hearken 
unto the voice of the Lord — than to observe his statutes, and keep 
his laws ? 

On the other side, — Are there any like Mary faithfully serving 
their Lord, unlike the man who puts his hand to the plough, and 
looks back, for he is not fit for the kingdom of God ? Are there a- 
ny like Mary diligently attending to " the one thing needful, " that 
they may be found worthy at Christ's second coming? heirs of 
God and joint-heirs with Christ ; that suffering with him, we may 
be also glorified together ? For mortal life is tne seed-time of im- 
mortality, and the fruits of the spirit from within us will be as vis- 
ible as the works of the flesh ; and both will bear their fruit at the 
harvest of the Lord. Then he that hath sown to his flesh, — ^who 
like Martha was " cumbered" about in worldly business—or desir- 
ing to heap up riches which cannot follow us to the grave, and so 
neglecting " the one thing needful," will receive his condemnation. 
And by the same hand, he that hath sown to the Spirit and Right- 
eousness, and like Mary, ever eager in the service of his Father in 
heaven, will receive his blessing with eternal life : for such shall 
He accept at the judgment day : poor in this world's goods, but 
ich in Christ ; for ''the fashion of this world passeth away !" 
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" Oh be thy wealth, an apright heart ; 

Thy strength, the su£ferer*8 stay ; 
Thy earthly choice, the better part, 

Which cannot fade away. 

Thy zeal for Christ, a quenchless fire ; 

Thy friends, the men of peace i 
Thy heritage, an angel's lyre. 

When earthly changes cease." 



Cheln^fard, A. M. W. 

14th Aug. 1845, 



[No. 26.] 

Is it better for a Young Person on entering 
Life to meet witli Prosperity or Adversity ? 

" It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in hU youth.'* 

Srd chap. LamentatioDs, 27th verse. 

This question certainly if it were one of choice would occupy 
not a moment's reflection. Prosperity is, and would be, the desire 
of all ; not the Young only, but every individual. And that it 
should be so is only natural to our depraved and fallen nature. — 
With all there is implanted a thirst for obtaining wealth, and a wish 
to enjoy it to the ne plus ultra. And although the desire is great, 
yet it more frequently happens it is never realized, and if it does 
come,— like a bright summer's day, a cloud overspreads the mer- 
idian of fortune, and all is lost. It does not appear to me at all in- 
consistent that on entering life, the desire for, and the endeavours 
after prosperity are so great ; since all are brought up from infancy 
with the impression that wealth is all-powerful, and that in a great 
measure it will promote happiness. The result of this idea is plainly 
seen in after life ; — ^look at the toil, the anxiety and the pains-tak- 
ing there is for gain, which sometimes accumulates immensely, — 
and a man thus fortunate, is envied by the world — is looked upon 
with deference and respect, and the pride of the poor man is hum- 
bled when he sees the prosperity of his neighbour, for there is an 
old adage, " Poverty and Pride go together." Some, however, — 
hold money in still higher repute, and look upon it as the all-suf- 
ficient instrument on earth. I admit that in a great measure it will 
assist in rendering a being happy, but no further, as it is generally 
tinctured with adversity in some degree, according to circumstan- 
ces. What induces men to spend so much of their precious time — 
early to rise, and late take rest, and eat the bread of carefulness, 
but the craving after prosperity, which as far as regards earthly 
concerns is greatly aided by wealth. I do not disapprove of a mod^ 
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erate desire for wealth, which when einoyed is dispensed liberally, 
and appropriated wisely; for it is one of the means of usefolness de- 
rived from the bounty of heaven ; and how often have the firagnients 
of the rich man's table been of great service for the poor and needy. 
But unfortunately there is sometimes a neglect in the appropriation 
of riches, which as stewards of heavenly gifts, men shoold use 
faithfully, and improve the blessings that are showered down upon 
them. Hence we more frequently observe a generous and liberal 
spirit in those of less prosperous circumstances, whilst the wealthy 
can be compared to a Dutch mariner, who at a calm at sea fre- 
quently, it is said, " in those circumstances, ties up the rudder, — 
and goes to sleep." Prosperitv in such case however, previously 
desired, is subsequently proved to be of no value, since being ill- 
applied it cannot produce those good effects, which in general it is 
intended to yield ; but owing to the avarice and selfishness of men, 
is unfortunately very rarely visible. Men in prosperity are found 
great in their own eyes, and seldom can bear it without pride and 
insolence ; and the richer they become, the more covetous or lux- 
urious they are. Those who are subjected to the stings of poverty 
frequently think what a fine thing it would be if all the property of 
the rich were equally divided amongst them ; but what would be 
the consequences of such a measure ? Robbery would ensue— the 
rich decline to part with their property, and the equal division of 
the whole wealth of the nation at the conclusion would be very 
small indeed. Where then the wisdom of indulging a desire for 
what is not our own ? With respect to the Young entering life, — 
and meeting with consecutive instances of adversity — ^the mind fal- 
ling a victim to despair and sometimes death, such instances do, I 
allow, occur occasionally ; but on the other hand, during the South 
Sea scheme more persons lost their senses by the sudden acquisition 
of great wealth, than by the loss of it. I have thus far spoken as 
regards the choice of the Young, (in fact all) and the tendency 
there ever is, in every pursuit, and under every circumstance, for 
obtaining one great means so as to enjoy prosperity, but the point 
which is to be most cognizant with us, is simply — Which is oest? 
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Here indeed there will be some decree of difference in opinion — 
Ask the Young ja«t entered into life ; euch ^vill cry, " R-osperity 
is the beet."— Ask the middle aged, — ^ask the Old, what is, and 
what was their chief desire, and what they laboured after diligently, 
and they wiQ reply, they wished " to do well in the world for them- 
selves and for their children ;" but that they found too quickly the 
words of the wise man to be undeniable, '' I returned and saw un- 
der the sun that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of un- 
derstanding, nor yet favour to men of skill ; but time and chance 
happeneth to them all." They will teach the Young that riches 
make unto themselves wings and fly away, and that however much 
prosperity is to be desired, yet withal it is attended by vanity and 
vexation of spirit. Archbishop Leighton declared he would ** ra- 
ther be the poorest believer than the greatest king on earth." That 
persons are more contented under prosperous circumstances may 
indeed be, but contentment may be easily possessed by walking in 
the meadows near some gliding stream, and contemplating the lUies 
that take no care, and those very many other various little living 
creatures that are not only created but fed, man knows not how, — 
by the goodness of the God of nature ; and therefore trust in Him. 
Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. And although 
prosperity is calculated to excite our feelings, increase our joy, and 
allay our grief, yet there is somewhat of care which accompanies us 
at the same time. There is a care not only how to keep it, but 
how to incretue it I and this may become, and does become in some, 
most excessive, and such may weary the mind, and render the 
spirits drooping, as much as excessive grief. " The health certainly 
is endangered by the influence of excessive grief, and it is difficult 
to define the nature of the connexion which subsists between the 
mind and the body ; our knowledge respecting it is almost entirely 
limited to an acquaintance with the effects produced by the reci- 
procal action. 

Although the existence of this sympathy may be denied by those 
who plead for the unrestrained indulgence of their sorrow, yet no- 
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thing can be more certain. We see every day the one suffering 
with the other — ^the manifestations of mind enfeebled by disease, — 
and the animal economy materially disturbed by disorders of the 
mind. It is well known how instantaneously joy or grief will pall 
the appetite ; that it is impossible to cure many derangements of 
the animal system whilst any cause of mental irritation exists ; and 
that many maladies are immediately produced by the influence of 
depressing passions, llie indulgence of excessive grief, then is by 
no means innocent ; since although its immediate effects may be 
escaped, it may still lay the foundation of insidious disease, which 
though long protracted, may in the end terminate fatiDly !" 

But that adversity produces contentment as well as prosperity is 
equally certain. In the school of sanctified afflictions we can beat 
learn contentment ; for '* godly sorrow worketh repentance to sal- 
vation not to be repented of; but the sorrow of the world worketh 
death." I say sanctified, for naturaUy like restive horses, we go 
the worst for beating, if our afflictions are not blessed by one a- 
bove. This brings me to consider in what way adversity may be 
said to have the advantage over prosperity. 

Prosperity is admitted as springing in this world partly from 
worldly means, and therefore belongs to, and can only endure on 
earth. A man's riches cannot follow him to the grave. " He that 
loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver ; he that loveth abun- 
dance with increase ; this is also vanity." But religion itself teach- 
es us that our present life is a state of probation for a future one, 
and that our future interest is now dependant, and depending too 
upon ourselves. " And as the moral government of God which re- 
ligion teaches us, implies, that we are in a state of trial with regard 
to a future world ; so also his natural government over us implies, 
that we are in a state of trial in the like sense, with regard to the 
present world." Why we are placed in a probationary state of so 
much difficulty and hazard is unnecessary for us now to dwell up- 
on, since it is evident that our present condition can in no wise be 
shown inconsistent with the perfect moral government of God. 

" Now the beginning of life, considered as an education for ma- 
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ture age in the present world, appears plainly at first sight, anald* 
gous to this our trial for a future one ; the former being in our 
temporal capacity, what, the latter is in our religious capacity.—*- 
Thus, the beginning of our days is adapted to be, and is, a state of 
education in the theory and practise of mature life. We are much 
assisted in it by example, instruction, and the care of others ; but 
a great deal is left to ourselves to do. And according as persons 
behave themselves in the general education which all go through, 
and in the particular ones adapted to particular employments, their 
character is formed i and made to appear ; they recommend them- 
selves more or less; and are capable of, and placed in« different 
stations in the society of mankind." 

The entrance then into life, is to be considered as an important 
opportunity^ which nature puts into our hands, and which, when 
lost, is not to be recovered. " And our being placed in a state of 
discipline throughout this life, for another world, is a providential 
disposition of things^ exactly of the same kind a^ our being placed 
in a state of discipline during childhood for mature age. Our con- 
dition in both respects is uniform and of a piece, and comprehend- 
ed under one and the same general law of nature." Nature does 
in no wise qualify us wholly, much less at once, for a mature state 
of life, as also, bodily strength and full understanding ; consequent^- 
ly, our abode on earth is one of trial, in order to fit us for that e- 
ternal abode of happiness^ " where the wicked cease from troubling, 
and the weary are at rest." And how greatly we need moral im- 
provement by Ascipline, requires not to be proved to anyone who 
is at all acquainted with the wickedness of mankind, or even those 
imperfections which the best of us are conscious of. Habits of vir- 
tue acquired by discipline^ are improvement in virtue; and im*- 
provement in virtue, must be advancement in happiness, if the 
government of the world be moral. And thus is shown our natu- 
ral and original need of being improved by discipline, how it comes 
to pass, that creatures made upright, fall ; and that those who 
preserve their uprightness, by so doing, raise themselves to a more 
secure state of virtue. What indeed are the very temptations by 
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which we are surrounded — the great vicionsness of the world — the 
infinite disorders consequent upon it» with our pain and sorrow, — 
our prosperity and our adversity, but a proof of the wise declaration, 
" we are made perfect through suffering," and that " through much 
tribulation*' we shall enter the joys of heaven. For veracity, jus- 
tice, and charity are three attributes of Jehovah, all conducive to 
our chief interest ; each of them {H-oducing a just and natural mo- 
tive or principal of action. And he who begins Itfe from either of 
them, need not fear of obtaining that happiness, which is to be the 
reward of all who have resisted temptation, and so overcome the 
world. True it may be considered, that the Young, and even all, 
cannot become passive and submissive, and exercise resignation to 
the Divine will, when elated by prosperity ; but that they can do 
so in the season of adversity is most certain. Prosperity itself, — 
whilst any thing supposed desirable, is not ours, begets extravagant 
and unbounded thoughts. Imagination is altogether as much a 
source of discontent, as any thing in our external condition. It 
is indeed to be believed, that there can be no scope for patience, — 
when sorrow shall be no more; but there may be need of a temper 
of mind, which shall have been formed by patience. But the 
proper discipline for resignation is Affliction. It is then we have 
the opportunity of submitting patiently to the wise dispensations of 
Providence, receiving what he appoints or thinks proper to permit 
towards us in this world, as evidences of his love, "* for whom he 
chasteneth he loveth ;" and this temper of resignation i» to be ac- 
quired gradually in our progress from one stage of life t& anolther, 
from chUihood to mature age — the capacity is given us,, aadl in the 
begiimmg of life, we are placed in a condition fit for it. And theve 
is another point evident, which implies, the present world more 
forcibly, as. being a state of probation or adversity, viz. : that it is 
a theatre of action for the manifestetion of persons' characters with 
respect to a future one, and that our conauct manifests our char- 
actere; and if we behave well, they can be improved. Hence the 
necessity of t&oae w\ao are entering into life to form sound prind- 
pies, and to submit to what may befall them with christian resig- 
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nation. And although " man is born to trouble as the sparks fly 
upward," yet we have the blest remembrance that our best friend, 
was himself, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, even 
from his cradle to the grave. And that on earth many who have 
trod the dark valley before us, and have long since finished their 
pilgrimage "in sorrow were always rejoicing." Job in the midst 
of all his hixury became poor and miserable, but yieldini? to it as 
a Divine chastisement, was blessed in his latter days more than 
in his beginning. It is in the time of sorrow only, we become 
practically convinced that we are nothing — God every thing : — in 
short, ** it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps." It is 
only when the blasts of adversity have shaken us, and our ship is 
broken by the tempestuous winds of heavenly justice, that we can 
feel the due estimate of our blessings, and our may be, hitherto, 
prosperity : — it is when we lose our treasures, we know best how 
to prize them. ** It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his 
yotith." 

** The storms of wintry time will quickly pass, 
And one unbounded spring encircle all.*' — Thompson. 

Prosperity is what our natural appetite yearns to taste ; but it is 
seldcMn satisfactory, or of long duration ; seldom enjoyed without 
a teachaUe rebuke from adversity, and as the Poet (Byron) says, — 

" There is a very life in our despair," 
Vitality of poison — a quick root 
Which feeds these deadly branches ; for it were 
As nothing did we die ; but life will suit 
Itself to sorrow's moat detested fruit, 
Like to the apples on the dead-sea's shore, 
All ashes to the taste : did man compute 
Existence by enjoyment, and count o'er 
Such hours 'gainst years of life, — say would 
He name threescore?" 

To those then, entering, or just entered life : — to snch, it is a criti- 
cal time ; for although our whole life is a state of probation, yet in 
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starting we have to make a choice, an awful choice indeed ; invoU 
ving us into future happiness or misery. " It is good for a man 
that he bear the yoke in his youth : and though prosperity looks 
so smiling, — though it greets us with treasures of silver, and bags 
of gold, — and to the Young is so alluring and dazzling, yet we 
must look to something more solid — ^we must look upon prosperity 
as evanescent sunshiny auroras, and when adversity assails us, toe 
must ever bear in mind, that it will lead us to an inneritance incor- 
ruptible. That prosperity which arises, from worldly possessions 
cannot 3rield enduring happiness, but like the flower of the field, it 
fadeth away ; and at the same time» it is not a foretaste of a pros- 
perous eitistence hereafter. 

Blessed then are the Young ; yea; blessed are all, who amidst 
the most painful vicissitudes, and the most heart-rendinff bereave- 
ments which can afflict us in this life, can see — can feel their celes- 
tial friend to be with them in all they are experiencing. — That feel 
his hand has mercifully chastised them, and that it is working for 
them future bliss, — " an house not made with hands eternal in the 
heavens." 

It is this view indeed of the subject, in which adversity is seen 
to preponderate so much over prosperity : — for the latter indulges 
our passions, and our extravagant desires : but the former restrains 
our wills, diminishes our love of carnal pleasures, and paves the way 
to enduring felicities. Here is seen, why adversity is best for the 
Young, as well as for all ; and though it may not be pleasing to 
the Young, yet it is a Divine diet, and it is imposed as good, — 
though bitter, physic to those children whose souls are dearest to 
the Creator. This is a parched world, and dreary wilderness to 
pass through, and especially in the vale of tears — in the path of 
weeping, in the house of mourning ; but what are these compared 
to the subsequent glories which are the result of zealous faith, and 
humble hope that the christian hath, and which the world giveth 
not neither can take away. 

Finally. — May those (for many indeed there are) who without 
due consideration, so hastily cast a verdict in favour of prosperity, 
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as the natural bias of a worldly mind, and a selfish heart, consider 
for one moment, how far that prosperity is lasting ; and how far it 
is conducive to the happiness of a future life ? And such will find, 
that adversity, however painful, is a check upon us here, more es- 
pecially when Young, and a guide to the heavenly Canaan. Such 
will fijid that we are not to consult ourselves hy asking, ** Which 
do we prefer V* but choose that which is best for us here, and con- 
ducive for us, as regards a future world. 

And although I am willing to acknowledge how much we may 
one and all prefer the glittering enjoyments, and the earthly bau- 
bles, which prosperous circumstances enable us to possess, — yet, 
that after the enjoyment has subsided, and the novelty passed away, 
we shall find them only " vanity and vexation of spirit." While 
on the other hand, the deprivations we are called to undergo — the 
losses we sustain, and the curtailment of many pleasures by adver- 
sity's strong hand, will teach the Young, and will teach all, that 
there is something more to be thought of than mammon ; something 
more to be gained than money ; and that the loss of which will be 
our ruin ! — ^thc attainment our pleasure here, and our future pos- 
session, that 

" Bright city of the West and free ! 

Angels and holy men ! 
The lonely long to visit thee, 

Not to return again, 
Till the new heavens, and earth shall rise, 
All light, and love, and Paradise !'■' 

CAelmiford, A. M. W. 

8th Aug. 1845. 
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BROTHERLY LOYE M ESSEIVTIAL QVALITY 

FOR THE CHRISTIAN. 



liet brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful to entertain etrangert. 

13th Hebrews, Ist & 2Dd verses. 

It is evident that in our Lord's life on earth, love to himself, 
and to each other was his great commandment ; and after he had 
left the earth, his apostles endeavoured to preach all he had so wisely 
inculcated ; and in the verses before us, St. Paul is admonishing 
the same ffood principle ; for " he that loveth not his brother a- 
bideth in death." We are here reminded of another christian du- 
ty — " to entertain strangers.*' In carrying this out, we are pre- 
vented from loving them which love us, and from doing good to 
them which do good to us — the common course of the world ; and 
as despicable, as common. But love to our neighbour most be 
based upon a better foundation than mere like or caprice of a mo- 
ment, — christian " brotherly love," which the apostle enforces must 
spring from the love which we have towards that Divine Being in 
whom every grace and every virtue is concentrated, and from whom 
we must pray to possess the same. For what is love ? " God is love, 
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him." — 
There are two kinds of love, slavish and perfect. " Perfect love 
casteth out fear : because fear hath torment. He that feareth is 
not made perfect in love." The christian then who is anxious to 
exercise that spirit of kindness, and love, and good will to all, even 
to strangers, must seek it from that spiritual fountain of love, which 
is open to all believers. It is an easy thing to entertain friends ; 
but there is little merit in doing so. The apostle teaches us some- 
thing more difficult, perhaps, less pleasing ; but yet perfectly con- 
sistent with the christian dispensation. " Be not forgetful to en- 
tertain strangers ;" for he adds, " thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares." And the apostle by this expression not only 
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means those individuals we have never seen with our eyes before, 
or enjoyed intercourse with, but also those who are by various cir- 
cumstances strangers to the relifjrion of Christ, and perhaps living 
in sin, and all uncleanness ; who are justly to be termed " stran- 
gers" to all heavenly knowledge, whose eyes have been blinded to 
those spiritual truths which are alone able to make us wise unto 
salvation ; we are to entertain such by unfolding to them the true 
riches of God's word. Brotherly love is to be cultivated and at- 
tained ; but at the same tirae we have to see that it is abiding with 
us. " Ye did run well ; who did hinder you ?" How many pride 
themselves in the maxim that union is strength, and all the while 
are as diametrically opposed to each other as they could possibly 
be. But of christians, far different is expected ! Baptized and a- 
dopted into the family of Christ, made sons and heirs of God, and 
at confirmation renewing for themselves the solemn engagement 
made for them in their infancy to renounce the wofld, the flesh, 
and the devil, to forsake every evil passion, and sinful desire, — of 
such, I say, far different is expected ; and it is theirs to maintain 
the high dignity of their calling — to cultivate that feeling of mu- 
tual regard, which shall shine in every action both private and pub- 
lic, the ruling power over all their dealings, and the gem of their 
whole lives glittering like a precious diamond. Brotherly love re- 
moves selfishness ; it causes us to think of the cares and wants and 
pleasures of others, and induces us to befriend the needy and dis- 
tressed. To sacrifice some of our time and wealth, and even com- 
fort for our brethren ; to provoke each other to love and to good 
works : — ^it removes also Pride, — Pride which first overcame man, 
and the last thing he overcomes. " The brother of low degree will 
rejoice in that he is exalted, but the rich in that he is made low." 
Still this holy feeling can only belong to the faithful ! Faith and 
love are joined together. " But ye beloved, building up yourselves 
on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep your- 
selves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life." (Jude xx. 21.) In primitive times we 
read, " All that believed were together.^* (Acts ii. 44.) Thus were 



172 

they united becaase they were walking in one path^ having but one 
ancl the same object in view, and who were desirous to grow in 
grace. " One is our Master even Christ, and all we are brethren. 
For as we have many members in one body, and all members have 
not the same office : so we, being many, are one body in Christ, 
and every one members one of another." These are truths admit- 
ted, but in the present times too often forgotten. Are we, as the 
christians of old, not only believing together, but bringing forth the 
frmte of our belief? Does the Holy Spirit dwell in us and draw 
us nearer to each other, so that we may be giving effect to the a- 
postle's precept, " Let brotherly love continue ?** We all, more or 
kss, boast of our love to God and man, and would feel insulted if 
any doubted our possession of this glorious principle ; but are we 
quite positive that we bring it into practise, and that the golden 
rule is ever before us " to do unte others as we should wish other» 
to do unto us ?" Look at the man of the world — ^the man of busi- 
ness. Is brotherly love and consideration for his fellow man (per- 
haps one who is stricken by poverty, and in less fortunate circum- 
stances than himself) characterizing him, when he is grasping aU 
for himself, and caring not how his neighbour suffers, so that he 
adds to his already mass of worldly treasures ? Is brotherly love 
the ruling passion and ornament of the Young, when so many form 
their friendships almost without a thought, and when any disa- 
greement (however slight) arises, or affliction and poverty visit the 
one, the other, as the swallows, " who vanish when mnter draws 
nigh," like them fly away when their sky of sunshine is darkened 
by the tempestuous clouas of misfortune, and their friendship be- 
gins and ends in the name ? they do not abide in the day of adver- 
sity, or in the day of provocation. St. Paul says to the Thessa- 
kmians, ''Your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every 
one of you toward each other aboundeth ;' and to the Ephesians, 
** I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the 
saints*" We all have our infirmities — the best among us have our 
besetting sins, and in seeing, as we often most quickly do, the 
mote in our brother's eye, ^> let us not forget tne beam in our 
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own I If we see faults in our friends, we shall be exercisinfif broth- 
erlj love, by exhorting; them to amend such, and by carefully a- 
voiding the same in ourselves. Especially would I here inculcate 
forgiveness of injuries. It is related of Archbishop Cranmer, that 
whenever any one did him a wrong, he was careful to requite it 
with a kindness. Be " all things to all men, that yoa may save 
some." The prophet Malachi delineated the character of those 
that fear the Lord, " that they speak often one to another." Ob- 
serve this beautiful intimate connection. *' We that are strong 
onght to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please our- 
selves. Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to 
edification. Let no man seek his own, but every man another's 
wealth." 

" Oh, if the selfish knew how much they lost, 
What would they not endeavour, not endure. 
To imitate, as far as la them lay. 
Him, who his wisdom and his power employs 
In making others happy !" 

In conclusion, I would address a few words to the Young, upon 
the necessity of their striving to cultivate this holy principle in the 
summer of their days, without which it will be impossible for them 
to maintain those christian friendships which they form in child- 
hood ; it will be impossible for them to exercise it, unless they are 
first influenced by the love of Christ, and through his help, are as- 
sisted in loving each other. Let them remember that their friend- 
ships will be resting but on a broken reed in the hour of trial, if 
not based upon a desire to promote each others welfare, and ever 
eager to do acts of kindness from the affections of the heart ! That 
brotherly love will remove the feeling of envy, tha( secret dislike to 
see others excelling in the Christian graces, or more commonly 
the trivial and fleeting atttactions of beauty, dress, and accomplish- 
ments. Endeavour to cherish friendship like unto that of Jonathan 
and David, which we read of in the 1st Samuel, xx. 42]id verse. 
" And Jonathan ssud to David, go in peace, forasmuch as we have 
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sworn both of us in the name of the Lord, saying, the Lord be be- 
tween me and thee, and between my seed and thy seed for ever." 
Whilst to all, I would suggest a careful selection of friends. There 
are many who call themselves by this name, and many who pre- 
tend to exercise ''brotherly love; but put them to the test, when 
a suitable opportunity occurs, when you require assistance, per- 
haps encompassed in difficulties ; or when you ask a favour at 
their hands, which would inconvenience them to gratify you, or be 
repugnant to their selfish and envious dispositions, you will then 
look upon them as you do on the beautiful flowers of the cistus^ — 
which bloom only in the sunshine, and when the first night cloud 
gathers around, their loveliness and bright tints fade away ; — or 
when you most place your dependance (like Jonah on the Gourd) 
on their professed sincerity, behold, you find it quickly wither, — 
their true characters are brought to light, and the mask which hid 
such from your view is removed. 

Reader ! — Examine thy own heart, and see if it possesses that 
" brotherly love " which is the bond of all perfectness, whether we 
love our enemies and entertain them as well as strangers, using 
hospitality without grudging ; " For if our heart condemn us, God 
is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things." Is it your 
pleasure to " think no ill of your neighbour," to give no pain to a- 
ny one," and to enjoy intercourse with those whose piety, virtue, 
meekness, goodness, and love are proverbial, and who deserving 
your esteem and brotherly love receive such constantly from you ? 
Ptay for those you may consider to be in error ; those that may 
have partially ofifended you, as you hope to be forgiven of God 
through Christ : thus bearing and forbearing towards each other's 
impeifections, daily strive to improve one another through " broth- 
erly love," and being called on earth to " one faith, one spirit, — 
and one hope of our calling" journey on together as christians linked 
in one holy communion and fellowship through this vale of tears, 
loving and beloved, and hereafter enjoy perfect friendship and per- 
fect love unchangeable, as the recompense for having kept the u- 
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nity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 1 The Lord watch between 
me and thee, when we are absent one from another." *' And this 
I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge 
and in all judgment ; that ye may approve things that are excellent ; 
that ye mav be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ ; 
being fillea with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God." 



Chelmrford, A. M . W. 

5th Sept 1845. 
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Iffft imow them ikmfft, hapff are y« \ffe do them. 

ISth doBup. John, 17th vene. 

If the perasal of the foregoing pa^es has convinced the Reader 
that to be a Christian is something more than the name, and no 
less than being allied to Christ, there are several enquiries which 
will naturally suggest themselves to his mind, and which he should 
be anxious to answer. St. Bernard's three questions he should ask 
himself, before he sets about any work : — Ist. — Is it lawful ? May 
I do it, and not sin ? 2nd. — Doth it become me as a Christian > 
May I doit, and not wrong my profession ? 3rd. — Is it expedi- 
ent ? May I do it, and not offend my brother Christian ? In con- 
sidering the Narrative of Jonah, we observed the danger of forget- 
ting the fact that *' Thou God seest me.'' I can scarcely imagine 
any Christian who will not readily acknowledge that if we all en- 
deavoured to bear in constant mind the omnipresence of a superior 
Being who is perfect, and all-wise, we should more frequently be 
checked in many unlawful pursuits or irreligious habits of living. 
But there is a great difficulty in bringing unseen things and unseen 
objects before us ; and it is only to be acquired by faith. " Walk 
by faith, not by sight," is the apostle's injunction. How many in 
the world are ignorant of such important facts, and consequently 
live in sin without any knowledge of the consequences. That which 
is present, that which is within our grasp attracts more or less our 
whole attention, and the existence of an over-looker in celestial 
realms is forgotten ; thus many grievous sins are committedj un- 
seen, unknown, perhaps by the world, but known to God, who 
will one day punish them with righteous judgment. This truth 
however is not remembered, — this presence of the Almighty is so 
little felt, that there is in the present age great license for gratify- 
ing carnal indulgences and unlawful appetites ; — there is Uttle to 
remind us of the fact, " Thou God seest me ;" and many may ex- 
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claim as the Psalmist, " Sucli knowledge is too wonderful for me ; 
it is high, I cannot attain unto it." If the professing Christian 
would reflect when he is about entering upon any worldly transac- 
tion, foe it of what sort it may, and ask himself these simple, but 
weighty questions,— Now if my heavenly Master was standing be- 
fore me face to face, should I do this ? or should I not ? Would it 
please him, or should I incur his displeasure ? Such reflections 
would possibly prevent him from his intended transaction, and he 
would be rewarded accordingly. *' Judge not according to the ap- 
pearance, but judge righteous judgment.'' Certain am I, if God's 
presence was more remembered and felt amongst us, many would 
bhish to commit sins which now they too often think no sins 1 

" There is an unseen Power around. 

Existing in the silent air : 
Where treadeth man, where space is found, 

Unheard, unknown, that Power is there. 

When sinks the pious Christian's soul. 

And scenes of horror daunt his eye. 
He hears it whispered throagh the air, 

A Power of mercy still is nigh. 

The Power that watches, guides, d^ends. 

Till man becomes a Ufeless sod, 
Till earth is nought, — nought earthly friends, — 

That omni|Hresent Power — is God." 

Think of God then (m every occasion; he neither slumbereth 
nor sleepeth : — ^and may all your works be begun, continued and 
ended to his glory and the salvation of your everlasting souls. For 
our sincerity can only be proved when we know there is no wit- 
ness but God and ourselves ; and that on this account we shua 
temptation and resist indulging sensual desires, when we abstain 
from such, not only in the sight of men, but when there is only 
God and us ; then, I say, we show in earnest that the fear of God 
constr^uns u^ and that we are not hypocrites before him, deceiv- 
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ing our neighbours and ourselves. If we not only are careful to 
shun evil, but also ready to do a good work, as much as if we knew 
the whole world would be acquainted with it, mly in the view of 
our all-seeing Father^ we are of the light, and can assure our heart 
before him. For there are many " that rebel against the light ; — 
they know not the ways thereof, nor abide in the paths thereof. — 
The murderer rising with the light killeth the poor and needy, and 
in the night is as a thief. The eye also of the adulterer waiteth for 
the twilight, saying. No eye shall see me : and disguiseth his face. 
In the dark they dig through houses, which they had marked for 
themselves in the day time : they know not the light. For the 
morning is to them even as the shadow of death : if one know 
them they are in the terrors of the shadow of death." (Job. xxiv. 
13— 17th.) 

We have seen the necessity of religion as exemplified in the 
characters of Martha and Mary. I have proved (according to the 
measure of grace given unto me) that in the present times the 
truths of the scriptures may not be much disputed, but that there 
is a want — ^a very great deficiency in applying such truths to our 
hearts, and producing in us that lAfe of Faith and Christian Mor- 
ality which is the evidence of a saved and safe condition. Alas 1 
the natural pride of man, that sin of the worst deformity impedes 
the influence of such glorious truths from having their proper effect. 
" As thou desirest the love of God and man, beware of pride. It 
is a tumour in the mind that breaks and poisons all thy actions ; it 
is a worm in thy treasure, which eats and ruins thy estate ; it loves 
no man — ^is beloved of no man ; it disparages virtue in another, by 
detraction; it disrewards goodness in itself, by vain-glory; the 
friend of the flatterer, the mother of envy, the nurse of fury, the 
sin of devils, and the devil of mankind ; it hates superiors, it 
scorns inferiors, it owns no equals ; in short, till thou hate it, God 
hates thee." — Quarles. 

The inconsistency of professing Christians is much to be deplor- 
ed, and to those who make of such a plea for their own neglect to 
spiritual matters, the following reflections would be appropriate. — 
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" I see roaDy around me who make hypocritical pretensions to re- 
ligion ; pretensions to which their conduct gives the lie ; I am sor- 
ry for them, and hope God will forgive and restore them ; but in 
my indignation against their deceitful behaviour, I must not forget 
my own interest. If they are pursuing the road to destruction, — 
that is no excuse, or reason for my doing so too. Their wicked, 
ness makes me neither better nor worse, I must answer for myself; 
I must die by myself. I must be happy or miserable for ever, my- 
self. I must not be disgusted with religion, because some who are 
hypocrites, are not free from imperfections : remembering that the 
best of men have daily to mourn over much that is wrong in their 
temper and conduct, and that my wisest plan is to avoid their fail- 
ings and to give the silent reproof of a better eaeample. To enable 
me to accomplish this, I must employ every means within my 
reach of acquiring sincere, heart-felt, and genuine piety ; being 
well assured, that those who have the most religion are the most 
happy. Should any be disposed to assist me in this great under- 
taking, I hope I shall never be so ungrateful as to repel their kind 
endeavours with asperity or rudeness ; nor ever be induced to de- 
preciate their characters, as if their being bad would make me any 
better ; since they can have no motive for interesting themselves a- 
bout me, and for exposing themselves to misrepresentation and 
obloquy, but a regard for my welfare. If thou dost not speak to 
warn the wicked from his way, that Tincked man shall die in his 
iniquity, but his blood will I require at thy hand. Nevertheless if 
thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it, if he do not turn 
from his sin, he shall die in his iniquity, but thou hast delivered 
thy soul.*' 

It is often a subject of surprise why vice and misery still abound, 
and do not diminish, notwithstanding all the sermons preached a- 
gainst them ; and the exertions which are made by the well-dispo- 
sed for encouraging religion, and virtue, and good works, and 
suppressing sin and wickedness in every shape i To account for 
this, I perfectly agree with a well-known writer, who states " one 
reason to be, that the natural laws are too much overlooked, and 



180 

very rarely considered as having any relation to human conduct. — 
The theolo^cal doctrine of the corruption and disorder of human 
nature, joined to the want of knowledge to real science, have prob- 
ably been the causes why the professed servants of God have made 
so little use of His laws, revealed in creation, in instructing the 
people to live according to His will. Before religion can yield its 
fill] practical fruits in this world, it must be wedded to a philoso- 
phy founded on those laws ; it must borrow light and strength from 
them, and in return communicate its powerful sanction towards 
enforcing obedience to their dictates." 

How is it that man has not really advanced in happiness, in pro- 
portion to his increase in knowledge ? Because the will of Him,— 
** in whom we live, and move, and have our being" is not fully 
known; and we are, as I have elsewhere observed, dependant on 
each other, and much rests with the better-informed in accelerating 
the progress of general improvement among the great bulk of man- 
kind. And are not the ignorant frequently made the tools of in- 
terested leaders, or the creatures of their own blind impulses, hav- 
ing none to guide them into the path of life, having none to steer 
them to the port of happiness, and who cannot say with the Poet, — 

** As a bird each fond endearment tries 
To tempt her new-fledg'd offspring to the skies. 
They tried each art, reprov'd each dull delay, 
Allur'd to brighter worlds, and led the way P" 

There is a remarkable passage in a work of the present Prime 
Minister of France — M. Guizot, where he says. Religion is the on- 
ly restraining principle. He says, — " What is the object of relig- 
ion — of any religion true or false P It is to govern the human pas- 
sions, — ^the human will. All religion is a restraint, an authority, 
a government. It comes in the nature of a divine law to subdue, 
to mortify, human nature. It is then to human liberty that it di- 
rectly opposes itself. It is human liberty that resists it, and 
that it wishes to overcome. This is the grand object of religion, — 
its mission, its hope. But while it is with human liberty that all 
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relifpons have to contend, while they aspire to reform the will of 
BieD, they have no means by which they can act upon him, they 
hare no moral power over him but through his own will, his lib- 
erty." Submission then to God is our first duty, in order that we 
may derive good to ourselves, and impart benefit to others. Well 
indeed may the same writer declare, that — " if religionists had well 
considered their means of action, if they had not given way to a 
natural but deceitful tendency, they would have discovered that 
their province was to strengthen liberty, in order morally to con- 
trol it : that religion can and ought to act only by moral influences, 
and they would have respected the free will of mankind, whilst 
applying themselves to direct it : this they have not done, and in 
the end the religious influence has itself suffered as much as liberty/' 

These remarks bring me to one point, which I am particularly 
desirious to impress upon the mind of the Reader. It is this : — 
The intimate and close connection between religion and morality y 
in short, their very union together. In the commencement of this 
work, I expatiated on the " Deceitfulness of Appearances,'' which 
led me to speak of, I fear, an error prevalent now, of attaching too 
much importance to outward ceremonies ; in fact, the attendance 
of a place of worship on the Lord's-day. Do not, however, mis- 
understand me. " The assembling of ourselves together," as St. 
Paul terms it, is a christian duty, and which we should by no 
means neglect, since our blessed Lord promised that "whereso- 
ever two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them ;" but what I desire to inculcate is^ that such 
duty may give you the benefits, which ought to result therefrom, 
and that you may not only be professors of the outward and visible 
sign, but also partakers of the inward and spiritual grace ! 

What says the pious Bishop Mant ? " Morality distinguished 
from, and independent of christian faith, is nothing ; but christian 
morality is of the very essence^ it is the true fruit, the sure testi- 
mony, the faithful companion, the glory and perfection, yea, the 
very life and soul of true christian faith. Let us beware that we do 
not confound things so different as worldly and christian morality f 
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as the works of the natural man, and those of the disciples of 
Christ ! Let us beware how we suppose that because a man can- 
not be saved by morality of one sort, therefore he can be saved 
without morality of the other sort ; that because one who rejects 
the gospel will not be saved for being a moral man, therefore, — 
there is a hope of salvation for an immoral professor of the gospel ! 
Christian morality assumes to itself no merit — ^it sets up no arro- 
gant claim to God's favour — ^it pretends not to open the gates of 
heaven ; it is only the handmaid in conducting the christian believer 
in his road towards them. Without it, no man shall enter in : but 
they who disesteem and reject it, are well apprised by God's word 
of the evil which they shall incur ; when Christ shall command 
" the workers of iniquity," the slothful and unprofitable servant to 
depart from him, and when " vengeance shall be taken in flaming 
fire on them that know not God, and obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." — We see here, that christian morality is the 
handmaid of religion — that it is its constant companion, and that 
the good fruits which should grow from religion will not ripen nor 
even bud, unless^ moral sanctions are obeyed, and christion mor- 
ality the daily prmciple of your life. Without it, in fact, no man 
shall enter heaven ! Take Christ's counsel — " sin no more, lest a 
worse thing befall you." Glory not in your shame. In Deut. xvii. 
12 & 13th, when a presumptuous sinner is punished, God says, — 
" all the people shall hear, and fear, and do no more presumpt- 
uously." It is certain that the wicked are intended by God as ex- 
amples, and monuments of his wrath and vengeance to terrify 
others. This is corroborated by the Psalmist, — " Arise, O Lord, 
disappoint him, cast him down : deliver my soul from the wicked, 
which is thy sword : from men which are thy hand, O Lord ; from 
men of the world which have their portion in this life." (Psalm 
xvii. 13 & 14th verse.) And again in the 145th Psalm, 20th verse. 
" All the wicked will he destroy." " The Lord hath made all things 
for Himself; yea, even the wicked for the day of evil," (Prov. xvi. 
4th verse.) 
We cannot shut our eyes to the fact, that even with the besto f 
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us, there is a bias which strongly sways us to evil. And one great 
cause is the want of good example. There are many walking in the 
ways of their natural state, who would feel much displeased were 
you to suspect them deficient in christian morality, since their out- 
ward professions of religion appear good, and therefore would be 
ready to say as Hazael did to the prophet. What ! are thy servants 
dogs, that they should do such great things as these are ? If how- 
ever, they are discovered in their true characters, and they are 
found to be but nominal Christians — they will take you back to 
primitive times, as a justification of their individual failings ; and 
also the inconsistency of those living around them. Thus the in- 
temperate will look upon Noah as a companion, and discover there- 
by his nakedness in a worse sense than ever Cham did : — would 
point to Lot, who was incestuous ; to David who murdered, and 
Peter who abjured. — ^The imclean sensualist will also quote David, 
and call him in to be the patron of his debauchery — to be the pal- 
liation of his wickedness. 

When error overtakes a godly man, profane scoffers take advan- 
tage of it, and eagerly exclaim, — " This is one of your godly ones ; 
This is one of the sanctified gang !*' But rememb'^r, this is blas- 
phemy against religion. It is not the righteous man who errs, but 
it is the corrupt part in him ; as St. Paul says, " It is no more I, 
but sin that dwelleth in me, for the good that I would, I do not : 
but the evil which I would not, that I do." (Rom. vii. 17 & 19.) 
" Take heed," says our Saviour, ** lest at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and the cares of 
this life." St. Paul writes — " Mortify therefore your members 
which are upon the earth ; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate af- 
fection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry : 
for which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of 
disobedience. Put off all anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
communication out of your mouth." God is no respecter of per- 
sons, and every one that feareth him, and worketh righteousness 
will be accepted by him. " Pure religion and undefiled before God 
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and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world." 

I have been induced to dwell at great length on this subject, — 
because I think it expedient for aU ; especially in the training up 
of the riaing generation. The Young are taught that Christianity 
is a system of spiritual influences, of intern^ operations on the 
soul, and of repentant preparation for another life ; whilst they 
cannot be too often reminded that it is an exposition of pure and 
lofty principles, addressed to responding faculties in human nature 
itself, and therefore capable of being practically applied in this 
world. God is one, and therefore we may reasonably infer that he 
has created harmony, and adapted the physical department to the 
moral, and the moral to the physical,' bringing all into one. The 
very command of the apostle " to set our affections on things above," 
to value our souls by endeavouring to save them, to be charitable 
as^elonging to the temple of God, to eschew selfishness, conten- 
tion, and the vanities of life, to exercise brotherly love, to walk by 
faith and be given unto good works, clearly prove that our nature 
is capable of following these precepts and rendering us happy or 
miserable, as far as we practise or neglect them. 

Nevertheless, we find sin still abounding, and some pleading 
that " they cannot help it, it is their natural infirmity ; and that 
their position in the world, and the world's demands upon them, 
render them unfit for acting as their convictions lead them, and 
their conscience tells them to be necessary." Thus many meet to- 
gether and encourage one another in sin ; but what awaits them ? 
*' If we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall 
devour the adversaries." (Hebrews, x. 26 & 27th.) 

Remember Lot's wife ! She set oat with her husband from Sod- 
om, concluding she was safe. She looked back, and became a 
pillar of salt. Are there none like her looking back ? What is the 
frame of mind with most of us during the week ? Greedy of gain, 
and seeking a livelihood. Anxious lo do well in the world, and 
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almost wholly directed to pursuits which tend to this result. Sun-^ 
day dawns upon us — ^we are seen in the Lord's house, and if asked 
the question " friend how earnest thou in hither V many of us 
would he puzzled to find an answer. We are awakened hy some 
impressive sermon, we are commanded to love God with all our 
heart and soul, to resist the world, the flesh, and the devil, and 
we are implored to take heed against the subjugation of animal 
pleasure, sordid selfishness, and worldly ambition. At the time 
we assent to these truths, and resolve as it were to reform, — we 
are perhaps alarmed by the admonitions of scripture, and feel we 
will no longer be like Agrippa, " almost persuaded to be a Christ- 
ian ;" but that we will at once believe, repent, and pray, and lead 
henceforth a sober, righteous, and godly life, not separating reli- 
gion and morality, faith and works, but proving our religion by 
our moral conduct in christian holiness, and our course of living ; 
and showing our faith by bringing forth good fruits which will be 
plenteously rewarded in the world to come. 

But on Monday morning, where are we ? What are we doing ? 
Away flies the merchant to his bargains, the farmer to his plough, 
and the lawyer to his briefs, with corresponding assiduity : — the 
manufacturer, the mechanic, the artizan again commence their 
ceaseless toil ; and all are carried down the great stream of enter- 
prize, and social institutions, and pursuits. I do not say that men 
err by gaining means for supporting themselves, but I do disap- 
prove of an undue attention to worldly business in order to amass 
wealth, and be thought great in the world, richer than our neigh- 
bours ; and it is this which renders the mind and heart Jess capable 
for carrying out those religious and moral duties which characterise 
the christian condition. Such, I assert, are like Lot's wife, look^ 
ing back ! Some may say, *' are we then not to provide for our- 
selves, by attending to our worldly interests ?" Certainly, — yes ! 
for ** if any provide not for his own, specially for those of his own 
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel ;" — 
but you are to be in the world, and yet not of it, — to live above it ; 
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to soar by conduct and principle, as well as by knowledge, above 
the follies and impurities of this life ; and assume our station in 
the world not only as rational beings, but as Christians, turning a- 
way our eyes from beholding vanity, and quickened by the grace 
of God. " Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing ; and I will receive you 
and will be a father unto you, and ye shaU be my sons and daugh- 
ters, saith the Lord Almighty. If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them." 

" How far the little candle throws his beams ! 
So shines a good deed in a naughty world." 

Perhaps, my reader will exclaim, "This is all very true, but 
how can I act up to it ?*' Remember, to walk in communion with 
God, and to live peacefully with man, requires no obvious nor in* 
trusive labours. You may be no orator, yet when the ear hears 
you, it may bless you ; you may be no wit, yet you may cause the 
widow's heart to sing ; you may be no author, but your life can be 
an epistle. No coal from the altar may kindle your lips, but the 
thoughts of your heart may hold sweet converse with your heaven- 
ly Father. No persecutor may summon you to martyrdom, but 
you may give up your Hfe, counting it not dear, so that you win 
Christ and be found in Him. You may not be called to fight with 
the beasts at Ephesus; but you are commanded to conquer passions, 
propensities, and appetites within ; and whatever may be your cal- 
ling and station in which Providence bath placed you here, be as- 
sured you have the power to follow after holiness ; and '* without 
holiness, no man shall see the Lord." 

Therefore, let this bring before you, your great responsibiliiv I 
for every thought and word that '* coming out of the man, defile 
the man." Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might ; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wis- 
dom, in the grave, whither thou goest." Be useful, by exercising 
influence over those who are living in irreligion and immoFBlity— 
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and no influence is greater, or can be better, than that of your own 
good example / Be constantly obedient, then you will be beloved, — 
and feeling unworthy of even the lowest place amid the guests as- 
sembled at the marriage supper of the Lamb, you will be counted 
worthy of exaltation, and the Bridegroom will invite thee, " Friend, 
go up higher." Oh, how incomparable your happiness, both here 
and hereafter ! For " it is heaven upon earth to move in charity, 
rest in providence, and turn upon the poles of truth." 

A few words to Parents and Teachers. It is too much the fashion 
to store the mind with facts and histories from scripture, without 
enforcing the importance and the necessity of moral and religious 
duties, every hour we live. Thus, the heart is not cultivated — 
thus the want of brotherly love, the absence of honest, upright, 
and conscientious performance of the whole duty of man ! Whence 
cometh wisdom, and where is the place of imderstanding ? Behold, 
the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom ; and to depart from evil is un- 
derstanding. " Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are 
the issues of life." Then knowledge will be sanctified by the fear 
of God, and you will be bringing up obedient children, affection- 
ate fathers, faithful husbands, kind neighbours and zealous friends. 
Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee ! 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report ; 
if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
things ! And although I am willing to admit, that it may be diffi- 
cult to walk as Christians should and must, yet how vast the plea- 
sure — ^how vast the security and safety of those who do — of the little 
goodly band — *' the seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which 
have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed 
him." " Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeem- 
ing the time. And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon 
the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a 
golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. And another angel 
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came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on 
the cloud, thrust in thy sickle, and reap : for the time is come for 
thee to reap ; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. Aad the Spirit 
and the bride say, come : and let him that heareth say, come : and 
let him that is atbirst come : and whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely." 

And now, my Christian reader, farewell ! May the contempla- 
tion of the divine and august subjects which I have brought before 
you by the help of the Holy Spirit, be the means of arousing the 
lukewarm — the waverer, and the impenitent ; and excite a g^reater 
love for Christ, obedience to his commands, and a daily carrying 
his cross. We may never meet on earth, but oh ! if we have one 
Lord, one faith, one life, one interest, one heart, one hope, then 
shall we meet above, and fly through regions unconfined as air — 
to bask in the sunshine of eternal bliss — to carol over endless 
hymns of praise : where none shall hurt us, where pharasaical ar- 
rogance, human inequalities — ^wicked and irreligious sense of ex- 
clusiveness — all heart burnings, all thoughts of avengeful wrong — 
self-assurance, pride and envy shall be unknown, where nothing 
unclean and unholy shall enter — ^but all will be united in an endur- 
ing reconciliation, Jew and Greek, bond and free, in one sympa- 
thising and angelical communion ! " He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear.'' In a little while we shall have departed from this the- 
atre of action. Are we profitable servants ? — trees in the Lord's 
vineyard, bearing plenteous fruit? Let not our Saviour come 
seeking fruit and finding none — ^no gathering of the summer fruits, 
no grape-gleanings of the vintage — ^no cluster to eat, — ^but the best 
a brier, a thorn hedge ; and say to us, " cut it down why cumbereth 
it the ground ?*' Judge not according to the appearance, but judge 
righteous judgment. Why caU ye me. Lord, Lord» and do not 
the things which I say ? (Matt. xx. 6.) 

'' The God of glory walks his round, 
From day to day, from year to year ; 
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And waros us each with awful sound, — 
** No longer stand ye idle here/' 

Ye, whose young cheeks with health are bright, 
Whose hands are strong, whose hearts are 'clear ; 
Why will ye waste the morning light ? 
Alas ! why stand ye idle here P 

And ye, whose scanty locks of grey 
Foretel your latest travail near ; 
How swiftly fades your closing day! 
And stand ye yet so idle here P 

O Thou, in heaven and earth ador'd, 
To whom the sinner's soul is dear ; 
Now call us to thy vineyard, Lord, 
And grant us grace to please Thee there.'* . 

" What doest thou here ?" asks the same still voice. Tremble, 
ye Young ! in thy reckless thoughtlessness, — tremble ! for the pun- 
ishment that awaits the debasing seductions of criminal pleasure in 
which thou mayest be indulging ; say not that now is your time 
for pleasure and enjoyment, now is your season for gaiety and fol- 
ly, and that it is therefore pardonable ; when you are advanced in 
years,* then you will reform ; — the grave may be yours between, — 
" man's breath goeth forth, he retumeth to his earth, and then all 
his thoughts perish*' vain edl his resolutions, — he dies in the midst 
of his iniquities ! Tremble, ye Aged ! for thy worldly avarice, and 
calculating selfishness ! Be watchful, and repent, and do the first 
works ; or else He will come unto thee quickly, and will remove 
thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent ! " If ye know 
these things, happy are jeifye do them .'" Happy ! yes, happy in 
this world ; but time is short — eternity is opening upon us, our 
past Hfe appears but a span — a vapour: — ^improve the present; 
then you will look forward to more perfect happiness in the haven 
of rest and ambrosical flowers : you will experience here comfort 
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and support from the promises of the gospel, through faith in 
Christ Jesus ; there your bliss shall be unalterable ; and still, to 
crown all, unending, " when tongues shall cease, when knowledf^e 
shall vanish away,'' when faith and hope shall be swallowed up in 
love ; and the weary traveller becomes refreshed by drinking from 
the foimtain of living waters ! 

" Behold, I come quickly :" blessed is he that keepeth the say- 
ings of the book of Life ! who when the king of terrors takes 
him from this scene of probation and change feels that he shall be 
transplanted in the future garden of Paradise ! — ^to blossom as the 
Rose of Sharon — ^to flourish among " the spirits of just men made 
perfect ;" and to share Elysian ioys in Eden's bower ! Blessed ! 
thrice blessed! are they that dfo his commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the 
gates into the city ! ! 

" Beyond is all abyss. 
Eternity, whose end no eye can reach. 
Greatly iDstructed I shall hence depart ; 
Greatly in peace of thought ; and have my fill 
Of knowledge, what this vessel can contain ; 
Beyond which was my folly to aspire. 
Henceforth I learn, that to obey is best, 
And love with fear the only God ; to walk 
As in his presence ; ever to observe 
His providence ; and on him sole depend. 
Merciful over all his works, with good 
Still overcoming evil, and by small 
Accomplishing great things, by things deem'd weak 
Subverting worldly strong, and worldly wise 
By simply meek : that suffering for truth's sake 
Is fortitude to highest victory, 
And, to the faithful, death the gate of life ; 
Taught this by his example, whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever blest. 
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This having leam'd, thoa hast attained the sum 
Of wisdom ; hope no higher, thoagh all the stars 
Thou knew'st by name, and all the ethereal powers, 
All secrets of the deep, all Nature's works. 
Or works of Grod in heaven, air, earth, or sea. 
And all the riches of this world enjoy 'dst. 
And all the rale, one empire -, only add 
Deeds to thy knowledge answerable ; add faith, 
Add virtue, patience, temperance ; add love^ 
By name to come call'd charity, the soul 
Of all the rest : then wilt thou not be loth 
To leave this Paradise, but s^alt possess 
A Paradise within thee, happier far ! !" 

Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceed- 
mgjojr, tothe only wise God our Saviour, be glory wd majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 



Cheln^ford, A. M. W. 

12th Sept. 1845. 



THE END, 



EERATA. 

No. 4. Page 21 — omitted 3rd c. 1st Corinthians, 16th verse. 

No» 7. Page 41— for " 2nd Epistle St Peter, Std veree, read 
" 2nd Epistle St. Peter, 1st chap. 3rd verse." 

No. 9. Page 54, line 1&— instead of " knat," read " gnat." 

No. 11. Page 76, line 17 — ^for " anaxampled," read "unexampled." 

No. 13. Page 82, lines 13 and 17— for " Horn," read " Horn :" 

No. 15. Page 91, line 26 — for "not sooner had," rea^^" no sooner had" 

No, 18. Page 111, line 4— for " is there not," read " are there not." 

No. 19. Page 114, line 1 — ^instead of "foolihness," rearf" foolishness." 

No. do. Page 118, line 20 — for " mpression," read " impression." 

No. do. Page do, line 21 — for '* aidea," read "aided." 

No. 20. Page 122, line 11— for " his," read " is." 

No. 23. Page 138, line 18— for " dependence," read " dependance." 

No. do. Page 143, line 13— for " less," read " lest." 

No. 24. Page 149, line 1— for " writen," read " written." 
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